^1 


W  Jlcarning  anb  Ifabor.  w 

#     i|     1  LIBRARY  f 

I  University  of  Illinois.  |  , 

A  CLASS.              BOOK.  VOLUME.  J^^-^'r^ 


Accession  No. 


.4 


+  ^  * 

1*^      f      f  ^ 


*  f 
"I  * 

# 


♦     *  -^^ 


T  ^  ^  ir 

r      ^  ^  -i^  ^ 

tP^  ^      ^  It 


^       If^      ^  ^ 

IP 

^Jr^  '''iP'-  ^5^-- 

-41^  -^^^ 

^   -^/^         "^p^  ^ 


'/^j^-    ■:^"T<  ;f'. 

^      ^  A  ^ 

^    ^     #  ll^ 


!  Ik  ^ 


FIRST  ANNUAL  REPORT 

 OF  THE  

BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 

 OF  

THE  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 

OK  NKW  HAVEN, 
WITH  THE  REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN, 

 OF  THE  

COURT  OF  COMMON  COUNCIL, 

Of  the  City  of  New  Haven, 

NOVEMBER.  1887. 


REPORT. 


To  the  Honorable  Court  of  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  New  Haven: 

The  Board  oi  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library  of  New  Haven 
herewith  submit  their  First  Annual  Report,  giving  "  the  amount,  value 
and  condition  of  the  property  in  their  charge,  and  an  itemized  estimate  of 
the  reasonable  expenses  for  the  year  then  to  ensue,"  in  accordance  with 
the  requirements  of  the  resolution  establishing  the  Free  Public  Library. 

LOCATION. 

The  Library  and  Reading  Room  are  located  on  the  second  floor  of 
the  building.  No.  793  Chapel  Street,  which  the  directors  have  leased  for  a 
term  of  years.  The  reading  room  "has  few  superiors  in  the  country,"  and 
the  rooms  used  for  library  purposes  will  accommodate  the  library  until 
such  time  as  it  is  hoped  a  building  specially  adapted  to  the  purpose  will 
be  obtained  by  the  city. 

READING  ROOM. 

The  reading  room  was  opened  to  the  public  on  February  21,  1887, 
with  26  newspapers  and  80  periodicals  on  file. 

It  immediately  was  well  patronized,  the  attendance  being  from  300 
to  400  on  week  days  and  about  200  on  Sundays  (on  which  day  it  is  open 
from  I  to  6  P.  M.)  A  few  ladies  avail  themselves  thereof ;  a  large  num- 
ber of  boys  are  regular  attendants,  while  its  principal  patrons  are  mostly 
men. 

Its  patronage  could  be  still  further  extended  if  sufficient  funds  were 
available  to  supply  such  periodicals  as  are  called  for. 

LIBRARY. 

The  success  of  the  Hbrary  from  the  day  of  its  opening,  June  7.  1887, 
has  been  phenomenal.  With  but  3,500  volumes  to  use,  the  number  of 
persons  drawing  books  soon  exceeded  the  number  of  books  in  the  library 
and  a  necessary  result  was  the  impossibility  to  furnish  such  books  as  were 
desired ;  and  although  the  number  of  books  has  since  been  increased 
about  2.000,  no  relief  from  the  pressing  demand  has  resulted,  as  the  per- 
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sons  drawing  have  increased  in  number  equal  to  the  accessions,  there 
being  on  October  27,  1887,  5,555  persons  registered  as  borrowers,  with 
but  5,757  volumes  in  the  library,  and  some  of  these  books  of  that  class 
although  valuable  for  reference,  is  of  no  avail  to  meet  the  general 
demand  of  the  Library's  patrons.  The  lowest  number  of  books  drawn 
was  on  the  opening  day  (June  7th)  221  ;  largest,  September  24th,  722  ; 
average  daily  circulation,  428.  In  addition  to  the  books  purchased,  gifts 
to  the  number  of  596  volumes  have  been  received,  a  detailed  list  of  which 
will  be  found  in  the  Librarian's  report,  together  with  other  statistics  con 
cerning  the  Library  and  Reading  Room. 

These  figures  show  a  demand  greater  than  the  Directors  have  been 
able  to  supply.  While  only  small  expenditures  will  be  needed  for  fitting 
up  the  Library  in  the  future  (that  already  done  having  been  with  a  view 
to  extension),  in  order  to  maintain  a  library  such  as  the  people  demand 
and  the  city  should  have,  there  will  be  needed  very  liberal  expenditures 
for  both  books  and  periodicals ;  and  on  this  subject  we  would  especially 
call  your  attention  to  the  Librarian's  report,  submitted  herewith,  which, 
with  the  Financial  Statement  also  submitted,  gives  "  the  amount,  value 
and  condition  of  the  property  in  our  charge." 
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$889  09 
458  88 

359  92 
179  14 
144  48 
66  75 
64  88 
55  06 
14  50 
14  00 
13  60 
8  00 


$2,268  30 

.NCE,  ETC. 

 $1,333  34 

Security  Insurance  Co.,  insurance   50  00 

L.  C.  Newhall,  lease  and  fixtures   1,500  00 

N.  H.  Heat  Supply  Co  .  17  25 

N.  H.  Gas  Light  Co   113  90 

f  $3,014  49 


2 


sons  drawing  have  increased  in  number  equal  to  the  accessions,  there 
being  on  October  27,  1887,  5,555  persons  registered  as  borrowers,  with 
but  5,757  volumes  in  the  librarj 
although  valuable  for  reference, 
demand  of  the  Library's  patron 
was  on  the  opening  day  (June  71 
average  daily  circulation,  428.  I 
to  the  number  of  596  volumes  ha 
will  be  found  in  the  Librarian's  n 
cerning  the  Library  and  Reading 
These  figures  show  a  deman 
able  to  supply.  While  only  smal 
up  the  Library  in  the  future  (tha 
to  extension),  in  order  to  maintaii 
and  the  city  should  have,  there  ^ 
for  both  books  and  periodicals ;  ai 
call  your  attention  to  the  Librarij 
with  the  Financial  Statement  als( 
and  condition  of  the  property  in  o 


Financial  Statement. 


RECEIPTS. 


Nov.  29,  1886,  Appropriation   $6,000  00 

April  9,  1887,            "    6,000  00 

Sept.  3,  1887,           "    3,000  00 

Qct.  20,  1887,  Advertisements  in  catalogues   475  00 

Oct.  25,  1887.  Fines   119  52 


$15,594  5- 

EXPENDITURES. 

REPAIRS  AND  FURNISHINGS. 

D.  C.  Beardsley,  joiner  work   $889  09 

Foskett  &  Bishop,  plumbing,  etc   458  88 

N.  H.  Steam  Heating  Co.,  piping,  etc   359  92 

The  Bowditch  &  Prudden  Co.,  furniture   179  14 

H.  W.  Foster  &  Co.,  matting   144  48 

Piatt  &  Thompson,  painting  and  papering   66  75 

Geo.  M.  Grant,  mason  work   64  88 

Rawson  &  Harris,  painting  signs   55  06 

A.  F.  Childs,  agt.,  mats   14  50 

N.  H.  Window  Shade  Co.,  shades   14  00 

C.  Cowles  &  Co.,  newspaper  rods  :   13  60 

Carbonized  Stone  and  Marble  Co   8  00 


$2,268  30 

RENT,  INSURANCE,  ETC. 

Charles  H.  Webb,  attorney,  rent  $i,333  34 

Security  Insurance  Co.,  insurance    50  00 

L.  C.  Newhall,  lease  and  fixtures  ^   1,500  00 

N.  H.  Heat  Supply  Co  ^.   17  25 

N.  H.  Gas  Light  Co  113  90 


$3,014  49 
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SALARIES  AND  SERVICES. 

W.  K.  Stetson,  librarian  $799  97 

Mrs.  C.  V.  Forbes,  assistant   293  33 

Miss  F.  A.  Petitt,         "  ___  250  00 

Mrs.  T.  E.  Moore,        "    44  15 

Thomas  H.  Smith,       "    357  50 

H.  Fred  Logan,           "    So  00 

Frank  J.  Clark,  attendant  1   53  33 

John  M.  Dorsey,     "    49  30 

Miss  A.  L.  Sargent,  catalogue   203  74 

Miss  E.  F.  Knowles,       "    46  70 

F.  D.  Brinsmade,  services   33  75 

F.  Holt,  janitor   22  25 

$2,234  02 

BOOKS,  NEWSPAPERS,  ETC. 

Thomas  H.  Pease  &  Son,  newspapers,  etc   $403  08 

W.  H.  Spock,  Register   6  22 

The  Palladium    4  65 

The  Morning  News   4  20 

The  Morning  Journal  and  Courier   4  67 

The  New  Haven  Union   7  00 

W.  L.  McCloud.  binding   200  64 

Milwaukee  Public  Library,  catalogue   3  50 

E.  P.  Judd,  books  S3, 001  12 

Henry  H.  Peck,  books   2,078  27 

F.  T.  Jarman,        "    21  55 

R.  H.  Park  &  Co.  "    1 1  00 

W.  H.  Beehler,      "    3  00 

James  T.  Bolles,    10  00 

Gustav  E.  Stechert,  books   loi  76 

L.  R.  Hazen,  "    5  05 

C.  Scribner's  Sons,      *'    40  00 

  5.271  75 

$5,905'  71 

PRINTING,  CATALOGUE,  ETC. 

Tuttle,  Morehouse  &  Taylor,  catalogues  $799  37 

printing,  $29.25-$9.5o   38  75 

Edward  Wines,  printing  ^   7  50 


s 


L.  S.  Punderson,  printing.  $57.60 — $6.85   64  45 

$910  07 

SUNDRIES. 

*Treasurer,  for  incidentals   $100  00 

A.  C.  Raymond,  cash  and  record  books   12  00 

O.  A.  Dorman,  check  book   17  25 

Col.  Joe  Blakeslee,  posting  notices   4  50 

A.  D.  Perkins,  rubber  stamps   3  50 

C.  S.  Mersick  &  Co.,  supplies   50  38 

Library  Bureau,  Boston,  supph«.s   134  45 

W.  K.  Stetson,  incidentals   38  02 

Yale  Safe  and  Iron  Co   3  84 

Boston  Athenaeum   i  26 

J.  J.  Dinnan,  repairing  lock   i  75 

Expressage,  messengers,  etc   31  01 

C.  G.  Kimberly,  supphes   2  57 

F.  S.  Bradley  &  Co  ,  supphes   15  80 

Cleaning  rooms   3  00 

Charles  McLinn,  catalogue  case   ^5  31 

Robert  Wilson,  repairing  doors   6  08 

$490  72 

*  A  part  of  this  sum  still  remains  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer. 

RECAPlTULATIOxV. 

Receipts  $i5,594  52 

Expenditures : 

Repairs,  furnishings,  etc  $2,268  30 

Rent,  insurance,  etc  3,014  49 

Salaries,  services,  etc  2,234  02 

Books,  newspapers,  etc  5^905  7i 

Printing,  catalogues,  etc   910  07 

Sundries   490  72 

$14,823  31 

*Balance  on  hand  .   771  21 

 $15,594  52 

The yixfd  charges  for  the  month  of  November  being  $'673.91,  after  the  payment 
of  other  expenses  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year,  November  30,  this  sum  will  be  almost 
wholly  expended. 
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ESTIMATED  EXPENSES  FOR  1888. 

Books   $1*675  0° 

Periodical?   525  00 

Binding   550  00 

Salaries   3) 7 50  00 

Rent   1.600  00 

Fuel  and  Gas   1,000  00 

Furniture  and  repairs   200  00 

Stationery   100  00 

Insurance    50  00 

Postage  and  express   100  ©o 

Catalogues   250  00 

Miscellaneous   200  00 

$10,000  00 

On  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Directors, 

C.  S.  Merskk.  ^ 
Charles  Kleiner,   I  Financ^ 

\.   L.   BiGELOW,  ) 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT. 


New  Haven,  Conn.,  Oct.  29,  1887. 
To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library  of  New  Haven  : 
Gentlemen  : 

I  submit  herewith  a  statement  of  the  operations  of 
the  Library  since  its  opening,  the  needs  of  the  Library,  a  Hst  of  donors, 
and  statistics  regardmg  the  number  of  books  and  the  use  of  the  Library. 

READING  ROOM, 

The  reading  room  was  opened  to  the  public  with  26  newspapers  and 
80  other  periodicals  on  file.  Subsequent  gifts  have  increased  the  number 
slightly.  The  attendance  has  been  from  300  to  400  on  week  days,  and 
from  100  to  200  or  more  on  Sunday  afternoons. 

The  season  of  the  year  and  the  state  of  the  weather  has  much  to  do 
with  the  numbers.  I  have  given  average  figures  based  on  actual  counts. 
Readers  are  mostly  men,  but  many  boys  and  a  few  ladies  are  among  them. 
The  best  of  order  has  prevailed,  and  the  newspapers  and  magazines  have 
been  handled  with  all  the  care  reasonably  to  be  demanded.  There  have 
been  calls  for  periodicals  which  we  do  not  have ;  and  it  is  to  be  regretted 
that  the  funds  do  not  allow  twice  as  much  money  to  be  expended  on  the 
reading  room.  The  room  is  admirably  adapted  to  its  purposes,  quite 
large  enough  for  the  present,  and  well  lighted  and  ventilated.  Few  super- 
ior reading  rooms  can  be  found  in  the  country. 

OPENING  OF  THE  LIBRARY. 

The  registry  of  borrowers  and^delivery  of  books  for  home  use  began 
on  June  7.  Three  thousand,  seven  hundred^and  forty-three  volumes  were 
in  the  library,  but  only  3,500,  or  thereabouts,  were  available,  the  remain- 
der being  principally  public  documents.  The  books  had  been  numbered 
according  to  the  Dewey  Decimal  Classification,  adopted  by  leading  public 
libraries. 

A  catalogue  especially  adapted  to  easy  use  by  the  public  had  been 
printed,  and  each  borrower  had  the  use  of  one  at  his  home. 
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THE  GREAT  DEMAND  FOR  BOOKS. 

I'he  number  of  people  who  came  to  obtain  borrowers'  cards  and 
draw  books  was  beyond  expectation,  and  soon  caused  it  to  be  difficult  for 
anyone  to  get  the  books  which  he  desired.  One  thousand,  three  hundred 
and  forty  eight  borrowers  registered  the  first  week,  2,794  the  first  month^ 
3,868  in  two  months :  about  the  same  number  as  the  number  of  volumes. 
The  popular  books  of  the  small  collection  it  seemed  impossible  for  anyone 
to  get  when  he  called  for  them.  Although  duplicates  of  the  most  popular 
had  been  provided  in  anticipation  of  a  special  demand  for  them,  it  did  not 
seem  so.  Nine  copies  of  Uncle  Tom' s  Cabin,  seven  copies  each  of  Ivan- 
hoe  and  of  Kenilworth  were  in  such  demand  that  no  one  seemed  to  have 
more  success  in  trying  to  get  one  of  these  than  he  did  in  the  case  of  other 
popular  books.  The  standard  books  which  it  would  seem  most  desirable 
that  people  should  read,  it  was  almost  impossible  for  anyone  to  get.  The 
public  had  to  content  themselves  with  such  books  as  were  offered  them  by 
the  assistants,  who  strove  to  suit  all  comers  to  the  best  of  their  ability. 
But  when  a  person  has  put  down  fifty  to  one  hundred  numbers  and  not 
one  is  in,  he  has  a  right  to  feel  disappointed. 

ONLY  SLIGHT  RELIEF. 

The  additional  appropriation  of  $3,000  gave  some  relief.  But  it  was 
very  slight.  Though  it  is  not  really  so  difficult  to  obtain  books  as  before, 
yet  it  seems  so,  and  many  persons  say:  "  It  is  no  use  to  make  out  a  list; 
what  is  there  that's  good  ?"  and  we  try  to  suit  them  as  best  we  can.  The 
number  of  borrowers  is  all  'the  time  increasing,  and  will  reach  or  surpass 
the  number  of  volumes  in  the  library  before  the  next  appropriation  be- 
comes available,  so  that  no  immediate  improvement  is  likely.  Never,  in 
the  history  of  libraries,  I  believe,  has  there  been  so  small  a  number  of 
books  for  so  large  a  number  of  people. 

CIRCULATION. 

The  actual  figures  showing  the  number  of  issues  of  books  in  the  sev- 
eral months  are  as  follows : 

June   7,442 

July   11,278 

August   11,703 

September   12,004 

So  far  as  the  experience  of  other  Hbraries  is  any  indication  of  a  gen- 
eral law,  we  may  judge  that  the  circulation  of  the  library  will  show  an  in- 
crease for  a  few  months,  maintain  the  higher  monthly  figures  until  next 
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March,  when  there  will  be  a  decrease  until  July  and  August.  But  the 
sniall  number  of  books  in  the  library  may  prevent  the  working  of  this  law. 
The  difficulty  of  drawing  such  books  as  a  person  wants  has  some  deterrent 
effect,  and  many  persons  do  not  think  it  worth  while  to  attempt  to  use  the 
library.  The  circulation  really  reached  is  large  absolutely  in  figures,  and 
very  large,  indeed,  when  the  smallness  of  the  library  and  the  difficulty  of 
obtaining  books  is  considered.  In  amount  it  is  equal  to  that  of  Worcester, 
Mass.,  with  a  library  of  65.000  volumes,  and  a  population  about  the  same 
as  ours.    It  is  fifty  per  cent,  larger  than  that  of  Providence,  R.  I. 

WHAT  IS  NEEDED. 

Adequately  to  meet  the  actual  needs  of  the  people  of  New  Haven,  a 
library  of  twenty-five  thousand  volumes  is  needed  for  a  foundation,  and 
must  be  supplemented  by  the  addition  of  5  000  volumes  more  annually. 
One  of  the  chief  ends  aimed  at  in  the  pubhc  library  is  to  furnish  books  of 
instruction  or  reference  books,  books  for  study  rather  than  recreation. 
New  Haven  is  not  only  a  city  of  large  population,  but  of  a  varied  popula- 
tion. It  has  a  large  variety  of  industries.  Its  library  ought  to  contain 
books  for  the  teachers  in  its  schools  to  consult,  books  for  its  professional 
men,  books  for  carpenters,  bricklayers,  workers  in  metals,  painters,  and  in 
short,  for  all  branches  of  industry.  With  adequate  funds  to  purchase  the 
leading  trade  periodicals,  manuals  and  other  important  works  of  reference, 
it  is  evident  that  a  means  of  educating  more  completely  the  various  classes 
of  workers  in  this  city  would  be  provided,  which  the  experience  of  the 
library  has  already  shown  would  be  appreciated,  and  which  would  be  of 
great  value  in  improving  the  commercial  capabilities  of  our  citizens.  The 
Hbrary  would  furnish  the  help  to  a  technical  education  which  the  young 
men  desire,  and  keep  all  the  various  trades  more  easily  and  completely 
abreast  of  the  age.  The  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library  in  Worces- 
ter, Mass.,  say  in  an  address  to  the  public:  "It  is  capable  of  proof  that 
the  excellence  here  [there]  attained  in  the  industrial  arts,  and  the  cele- 
brity and  profit  which  our  [their]  city  has  gained  thereby,  are  due,  in  no 
small  measure  to  the  care  which  has  been  taken  to  equip  the  library 
promptly  with  whatever  may  be  useful  in  that  direction,  and  to  encourage 
the  use  of  the  material  thus  afforded.  If  the  use  of  the  public  library 
should  be  suspended  or  made  difficult  or  irksome,  as  it  might  under  an 
incompetent  or  indifferent  librarian,  a  disastrous  effect  on  our  leading 
industries  would  soon  be  noted." 

CATALOGUES. 

An  important  point  is  suggested  in  the  last  sentence.    Of  hardly 
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less  importance  than  the  possession  of  books  by  the  library  is  the  intelli- 
gent and  thorough  cataloguing  of  them,  and  the  various  means  now  used 
by  leading  libraries  to  bring  the  books  to  the  notice  of  those  who  will  use 
them  if  they  are  only  informed  concerning  them.  Catalogues,  both  man- 
uscript and  printed,  must  be  provided.  And  it  is  highly  important  that 
the  Librarian  and  Assistant  Librarians  should  have  intelligence  to  supple- 
ment the  catalogues  by  furnishing  the  inquirers  with  additional  informa- 
tion about  books  which  no  catalogue  is  hkely  to  supply,  but  which  is 
indispensable  to  the  greatest  usefulness  of  the  Hbrary.  A  small  number 
of  books  which  are  really  used  by  the  public  is  better  than  a  large  number 
practically  unused.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  library  will  never  forget 
this  fact,  and  will  furnish  proper  catalogues  and  sufficient  funds  to  make 
them  most  useful. 

SPECIAL  ASSISTANCE  TO  READERS. 

The  especial  means  to  assist  readers  which  ought  to  be  taken  by  the 
library  I  shall  not  now  discuss.  I  simply  state  that  they  ought  to  be  em- 
ployed, but  cannot  be  to  any  large  extent  until  the  resources  of  the  library 
allow  a  larger  number  of  assistants.  But,  still,  something  in  this  special 
line  of  work  haa  been  begun  and  will  be  continued,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
the  public  will  call  on  the  library  staff  for  such  information  regarding  the 
books  as  they  desire.  By  so  doing  they  will  get  much  more  satisfaction 
and  benefit  in  using  the  library. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS. 

The  gifts  of  books  to  the  library  have  been  quite  numerous.  It  is 
hoped  they  will  be  still  more  numerous  in  the  future.  It  is  particularly 
pleasing  that  so  many  persons  have  been  givers,  although  the  individual 
gifts  may  have  been  small.  The  conduct  of  the  public  in  the  library 
building  is  deserving  of  special  mention.  Their  courtesy  in  general  has 
been  only  the  more  conspicuous  on  account  of  the  extremely  rare  excep- 
tions. It  is  proper  also  to  acknowledge  the  zeal  of  the  assistants  in  the 
discharge  of  their  duties,  and  their  earnest  efforts  to  make  the  library  of 
the  utmost  service  to  the  public. 

Res])ectfully  submitted, 

W.  K.  Stetson, 

GIVERS  OF  BOOKS. 

Ames  Library,  North  Easton.  Mass.    2  vols..  1  bulletin, 
Astor  Library.  New  York.     i  report. 
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Atwater,  Afiss  H.  M.    3  volumes. 
Bacon,  T.  R.    51  volumes. 
Baldwin,  Jifiss  R.  A.     1  volume. 
Baldwin.  Simeon  E.    9  volumes. 
Bamum,  Rev.  S.  W.     2  volumes. 

Boston  Public  Library.    15  volumes  of  catalogues,  etc. 

Bridgeport  Public  Library,    i  report. 

Bronson  Library,  Waterbury.    i  catalogue. 

Buffalo  Library.    2  catalogues. 

City  Government,    i  volume. 

Clark,  F.    2  volumes. 

Collins,  Rev.  Mr.,  Brattleboro,  Vt.     i  report. 
Connecticut  Labor  Bureau     2  volumes. 
Connecticut  State  Library.    36  volumes. 
Dawson,  E.  W.     i  volume. 
Detroit  Public  Library,    i  volume, 
Dewell,  T-  D.    i  volume. 
Dorsey,  J.  M.    lo  volumes. 
Farnam,  C.  H.    3  volumes. 
Farnam,  Mrs.  H.     28  volumes. 

Fletcher  Free  Library,  Burlington,  Vt.     i  report,  4  bulletins. 
Folsom,  W.  L.     5  volumes. 
Holly,  Mr.  L  A.     i  report. 

Hoppin,  Rev.  J.  M.,  and  others,  Collection  of  books  formerly  in  old 
State  House.     150  volumes. 
Hopson,  W.  F.    I  volume. 
Ives,  Mrs.  C.    i  volume. 
Lindsley,  C.  A.,  M.  D.    15  reports. 
Mansfield,  Burton.    2  i  volumes,  i  periodical  for  year. 
Mansfield,  Horace,    i  volume. 
Mercantile  Library,  Philadelphia.    3  pamphlets. 
Mitchell,  C.  L  ,  M.  C.    147  volumes. 
Moore,  Mrs.  T.  E.    i  volume. 
Moulton,  P.  C.    57  volumes. 

Nevins  Memorial  Library,  Methuen  Library.    2  volumes. 
New  Haven  Chamber  of  Commerce.    50  Consular  Reports. 
Patterson.  N.  J.  Free  Public  Library,    i  catalogue. 
Petilt,  AJiss  F.  A.    56  volumes. 
Portland  Pubhc  Library.    1  catalogue. 
Pratt  Library,  Baltimore,  Md.    t  catalogue. 
Providence  Public  Library,    i  report. 
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Settle,  G.  H.  i  volume. 
Shiner,  Mrs.  5  volumes. 
Smith,  T.  H.    10  volumes. 

Springfield,  Mass.,  City  Library  Association,    i  report. 

Thatcher,  J.  K.    43  volumes. 

U.  S.  Commissioner  of  Labor,    i  volume. 

U.  S.  Secretary  of  the  Interior.    10  volumes. 

Wesleyan  University,     i  volume. 

Winchell  &  Crampton.    3  volumes. 

Yale  College  Library.    47  volumes. 

Young  Men's  Institute,  New  Haven,    i  catalogue. 

GIVERS  OF  PERIODICALS. 

Heaton,  E.    Medical  journals. 
Mansfield,  B.    Living  Church. 
Porter,  J.    N.  Y.  Journal  of  Commerce. 
Publishers, — New  Haven  Dailies. 

Shore  Line  Times. 

Saturday  Telegram. 

Critic.    (Plopkins  Grammar  School.) 

Crescent.    (Hillhouse  High  School.) 

Voice. 

Y(»ung  Republican. 
Trinity  M.  E.  Church,  Prayer  league.    Christian  Advocate. 
W.  C.  T.  U.— Union  Signal. 

Young  Crusader. 

Der  Deutsh  Amerikaner. 


STATISTICS. 


NUMBER  OF  VOLUMES. 

Number  of  volumes  in  library  September  30,  1887  5^765 

Purchased  5,169 

Given    596 

  5,765 

Deduct  6  lost  and  paid  for. 
Deduct  2  lost  and  not  paid  for. 

8  8 


N.  B.    The  total  number,  October  29,  is 
USE  OF  BOOKS. 

Month.  Circulation. 

June.  7-30  7,442 

July  11,278 

August  1 1,703 

September  1 2,004 


5,757 
6,01 1; 


Days  open. 
21 

25 
27 
26 

99 


Total  42,427 

Smallest  circulation,  opening  day   221 

Largest  circulation,  September  24   722 

Average  daily  circulation  428.5 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  BOOKS   AND  CIRCULATION. 


Ratio  of 

Vols,  in 

Per  cent,  of 

ciiculation 

Class. 

library. 

Circulation. 

circulation. 

to  vols,  in 

library. 

Philosophy,  ethics,  etc   _  . 

54 

168 

•3 

•3 

Religions    .   

97 

176 

•3 

1-7 

Sociology,  law,  politics,  education,  etc. 

126 

218 

•4 

1-7 

Philology      

1 1 

18 

•03 

1.8 

Natural  science. .  _     

190 

^S3 

1.2 

31 

Useful  arts    , . 

144 

733 

1.4 

5- 

Fine  and  recreative  arts  

94 

605 

I.  I 

6.7 

Poetry  and  drama   . 

136 

607 

I.  I 

4  5 

Essays  and  literary  miscellany   

360 

950 

1.8 

2.6 

History..     

464 

1761 

3-3 

3-8 

Biography  

369 

1296 

2.2 

3.5 

Travels   

260 

2158 

4- 

8.2 

Juvenile  fiction     ... 

781 

14206 

26.3 

18. 

Adult  fiction    

2321 

30359 

56.3 

13 

Totals  

1  5742 

1  53908 

9.4 

N.  B. — The  preceding  table  uses  the  totals  up  to  Oct.  29th,  as  the 
only  figures  available.  Only  books  allowed  to  be  circulated  are  counted. 
The  last  column  shows  the  average  circulation  of  the  volumes  in  the 
library. 

Note  to  statistics  of  circulation. — The  number  of  times  that  books 
are  issued  in  the  Providence  Public  Library  is  about  three  per  year,  which 
is  one-sixth  as  many  as  the  New  Haven  Library.  In  Worcester  Public 
Library  it  is  less  than  three  times  a  year.  So  that  calls  for  each  book  is  six 
times  as  numerous  in  New  Haven,  and  the  books  are  six  times  as  likely 
to  be  out. 

These  figures  are  even  greater  than  they  appear ;  as,  until  August  we 
only  had  3,500  volumes,  which  were  issued  11,278  times  in  July,  over  three 
times  each  in  one  month.  Probaly  1 2  would  be  nearer  the  right  figure 
than  9.5. 

REGISTRATION. 


June,  7-3oth   2,575 

July   1,120 

August   681 

September   639 

Total  5,015 


Note. — Total  registration,  Oct.  28,  5,555. 


MEMBERS  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS, 

His  Honor,  The  Mayor,  S.  A.  York. 

James  N.  States,        Term  expires  December  31,  1887. 

Charles  Kleiner,         "        "  "  " 

Charles  S  Mersick,               "  "        "  " 

Joseph  Porter,             "        "  "        "  1888. 

Charles  S.  Hastings,     "         "  "  " 

Burton  Mansfield,                "  "  " 

John  H.  Leeds,             "        "  "  1889. 

Frank  L.  Bigelow,         '  "  " 

Cornelius  T.  Driscoll,  "         "  "  " 

ORGANIZATION, 

Chahman. 
The  Mayok,  ex-officio. 

President. 
James  N.  States. 

Secretary  and  Treasurer. 
Burton  Mansfield. 

Assistant  Secretary, 
F.  L.  Bigelow. 


James  N.  States, 


i6 

Executive  Committee. 
Joseph  Porter, 


John  H.  Leeds. 


Committee  on  Library  a7id  Reading-Room. 
The.  Mayor, 

Chas.  S.  Hastings,  Burton  Mansfield,  C.  T,  Driscoil. 


Finance  Committee. 
Chas.  S.  Mersick.  Chas.  Kleiner,  Frank  L  Bigelow 


LIBRARY  SERVICE, 


Librarian. 
Willis  K.  Stetson. 


Assistants. 

Mrs.  C.  V.  Forbes,  H.  F.  Logan,  Miss  F.  A.  Petttt,  Thos.  H.  Smith, 


Janitor. 
F.  Holt. 
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Members  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 


His  Honor,  The  Mayor,  S.  A.  York. 


Joseph  Porter, 
Charles  S.  Hastings, 
Burton  Mansfield, 
John  H.  Leeds, 
Frank  L.  Bigelow, 
Cornelius  T.  Driscoll, 
George  R.  Burton, 
Charles  Kleiner, 
Charles  S.  Mersick, 


Term  expires  December  31,  !< 


Ofganization. 

Chairman. 
The  Mayor,  ex-officio. 

President. 
Joseph  Porter. 

Secretary  afid  Treasurer. 
Burton  Mansfield. 


1889. 


1890. 


i 

Assista7it  Secretary, 

F.    L.  BiGELOW. 


Exectitii'e  Covwiittee. 
Joseph  Porter.  John  H.  Leeds.  George  R.  Burton* 


Co7nmittee  on  Library  and  Reading  Roo7n. 
The  Mayor. 

C.  S.  Hastings  Burton  Mansfield.  C.  T.  Driscoll 


Fi7iance  Co77ii7iittee. 
C.  S.  Mersick.  Charles  Kleiner.  F.  L.  Bigelow. 

Librapi}  Service. 

Librarian. 
W.  K.  Stetson. 


Assistants. 

T.  H.  Smith.    H.  F.  Logan.    Miss  F.  A  Petitt.    Miss  G.  T.  Ensign. 


Ja7iiior. 
F.  Holt. 
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REPORT. 


To  the  Honorable  Court  of  Couwion  Council  of  the  City  of  New  Haven  : 

The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  PubUc  Library  of  New  Haven 
herewith  submit  their  second  annual  report,  with  the  report  of  the  Libra- 
rian and  financial  statement  for  the  year ;  also  an  itemized  estimate  of 
the  reasonable  expenses  for  the  year  to  come,  and  a  list  of  donors. 

The  Library  contained  at  the  close  of  the  library  year,  September  30, 
8463  volumes,  an  increase  of  2706  volumes;  and  of  this  number  816 
were  given.  Number  of  members,  7970,  an  increase  of  2955.  The 
property  is  in  very  good  order,  except  the  books,  which  vary  in  condition, 
according  to  the  usage  they  have  received  from  the  people. 

As  will  be  seen  in  detail  from  the  report  of  the  Librarian,  the  circula- 
tion amounted  to  138,574  volumes,  over  twenty  times,  on  the  average,  for 
each  book  in  the  library.  In  case  of  works  of  fiction  the  issue  was 
naturally  greater  than  the  average,  and  made  much  rebinding  necessary, 
which  accounts  for  the  amount  of  the  binding  bill.  It  is  gratifying  to 
note  that  only  two  other  libraries  in  New  England  exceeded  this  in 
circulation. 

The  attendance  in  the  Reading  room  was  large  through  the  year. 
About  thirty  newspapers  and  eighty-five  periodicals  were  on  file. 
At  the  close  of  the  library  year  the  room  in  which  the  books  were 
kei:)t  became  so  crowded  that  it  seemed  necessary  to  make  a  radical 
change  in  order  to  obtain  more  room  to  care  properly  for  future  purchases 
of  books.  The  Library  was  therefore  moved  to  the  room  occupied  as  the 
Reading-room,  and  the  two  front  rooms  used  for  the  Library  were  changed 
to  Reading-rooms.  This  change  necessarily  curtailed  the  space  available 
for  readers,  and  not  one-half  as  many  can  be  accommodated  as  formerly. 
Those  desiring  to  read  the  magazines,  and  the  literary,  scientific  and  trade 
papers,  will  find  no  difficulty  in  doing  so,  however. 

In  the  selection  of  books  regard  has  been  paid  to  the  needs  of  the 
general  public.  A  liberal  proportion  of  current  books  have  been  pur- 
chased, also  a  large  number  of  standard  works  But  the  amount  of 
money  at  the  disposal  of  the  Directors  is  only  a  fraction  of  what  is  needed 
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to  meet  the  demands  of  the  public.  The  reasonable  needs  of  the  Library 
require  at  least  $15,000  annually.  With  its  present  resources  the  Li- 
brary is  not  able  to  meet  the  demands  upon  it.  Middletown  received 
$80,000  for  its  public  library;  Bridgeport  a  building  and  lot  valued  at 
$100,000;  Waterbury  $200,000;  Hartford  has  lately  been  offered  $275,- 
000,  on  condition  that  $125,000  additional  should  be  raised.  May  we 
not  hope  that  our  Library  will  receive  similar  donations  from  some  of  our 
fellow  citizens?  Endowment  funds  of  $200,000  are  desired.  Meanwhile 
the  Directors  feel  that  the  needs  of  the  Library  are  pressing,  and  if  the 
financial  resources  of  the  city  should  warrant  larger  appropriations,  they 
would  result  in  a  great  increase  in  the  usefulness  of  the  Library  to  the 
community. 


ESTIMATED  EXPENSES  FOR  THE  ENSUING  YEAR. 


Books  

Periodicals  

Binding  

Salaries  

Rent  . 

Heating  and  Lighting- 
Furniture  and  Repairs- 
Stationery  and  Blanks- 
Insurance  

Expressage  and  Postage. 

Catalogues  

Miscellaneous  


,$  1,700  00 


1,600  00 
700  00 


75  00 
50  00 

75  00 
350  00 
150  00 


200  00 


Total, 


$i0j000  00 


On  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Directors, 


C.  S.  Mersick, 
Charles  KLEI^^ER, 

F.  L.  BiGELOW, 
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Financial  Statement. 

(FROM  NOV.  1st,  1887  to  NOV.  ist,  1888.) 


RECEIPTS. 


Nov.  I,  1887,  On  hand  $    77 1  21 

Jan.  7,  1888,  Appropriation  $1000  00 

Mar  3,  1888,  "    3000  00 

June  9,  1888,  "   2000  00 

Aug.  4,  1888,  "    4000  00 


$10,000  00 

Advertisements  in  catalogue   no  00 

Petty  cash  .   60  00 

Old  paper  sold   4  03 

Fines   490  26 


$11,435  50 

EXPENDITURES. 

BOOKS. 

E.  P.  Judd    $940  71 

H.  H.  Peck   618  29 

Gustave  E.  Stechert  „  ,   200  88 

Charles  F.  Libbie  &  Co.—   114  71 

James  T.  Bolles   76  00 

G.  M.  Dayton   63  00 

L.  B.  Bartholomew   55  00 

R.  R.  Bowker   33  50 

D.  Appleton  &  Co   28  00 

Miss  L.  M.  Hewitt  .   20  50 

J.  H.  Lamb,  Agt   55  00 

H.  F.  Andrus   12  00 

T.  H.  Pease  &  Son   7  29 
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Andrews      Cox  $    6  80 

J.  H.  Hickox   5  0° 

J.  A.  Stannis   5 

Price,  Lee  &  Co    3  0° 

J.  W.  Christopher   84 

A.  S.  Clark  ^  64 

Sundries   34  87 

$2281  03 

PERIODICALS. 

T.  H.  Pease  &  Son  $431  5° 

W.  H.  Spock,  Register   8  00 

New  Haven  Union   8  00 

The  Palladium   6  00 

The  Journal  and  Courier   6  00 

The  Morning  News  .   5  50 

A.  I.  Woodbury  &  Co  .   2  00 

$467  00 

BINDING. 

W.  L.   McCloud  $952  75 

SALARIES. 

W.  K.  Stetson,  Librarian  $1166  66 

T.  H.  Smith,  Assistant  Librarian   594  29 

H.  F.  Logan,      "  "    480  00 

Miss  F.  A.  Petitt,  Assistant  Librarian   405  00 

Miss  G.  T.  Ensign,       "  "    247  80 

Mrs.  C.  V.  Forbes,       "  "    120  00 

Mrs.  F.  C.  Haskell,      "  "    38  00 

Extra   help   28  97 

Fleming  Holt,  janitor   260  25 

$3340  97 

RENT. 

Charles  H.  Webb,  Attorney   $1600  08 
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FUEL  AND  LIGHT. 

N.  H.  Heat  Supply  Co  $138  00 

N.  H.  Gas  Light  Co   437  ©9 

N.  H.  Electric  Co   339  25 

$914  34 

FURNITURE  AND  REPAIRS. 

C.  Cowles  &  Co.,  rods   $  2  00 

Robert  Wilson,  repairing  doors   ^3  87 

Piatt  &  Thompson,  painting  — .   40  70 

A.   S.  Teal,  joiner  work   5  25 

D.  C.  Beardsley,  joiner  work   50  88 

W.  A.  Sherman,                "    21  30 

Foskett  &  Bishop,  plumbing   i  08 

Curtiss  &  Pierpont,       "    5  66 

S.  R.  Hemingway,  furnishing   7  32 

$148  06 

STATIONERY,  PRINTING,  ETC. 

Price,  Lee,  &  Co.,  printing   $19  00 

Stafford  Printing  Co.,  printing   6  60 

Tuttle,  Morehouse  &  Taylor,  printing   28  00 

Stationery   7  72 

$61  32 

INSURANCE. 

Security  Insurance  Co  $  50  00 

EXPRESSAGE,  ETC. 

Expressage  and  postage   49  69 

CATALOGUE. 

Price,  Lee  &  Co   201  40 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

American  Library  Association  $10  00 

Chas.  G.  Kimberly,  mdse   75 

Library  Bureau,  suppHes   42  55  , 

C.  S.  Mersick  &  Co.  supplies   14  88 
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F.  S.  Bradley  &  Co  ,  supplies  $31  03 

New  Haven  Ice  Co.,  ice   9  40 

Treasurer,  for  incidentals   25  00 

Rawson  &  Harris,  signs   5  75 

Sundries   33  50    172  86 

$10,239  50 

*Balance  on  hand  .   1,196  00 

$11,435  50 

RECAPITULATION. 

Receipts  $11,435  5° 

Expenditures  : 

Books  $2,281  03 

Periodicals   467  00 

Binding   952  75 

Salaries   3,340  97 

Rent   1,600  08 

Fuel  and  lights   914  34 

Furniture  and  repairs   148  06 

Stationery,  printing,  etc   61  32 

Insurance   50  00 

Expressage  and  Postage   49  69 

Catalogue   201  40 

Miscellaneous   172  86 

$10,239  50 

*Balance  on  hand   1,196  00 

 $11,435  50 

New  Haven,  Conn.,  Nov.  5th,  1888 

On  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Directors, 

Burton  Mansfield,  Treasurer. 

*  Tliis  balance  is  subject  to  fixed  charges  for  one  month,  and  some  bills  now  outstanding. 
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LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT. 

YEAR  ENDING  SEPTEMBER  30,  1888. 


To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library  of  New  Haven  : 

The  Second  Annual  Report  of  the  Hbrarian,  covering  the  library 
year,  Oct.  ist,  1887  to  Sept  30,  1888,  is  respectfully  submitted. 

NUMBER  OF  VOLUMES. 

Number  of  volumes  added  by  purchase  

"              "          "     "  gift   816 

"     "         "         "     "  magazines  bound   27 

"     "         "         "     "  exchange   19 


2,778 


Number  of  volumes  lost*  14 

"  "         exchanged   3 

"     "  duplicates  sold,  etc  20 

"     "  volumes  worn  out  35 


  72 

Net  gain  2,706 

Reported  last  yearJ  5,757 


8,463 

CIRCULATION  OF  BOOKS. 


By  months 


October   13,180 

November   13,081 

December   12,516 

January   12,699 

February   13,143 

March    13,593 


April  11,144 

May  ^  10,076 

June   9,446 

July   9,964 

August   9,945 

September   9,787 


Total  for  year  138,574. 

*These  have  mostly  been  paid  for  l^y  losers. 
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CLASSIFICATION  OF  BOOKS  AND  CIRCULATION. 

The  approximate  number  of  volumes  (i.  e.,  excluding  reference  books, 
public  documents,  etc.),  the  number  of  volumes  issued,  and  turn-over 
(i.  e  ,  the  average  number  of  times  each  volume  was  issued)  are  given  in 
the  following  table  :  — 


Class. 

No.  Vols. 

CirGulatiofl. 

Per  ce«t.  of 

Turnover. 

Philosphy  and  religion    

325 

1078 

•78 

3.3 

Social  and  political  science  

270 

693 

•5 

2.5 

Philology  

40 

80 

.06 

2. 

Natural  science  

300 

1745 

1.26 

5.8 

Useful  arts   

295 

1628 

1. 17 

s-s 

Fine  and  recreative  arts  

*55 

1390 

I. 

81 

Literature  and  miscellany  

725 

3722 

2.69 

5- 

Juvenile  fiction. .  ^ 

870 

34362 

24.8 

38.8 

Adult  fiction  

2750 

81419 

58.75 

29.1 

Travels  

435 

4948 

3-57 

"•5 

Biography   . 

645 

3017 

2.18 

4  7 

History   , 

630 

4492 

3-24 

7- 

Totals   _ 

7440 

138574 

100. 

Of  course  the  real  turn- over  is  greater,  since  the  number  of  volumes 
taken  is  that  at  the  end  of  the  year.  There  is  still  great  difficulty  in 
meeting  the  demands  for  popular  books.  Many  are  called  for  several 
times  where  they  are  given  out  once. 

Largest  daily  issue,  March  17  1000 

Smallest  "       "  13   8 

Both  dates  the  week  of  the  great  storm.  On  the  latter  day  the  Lib- 
rary was  open  only  a  few  minutes. 

Largest  weekly  issue,  Feb.  13-18  35i4  (one-half  the  whole  library.) 

Smallest     "       "     June  18-23  1920 

Numbers  of  borrowers  registered  during  the  year  2955    Total,  7970 

RELATIVE  STANDING  OF  THE  LIBRARY. 

The  Library  has  a  full  year's  record  and  by  comparing  this  record 
with  that  of  a  few  other  libraries  its  relative  position  will  appear  some- 
what ])lainly. 
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FINANCIAL  RESOURCES. 

Lowell  City  Library  received  from  the  city  about   $15,000 

Springfield  City  Library  received  from  the  city  about   i5:Oo° 

Worcester  Free  Public  Library  received  from  the  city  about   20,000 

New  Haven  "       "         "                    "     "     "    10.0°° 

SIZE  OF  LIBRARY. 

Lowell  Library  had  in  1887*  ^  33,164  Volumes. 

Springfield  Library  had  in  1888*  64,716 

Worcester       "       "    "  1887*  70.35° 

New  Haven     "       "    "  1888   8,463 

YEARLY  ADDITIONS. 

LoweU  Library  added  in  1887. .3164  vols.     Expended  for  books  $4,231  75 

Spiingfield      "        "    "    "   4226    "  "       "    "  (and  periodicals) 9,41 8  48 

Worcester  "    "    "  3441    "  "       "  "    7,690  75 

New  Haven     "        "    "    "   2778    "  "       "  "        -- ^,281  03 

USE  OF  BOOKS. 

Lowell  Library  issued  for  home  reading  100,887  Volumes. 

Springfield  Library      "     "        "   145,164  " 

Worcester      "  "     "        "   137,015  " 

New  Haven    "  "     "        "   138,574 

CATALOGUES  AND  BULLETINS. 

The  supply  of  the  original  catalogue  of  the  library  was  exhausted 
last  December.  Since  that  time  about  2000  persons  have  become  bor- 
rowers, and  a  few  have  been  accommodated  by  catalogues  loaned  for  two 
weeks.  A  bulletin,  consisting  of  an  author  list  and  subject  index,  was  issued 
in  November,  containing  over  1500  volumes,  and  a  second  of  the  same 
character  and  size  was  issued  in  September.  Both  are  still  in  print,  and 
the  second  at  least  will  last  for  several  months.  But  during  the  coming 
year,  it  seems  to  me,  a  complete  catalogue  should  be  issued,  to  prevent 
a  large  number  of  books  from  failing  to  be  used  because  practically  not 
known  to  be  in  the  Hbrary.  In  the  state  of  finances  the  issue  of  only  a 
cheaper  and  much  less  convenient  catalogue  than  the  first  one  issued  will 
perhaps  be  feasible ;  but  even  this  will  largely  increase  the  usefulness  of 
the  books. 

*Date  of  latest  report. 
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READING-ROOM. 

The  attendance  in  the  Reading-room  has  been  large  throughout  the 
year.  About  30  newspapers  and  85  other  periodicals  have  been  on  file. 
Sometimes  the  room  was  too  small  for  the  numbers  that  came.  As  stated 
last  year  the  readers  included  few  ladies. 

CHANGES  IN  THE  ROOMS. 

The  change  by  which  the  books  were  placed  in  the  large  room  and 
the  periodicals  in  the  two  front  rooms  relieves  the  library  which  had 
already  become  crowded,  and  there  will  be  room  for  a  few  years  to 
come.  But  the  new  quarters  for  the  Reading-room  are  about  two-fifths 
as  large  as  the  old  ones,  and  consequently  the  number  ot  readers  that  can 
be  accommodated  is  correspondingly  small.  But  the  wishes  of  the  public 
can  not  be  met  in  this  particular  until  larger  quarters  are  provided,  either 
in  this  building  or  elsewhere. 

GIFTS. 

A  large  number  of  gifts  of  books  and  unbound  magazines  have  been 
received.  Doubtless  we  may  expect  more,  and  the  public  may  feel  sure 
that  their  gifts  are  certain  to  be  of  much  service. 

BOOKS  FOR  THE  BLIND. 

A  collection  of  books  for  the  blind  was  received  from  The  Perkins 
Institution.    Several  blind  persons  are  now  using  the  books  constantly. 

IN  CONCLUSION. 

The  year's  record  seems  to  afford  evidence  that  the  library  is  doing  a 
good  work  in  the  city.  While  the  percentage  of  fiction  was' large,  still  the 
number  of  books  other  than  fiction  issued  was  22,793.  As  the  number  of 
such  books  increases,  as  this  library  approaches  to  the  standard  of  libraries 
in  other  places,  offering  to  the  public  more  abundant  resources  and  meet- 
mg  their  demands  somewhat  fully,  its  usefulness  will  be  largely  increased. 

Respectfully 

W.  K.  Stetson,  Librarian. 
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LIST   OF  DONORS. 

Allen,  H.  B.    Many  volumes  of  magazines  in  numbers,  and  sheet  music. 

Ames,  J.  G.    i  report. 

Amherst  College.    2  pamphlets. 

Baltimore  Peabody  Institute,    i  report. 

Bangor  Public  Library,    i  pamphlet. 

Barney,  S.  E.    9  books;  18  vol.  magazines  unbound. 

Boston  Public  Library.    Report  and  bulletins. 

Boston  Record  Commissioners.    19  reports. 

Bradley,  John.  31  vol.  of  Scribner's  and  Century  unbound;  62  num- 
bers Sunday  Magazine. 

Bradley,  L.  A.    10  volumes. 

Bridgeport  Public  Library,    i  report. 

Brooklyn  Library,    i  report. 

Chicago  Public  Library.    1  report ;  i  pamphlet. 

Concord,  Mass.,  Free  Public  Library,    i  report. 

Connecticut  Commissioner  of  Labor,    i  report. 

State  Board  of  Education,    i  report. 
"  State  Library.  Documents. 

Converse  Memorial  Library,  Maiden,  Mass.    i  report. 
Detroit  Public  Library,    i  report. 
Dorsey,  J.  M.    6  books. 
Folsom,  W.  J.    4  books. 
French,  C,  M.  C.    Public  documents. 
Gilmore,  J.  R.    14  books. 

Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  Public  Library,    i  report ;  i  pamphlet 

Hartford  Library  Association.    Report  and  bulletin. 

Harvard  University  Library.  Reports. 

Hawley,  Hg7i.  J.  R.    loth  census  reports. 

Heaton,  E.    Medical  journals. 

Heaton,  J.  E.    35  volumes. 

Hillhouse  High  School  Pupils.     The  Crescent. 

Holly,  1.  A.    I  pamphlet 

Hopkins  Grammar  School  Pupils.    The  Critic. 
Ingersoll,  Charles.    17  volumes. 
Kempf,  Mrs.    8  books. 


Lawrence  Public  Library.  Report. 

Leavenworth  Board  of  Trade.    Leave7iworth  Daily  Times. 

Lindsley,  C.  A.,  M.  D.  Reports. 

Loomis,  C.  M.    Musical  and  Masonic  Journal. 

Lowell  City  Library.  Report. 

Lynn  Public  Library.  Report. 

Maimonides  Library.    3  reports,  7  bulletins. 

Manchester,  N.  H,,  Public  Library.    2  reports. 

Mansfield,  Burton.    13  volumes  of  magazines  in  numbers,  2  books,  i 
pamphlet,  Living  Church. 
Meigs,  W.  M.    I  pamphlet. 
New  Haven  Board  of  Education.    2  reports. 
New  Haven  City.    2  volumes. 
New  Haven  Orphan  Asylum.  Report. 

New  Haven  W.  C.  T.  U.     Union  Signal^  Deutsche  Anicrikaner,  Yowig 
Crusader.,  Cofuiecficuf  Home. 
New  York  Apprentices'  Library.  Report. 
New  York  Free  Circulating  Library.    Report;  catalogue. 
Newberry  Library.  Report. 
Newburyport  Public  Library.  R-eport. 
Paterson  Free  PubHc  Library.  Report. 
Petitt,  Miss  F.  A.    46  books. 
Perkins  Institution.    59  books  for  blind. 
Philadelphia  Mercantile  Report. 
Poor,  H.  V.  and  H.  W.    9  volumes. 
Porter,  Joseph.    N.  V.  Journal  of  Co7nfnerce. 
PubHshers.    New  Haven  dailies,  Shore  Lifie  Times. 
St.  Paul  PubUc  Library.  Report. 
Shelton,  CM.    91  volumes 
Smith,  T.  H.    4  volumes. 
Sprague,  H.  B.    i  pamphlet. 

Springfield,  Mass.,  City  Library,    i  report;  Monthly  Bulletin. 

Taunton,  Mass.,  Pubhc  Library.  Report. 

Trinity  M.  E.  Church  Prayer  League.     Christian  Advocate 

Trowbridge,  VV.  P.    5  volumes. 

U.  S.  Government.    PubHc  documents. 

Wesleyan  University.  Bulletin. 

Winchell,  J.  R.     i  pamphlet. 

Yale  University  Library.    Public  documents. 

Young  Men's  Republican  Club.     Young  Republican, 
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PRINTERS. 


DIRECTORS  OF  THE  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


CHAIRMAN. 

Hon.  henry  F.  PECK,  Major,  ex-officio. 

John  H.  Leeds,  President, 
Term  expires  December  31,  1889.  Residence,  318  Howard  Avenue. 

Prof.  C.  S.  Hastings,* 
Term  expires  December  31,  1889.  Residence,  191  Bradley  Street. 

Joseph  Porter,  f 
Term  expires  December  31,  1889.  Residence,  224  Wooster  Street. 

Charles  Kleiner, 
Term  expires  December  31,  1890.  Residence,  169  Wooster  Street. 

George  R.  Burton, 
Term  expires  December  31,  1890.  Residence,  11  Park  Street. 

Charles  S.  Mersick, 
Term  expires  December  31,  1890.  Residence,  1215  Chapel  Street. 

Burton  Mansfield,  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 
Term  expires  December  31,  1891.  Residence,  1  Lyon  Street. 

George  D.  Watrous, 
Term  expires  December  31,  1891.  Residence,  153  Cliurch  Street. 

James  T.  Moran,  Assistant  Secretary, 
Term  expires  December  31,  1891.  Residence,  55  White  Street. 

librarian. 
Willis  K.  Stetson. 

assistants. 

Miss  F.  A.  Pettit,        Thos.  H.  Smith,        H.  F.  Logan, 
Miss  Glencora  T.  Ensign. 


*  Appointed  in  place  of  Cornelius  T.  Driacoll,  resigned, 
f  Appointed  in  place  of  F.  L.  Bigelow,  resigned. 


REPORT 

OF  THE 

D  I  RECTORS 

OF  THE 

FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


To  the  Honor ahle  CoiiH  of  Common  Council  of  the  City  of 
New  Haven : 

In  presenting  their  tliircl  report,  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
the  Free  Public  Library  are  able  to  chronicle  the  addition  of 
2,077  volumes,  making  the  total  number  of  volumes  10,310  ; 
which  has  since  been  increased  500  volumes  during  the  month 
of  October. 

The  use  of  the  Library  has  continued  to  be  large,  being  the 
fourth  in  New  England,  surpassed  by  Boston,  Springfield  and 
Worcester.  The  character  of  the  books  read  shows  considera- 
ble improvement. 

The  Board  was  obliged  to  do  considerable  painting  to  put 
the  Library  rooms  in  creditable  condition.  About.  $525  was 
spent  on  a  new  catalogue ;  but  this  will  ultimately  be  returned 
by  the  sale  of  it,  to  a  large  extent. 

The  early  necessity  of  new  quarters  to  accommodate  the 
Library  is  pressing  upon  us,  and  the  sum  appropriated  by 
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jour  honorable  body  will  enable  ns  to  provide  for  this  when  it 
seems  desirable  to  do  so. 

The  income  of  the  Marett  Fund  will  be  of  vast  value  to  the 
Library,  provided  the  usual  appropriation  shall  be  continued. 
Nevertheless,  the  total  income  will  be  considerably  short  of 
what  it  should  be,  and  we  again  express  the  hope  that  we  may 
receive  large  gifts  from  our  citizens. 

We  have  thought  it  would  be  of  some  use  to  present  a  table,* 
exhibiting  a  comparative  view  of  the  expenditures  and  incomes 
of  several  libraries  in  IS^ew  England.  From  it  may  be  judged 
how  far  the  Board  has  succeeded  in  being  economical. 

The  report  of  the  Librarian,  also  the  Treasurer's  Report^ 
for  the  year  now  ending,  and  the  estimated  expenses  for  tlie 
year  to  come,  are  submitted  herewith. 

The  reasonable  estimated  expenses  for  the  ensuing  year  are 
as  follows : 


Books,  .......  $2,150.00 

Periodicals,          .....  335.00 

Binding,   700.00 

Salaries,   3,750.00 

Rent,    .......  1.600.00 

Lighting  and  heating,     ....  800.00 

Furniture  and  repairs,         .          .  •       .          .  200.00 

Stationery  and  blanks,    .         .          .          .  75.00 

Insurance,       .  .  .  .  .  .75.00 

Express  and  postage,       .          .          .         .  75.00 

Catalogues,     ......  100.00 

Miscellaneous,      .         .         .         .         .  150.00 


Total,    .....  $10,000.00 


On  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Directors, 

C.  S.  Mersick,  ) 

CiiAs.  Kleiner,  \  Finance  Committee. 
Jas.  T.  Moran,  ) 

*  See  opposite  page. 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT. 


(From  November  1,  1888,  to  November  1,  1889.) 


RECEIPTS. 

1888. 

Nov.    1.    Cash  on  hand,       .....         |1, 196.00 
1889. 

Feb.  9.  Cash  on  account  of  appropriation,  .  $2,000.00 
March  8.  "  "  "  .  2,000.00 

June   9.  "  "  "  .  2,000.00 

Sept.    7.  "  "  *'  .  4,000.00 

 $10,000.00 

Cash  from  advertisements  in  catalogues,  125.00 
"     "       fines,  .         .  .  369.63 

"  "  sale  of  catalogues,  .  .  50.00 
"  "     book  case,  .         .  10.00 

"     "      old  paper,         .  .         .  1.2H 


Total,   $11,751.91 

EXPENDITURES. 

Books,   $2,811.98 

Periodicals   284.30 

Binding,   776.47 

Salaries,   3,360.39 

Rent,   1,600.08 

Fuel  and  Lights,           ....  696.25 

Furniture  and  repairs,        ....  439.50 

Stationery,  printing,  etc.,        .          .          .  74.70 

Insurance,      ......  50.00 

Expressage  and  postage,         .          .         .  40.30 

Catalogues,    :   516.00 

Miscellaneous,     .....  125.02 

Total,   $10,774.99 

^Balance  on  hand,        ....  976.92 

  $11,751.91 


On  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Directors, 

BURTON  MANSFIELD,  Treasurer. 

New  Haven,  Conn.,  October  29,  1889. 


*  This  balance  is  subject  to  lixed  charges  for  one  month  and  some 
bills  now  outstanding. 


REPORT  OF  LIBRARIAN 


KOR  1888-9. 


To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Pioblic  Librwry : 

The  Report  of  the  Librarian  for  the  year  ending  September 
30,  1889,  is  respectfully  submitted. 

THE   tear's  growth. 

Volumes. 


There  have  been  added  by  purchase,          .         .  1,714 

There  have  been  added  by  gift,    .         .         .  280 

There  have  been  added  by  exchange,         .         .  8 

There  have  been  added  by  magazines  being  bound,  75 


Total,  2,077 

There  have  been  worn  out  and  discarded,  .  225 
There  have  been  exchanged,  ....  5 


Total,         .....  230 


The  net  increase  is  therefore  1,847  volumes,  making  the 
whole  number  in  the  library  10,310."^ 


*  Some  are  lost  and  others  have  not  been  recovered  from  borrowers. 
Several  hundred  volumes  have  been  added  in  October. 
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GIFTS. 

The  number  of  volumes  given  during  the  year  was  much 
smaller  than  during  the  year  previous,  but  the  apparent  de- 
crease is  largely  owing  to  the  large  number  of  public  docu- 
ments received  the  previous  year.  We  are  glad  to  record 
many  very  welcome  gifts.  A  list  of  donors  is  given  in  the 
appendix.  Doubtless  the  future  will  be  marked  by  more  nu- 
merous gifts  of  books,  pamphlets  and  periodicals,  many  of  which, 
while  of  little  use  to  their  o^mers,  are  valuable  additions  to  a 
public  library. 

Periodicals,  bound  and  unbound,  may  be  particularly  men- 
tioned as  lumbering  many  garrets,  of  no  use  to  any  one,  which 
in  the  library  would  probably  be  of  great  service.  By  Poole 
&  Fletcher's  index  all  general  periodicals  since  the  beginning 
of  the  century  are  fully  indexed,  and  the  usefulness  of  sets  of 
periodicals  in  a  public  library  is  very  great.  We  have  only 
Atlantic,  Harper's,  Littell's,  Quarterly  Review,  Scribner's-Cen- 
tury,  the  new  Scribner's,  Our  Young  Folks,  and  Wide  Awake 
complete,  and  have  had  to  disappoint  many  inquirers  in  the 
past  year  on  account  of  our  lack  of  other  sets  of  periodicals. 
We  should  be  glad  to  receive  pamphlets  relating  to  'New 
Haven  and  Connecticut  generally ;  reports  of  all  kinds,  new 
and  old ;  in  short  any  gifts  are  welcome,  and  will  always  be 
sent  for  upon  notification. 

The  number  of  volumes  purchased  is  slightly  smaller  than 
that  of  last  year  ;  but  this  decrease  is  apparent  rather  than  real, 
owing  to  the  fact  tliat  the  fiscal  year  ends  two  months  later 
than  the  statistical  year,  and  hence  the  amount  available  for 
books  may  be  expended  differently,  earlier  or  later,  in  different 
years.  Nevertheless,  it  is  important  to  remember  that  the 
amount  expended  for  books  is  small  indeed.  Twice  as  much 
as  is  expended  would  l)e  small  for  a  library  such  as  this  in  so 
large  a  city.  Mr.  Foster  of  the  J^rovidence  Public  Library  has 
C(jiri piled  tables  regarding  libraries,  and  an  extract  from  them 
will  show  how  far  behind  New  Haven  is  in  this  matter.  Taking 
only  cities  of  about  the  same  size  and  wealth,  or  those  smaller 
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and  less  wealthy  than  this  city,  the  following  table  is  sig- 
nificant : 


1 

Popurt'n 
1885. 

Number 
Volumes. 

City 
Appropria- 
tion. 

Total 
income. 

 i 

Expense 
for  Books 
and 

Springfield  

j 

37,575 

1 

65,031 

$15,044.48 

$20,781.38 

$9,418.48 

68,389 

78,916 

*18,506.89 

21,305.87 

8,784.84 

Lowell   

64,107 

85,433 

14,820.96 

15,423.15 

4,899.87 

New  Bedford  

83,398 

50,000 

5,100.00 

10,512.38 

4,309.55 

Newton  

19,579 

28,866 

10,170.00 

10,616.95 

2,919.00 

Fall  River-  

56,870 

34,596 

7,000,00 

13,246.95 

8,348.78 

New  Haven  

(?)  70,000 

8,468 

10,000.00 

10,500.00  \ 

2,748.03 

*  Also  $35,000  for  building  lot. 

1.  ^ot  one  of  the  above  libraries  contains  less  than  three 
times  as  many  volumes  as  this  one.  Accordingly,  speaking 
generally,  our  needs  are  manifold  greater  than  theirs.  Our 
library  has  not  yet  reached  the  point  where  most  libraries 
begin — most  libraries  start  out  with  more  books  than  we  have 
at  the  end  of  the  third  year. 

2.  As  compared  in  population,  and  presumably  in  wealth, 
Is  ew  Haven's  library  is  more  poorly  supported  than  any  other. 

3.  It  is  plain  that  the  income  derived  from  gifts  does  not 
prevent  the  cities  from  making  liberal  approj)riation8.  In 
some  cases  there  is  a  smaller  appropriation  than  one  might  ex- 
pect if  it  were  not  for  the  endowments ;  still  the  cities  make 
the  total  income  a  reasonably  good  one. 

4.  It  appears  that  in  some  libraries  amounts  nearly  equal  to 
our  entire  income  are  spent  on  running  expenses,  e.  g.,  Worces- 
ter, Lowell,  Springfield.  It  is  to  be  presumed  that  this  is  jus- 
tified by  the  results  in  those  places  ;  but  it  shows  that  this 
library  is  restricted  in  that  j)articular  fully  as  much  as  in  the 
purchase  of  books.  It  may  be  confidently  asserted  tliat  a  com- 
parison of  the  expenditures  of  this  library  with  those  of  other 
libraries  will  show  that  the  administration  of  this  library  is 
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economical,  and  more  money  could  ad\^antageously  be  expended 
in  running  expenses,  for  the  public  good,  if  the  total  income 
were  what  it  is  desirable  it  should  be,  so  that  the  library  should 
not  be  hampered  in  other  respects. 

USE  OF  THE  LIBRARY. 

The  statistics  of  circulation,  together  with  facts  not  possible 
to  be  put  in  figures,  indicate  the  use  and  demands  upon  the 
library,  which  show  how  welcome  to  the  people  at  large  a  bet- 
ter equipped  library  would  be.  The  following  table  gives  the 
statistics  : 


MONTHLY  CIRCrLATION. 

October,  1888,   10,781 

November,  1888,   11,654 

December,  1888,   11,760 

January,  1889,   12,886 

February,  1889,   11,818 

March,  1889,   13,291 

April,  1889,   10,770 

May,  1889,   9,247 

June,  1889,   8,196 

July,  1889,   8,270 

August,  1889,   8,565 

September,  1889,   8,589 

Total,            ....  125,327 


The  number  of  borrowers  entitled  to  draw  books,  September 
30,  0,181.  5,015  cards  expired  by  limitation  of  the  two  years' 
term.  (Three  hundred  new  cards  were  issued  from  October  1 
to  October  24,  1889.) 

The  circulation  by  classes,  as  well  as  the  number  of  volumes 
whicli  may  be  used  at  home  in  each  class,  is  given  in  the  fol- 
lowing table  : 


n 


CLASS. 

Circulat'u 

Per  cent, 
of 

circulation 

Vols,  in 
library. 

Turn  ov6r» 

1.    Philosophy,  ) 

.94 

Ari-i 

471 

1,183 

2.6 

2.    Religion,  ) 

3.  Sociology   

744 

.59 

355 

2.1 

4.    Philology              -  -  -  - 

132 

.11 

65 

2.0 

5.    Natural  sciences   

1,442 

1.15 

377 

3.8 

6.    Useful  arts  

1,181 

.94 

258 

4.58 

7.    Fine  and  recreative  arts  

1,391 

1.11 

228 

6.1 

8.    Literature  and  miscellany  

4,639 

3.70 

1,180 

3.93 

f Travels    .... 

4,239 

3.39 

551 

7.69 

1 

9.  {  Biography  

3,127 

2.5 

780 

4.0 

1 

t  History   

3,907 

3.12 

849 

4.6 

Adult  fiction    

72,328 

57.71 

3,013 

24.0 

Juvenile  fiction  

31,014 

24.74 

891 

34.8 

Totals  

125,327 

100.00 

9,018 

Average 
turn  over. 

13.9 

It  appears  that  tlie  circulation  is  13,247  less  than  that  of  last 
year;  but  12,489  of  this  decrease  was  in  the  department  of 
fiction,  of  which  the  percentage  is  one  less  than  last  year. 
Seven  classes  of  non-fiction  show  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
volumes  read,  five  classes  a  decrease.  The  second  year  of  a 
library's  existence  often  shows  a  decrease  in  the  circulation. 
Taking  into  account  these  figures,  as  well  as  facts  not  expressed 
by  figures,  but  familiar  to  the  librarians,  it  may  safely  be  said 
that  the  use  of  the  best  books  is  on  the  increase.  The  library 
is  becoming  more  used  for  study  and  reference.  Many  teach- 
ers, as  w^ell  as  pupils,  use  it  constantly,  and  would  use  it  more 
if  the  books  which  they  want  were  in  the  library.  As  time 
goes  on  and  the  library  increases,  this  use  of  it  will  greatly  in- 
crease. At  least,  that  is  the  experience  of  other  libraries.  As 
indicating  the  extent  to  which  a  large  library  is  helpful  to 
teachers,  students  and  serious  readers  generally,  by  furnishing 
reference  books,  I  think  that  the  reports  of  the  public  libraries> 


12 


in  Providence,  Springfield  and  Worcester  deserve  to  be  quoted 
here  : 

Number  of  volumes  used  for  reference  :— 

Providence,    -      -   10,905,  not  including  cyclopaedias. 
Springfield,       -  23,204, 
Worcester,     -      -  61,424, 

It  is  natural  that  Springfield  and  Worcester  should  lead 
Providence,  as  each  of  those  Hbraries  contains  twice  as  many 
volumes  as  Providence.  This  library  is  becoming  better  sup- 
plied with  reference  books,  and  we  shall  probably  be  able  to 
report  a  greater  use  of  such  in  the  future.  A  few  cyclopaedias, 
atlases  and  dictionaries  constitute  the.  largest  portion  of  our 
books  used  for  reference,  but  important  additions  to  this  de- 
partment recently  made,  and  other  additions  which  can  now  all 
the  time  be  made  with  greater  ease,  if  the  present  amount  of 
book  funds  is  continued,  and  still  more  with  an  increase  of 
funds,  will  soon  cause  the  reference  use  of  the  library  to  in- 
crease. 

THE  LIBRARY  AND  THE  SCHOOLS. 

The  i^rovision  made  by  the  Board  of  Directors,  allowing 
teachers  to  draw  five  books  at  a  time  for  school  use,  is  being 
nmch  appreciated  by  a  number  of  teachers.  But  in  this  re- 
spect, as  in  others,  the  limited  resources  of  the  library  are  se- 
verely felt.  What  can  be  done  in  this  respect  to  the  great 
benefit  of  the  schools,  and  through  them  to  the  public  gen- 
erally, may  be  best  indicated  by  reference  to  the  reports  of 
the  three  libraries  alluded  to  above. 

The  librarian  of  Providence  says  : 

It  has  from  the  first  been  felt  that  a  larger  amount  of  use  of  the 
library  on  the  part  of  teachers  and  pupils  was  a  matter  of  great  impor- 
tance, but  the  inevitable  difficulty  met  with  was  that  the  concentration 
of  this  use  on  individual  books  had  repeatedly  had  the  effect  of  creat 
ing  a  scarcity,  as  there  were  by  no  means  enough  to  go  around.  The 
first  step,  logically,  to  take,  therefore,  was  to  supply  funds  for  addi- 
tional copies.  This  was  done  by  ap])ro])riating  the  $200  from  tlie 
State  of  Rhode  Island  to  the  purpose  of  duplicating  books  suitable  for  the 
object  indicated.  The  next  step  was  to  begin  the  prei)aration  of  a  spe- 
cial catalogue  of  those  books.  The  next  was  to  increase  the  number  of 
books  which  can  be  taken  on  special  '  teachers'  cards '  from  seven  to 
ten.  All  these  steps,  which  are  now  either  fully  taken  or  in  process  of 
fulfillment,  will  constitute  an  im])ortant  re-enforcement  of  the  library's 
cooperation  with  the  schools." 
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Tlie  librarian  of  Springfield  says : 

"We  have  alluded  in  our  previous  reports  to  the  intimate  connection 
between  the  library  and  the  schools.  This  relation  continues  and  be- 
comes year  by  year  a  source  of  greater  benefit.  The  pupils  are  acquir- 
ing by  degrees  a  more  intelligent  use  of  books.  ...  To  aid  in  the 
researches  of  young  learners,  lists  of  books  specially  adapted  to  school 
work  have  been  printed  in  some  departments.  .  .  .  Many  teachers 
co-operate  very  heartily  with  the  librarian  and  his  assistants  in  the 
effort  to  'make  the  library  of  the  greatest  possible  advantage  to  the 
pupils  in  their  school  work,  and  there  seems  to  be  an  increasing  appre- 
ciation of  the  value  of  the  library  as  an  adjunct  of  the  public  school  in 
the  work  of  popular  education." 

The  librarian  of  Worcester  says : 

"Five  thcjusand  seven  hundred  and  nineteen  volumes  were  taken  out 
[in  1886]  from  the  library  on  teachers'  cards,  6,792  volumes  were  taken 
out  by  teachers  on  pupils'  cards.  ... 

"The  advantages  derivable  from  the  use  of  books  by  both  teachers 
and  scholars  are  largely  increased  when  a  suitably  selected  library  is 
available  for  constant  use.  Realizing  this  fact,  the  librarian  in  Wor- 
cester provided  last  September  [1886]  four  little  libraries,  made  up  of 
the  books  most  likely  to  be  useful  in  school  work,  to  be  kept  in  the 
rooms  of  the  schools  of  the  6th,  7th,  8th  and  9th  grades,  occupying  one 
of  the  grammar  school  buildings.  About  $300  was  spent  in  buying 
the  libraries.  November  28  he  received  the  following  report  from  the 
principal,  accompanied  with  some  enthusiastic  remarks  in  regard  to  the 
value  of  the  books  to  teachers  an<l  pupils  :  In  the  school  of  the  9th 
grade,  60  scholars,  during  the  two  months  and  a  half  covered  by  the 
report,  183  books  were  taken  home  to  read,  and  the  books  in  the  library 
were  consulted  900  times  when  the  time  of  use  was  of  length  enough 
to  be  counted.  In  the  school  of  the  8th  grade,  50  scholars,  190  books 
were  taken  home  to  read  and  the  reference  was  215.  In  the  school  of 
the  7th  grade  the  home  reading  was  374,  the  reference  193.  In  the 
schools  of  the  6th  grade,  42  scholars,  the  home  and  reference  uses  are 
represented,  respectively,  by  the  figures  278  and  350. 

"  The  master  who  has  had  charge  of  the  building  in  which  the  experi- 
ment was  tried,  and  his  assistants,  by  awakening  interest  in  subjects 
and  furnishing  books  that  contain  information  regarding  them,  and  by 
pointing  out  interesting  books,  have,  without  the  exercise  of  force,  con- 
trolled nearly  all  the  home  and  school  reading  of  the  pupils  in  the 
schools  provided  with  libraries. 

' '  Another  experiment  recently  tried  in  Worcester  has  been  to  furnish 
to  the  principal  of  a  grammar  school  thirty  copies  of  Coffin's  '  Boys  of 
'76,'  and  twenty-five  of  Mrs.  Richardson's  '  History  of  the  United  States,' 
so  that  he  might  place  a  copy  of  one  or  the  other  in  the  hands  of  every 
boy  and  girl  studying  United  States  history,  and  thus  enable  the  mem- 
bers of  the  class  to  study  the  subject  of  the  American  Revolution  topi- 
cally. The  results  have  been  most  satisfactory.  The  scholars  were 
very  much  interested  in  their  work,  read  the  books  at  home  as  well  as 
in  the  school-room,  and  made  the  exercise  in  which  they  were  engaged 
very  profitable." 
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A  principal  of  one  of  the  grammar  schools  of  this  city  made 
a  request  that  a  similar  experiment  might  be  tried  in  his  school, 
but  want  of  funds  rendered  it  impossible  to  do  so.  The  library 
must  have  much  larger  resources  before  it  can  hope  to  carry  on 
this  important  work  to  the  extent  which  several  other  New 
England  libraries  are  doing. 

CATALOGUES. 

A  new  catalogue  was  issued  the  middle  of  September.  Its 
cost,  besides  returns  from  adA^ertising,  was  $325.  It  is  sold  for 
ten  cents  a  copy.  The  change  in  the  books  drawn  from  the 
library  was  quite  noticeable,  and  the  usefulness  of  the  catalogue 
is  undoubted.  It  was  constructed  on  a  plan  admitting  of  the 
lowest  possible  cost,  and  hence  lacks  some  features  which  would 
be  desirable.  But  it  seemed  advisable  to  spend  only  a  small 
amount  at  present  on  a  printed  catalogue,  while  it  is  still  indis- 
pensable there  should  be  some  kind  of  printed  catalogue.  The 
card  catalogue  is  kept  up  and  is  considerably  used,  besides  being 
nearly  indispensible  to  the  pj'oper  administration  of  the  library. 

ROOMS. 

The  removal  of  the  library  proper  to  the  large  room  has 
been  of  great  advantage  to  that  department.  The  narrow^ 
quarters  which  the  reading-rooms  now  occupy  are  correspond- 
ingly disadvantageous.  The  experiment  tried  for  three  months 
of  keeping  daily  and  comic  papers  was  a  failure  on  account  of 
the  smallness  of  the  rooms,  which  became  too  crowded  for 
health.  The  growth  of  the  library  is  fast  encroaching  on  the 
space  in  the  book-room,  so  that  new  quarters  for  the  library 
will  l)e  wanted  in  a  short  time. 

CONCLUSION. 

The  year's  record  is  on  the  whole  encouraging.  The  library 
is  larger  and  better,  and  the  use  of  it  for  the  best  purposes  is 
greater.  The  aggregate  circulation  is  somewhat  smaller,  but 
its  character  has  considerably  improved;  and  this  upward 
tendency  we  believe  will  continue  as  the  library  continnes  to  be 
better  able  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  ])ublic. 

W.  K.  STETSON,  Librarian. 
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Thomas  Crane  Public  Library,  Quincy,  Mass.  Report. 
Toledo,  Ohio,  Public  Library.  Report. 
U.  S.  Government.    Public  documents. 
Wesley  an  I  University  Library.  Catalogue. 
Wilmington,  Del.,  Institute.  Report. 
Yale  University.    3  catalogues. 
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To  the  Honorable  Court  of  Cortimon  Coimcil  of  the  City  of 
New  Haven  : 

Gentlemen  :  The  fourth  annual  report  of  the  Directors  of 
The  Free  Public  Library  is  respectfully  submitted  : 

The  Library  contained  at  the  close  of  the  Library  year,  Sept. 
30th,  12,777  volumes,  an  increase  of  2,467  during  the  year. 
Of  this  number,  428  volumes  were  donated.  The  number  of 
borrowers  was  6,580,  an  increase  of  390. 

The  circulation  was  120,845  volumes,  over  ten  issues  for 
each  volume  in  the  Library.  Each  borrower  on  the  average 
drew  twenty  volumes  during  the  year. 

The  most  important  matter  to  be  reported  is  the  purchase  of 
the  so-called  Third  Church  property,  and  the  alteration  of  the 
building  so  as  to  answer  the  requirements  of  the  Library.  The 
changes  are  in  the  main  as  follows  : 

On  the  exterior,  the  removal  of  the  old  tower,  and  the  erec- 
tion of  the  new  one,  surmounted  by  a  handsome  vane  ;  slate 
roofing  instead  of  the  old  shingles ;  new  sky-lights  ;  new  win- 
dows wherever  the  old  ones  were  of  painted  glass ;  plate  glass 
being  used  in  front,  and  ribbed  glass  elsewhere  ;  the  stone 
front,  which  was  badly  scaled,  was  re-dressed  and  re-pointed  ; 
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the  steps  were  re-set  and  re-dressed  ;  blile-stone  walks  were  sub- 
stituted for  brick  walks  ;  tlie  iron  fence  was  removed  and  a 
stone  coping  was  placed  on  the  street  line  ;  the  cellar  was  exca- 
vated, and  the  cellar  windows  enlarged  so  as  to  give  more 
Hght ;  braces  were  put  under  the  floor  timbers  ;  a  steam  boiler 
placed  in  the  cellar;  connections  with  the  sewer  were  made, 
and  conduits  for  the  roof  water  put  in  ;  in  the  front  vestibule, 
a  tile  floor  was  laid,  and  fly-doors  put  in  in  addition  to  tlie  old 
doors,  thus  providing  easy  entrance,  and  at  the  same  time  pro- 
viding against  draughts.  In  the  main  room,  the  old  galleries 
were  removed  and  new  galleries  constructed,  which  will  be 
used  for  book  storage  when  needed.  The  galleries  rest  on  iron 
beams.  Under  the  galleries,  separated  from  the  nave  by  par- 
titions, partly  wood  and  partly  glass,  on  the  north  side  is  the 
reading  room  for  periodicals  and  reference  books  ;  on  the  south 
side,  tlie  reading  room  for  newspapers.  The  middle  portion  of 
the  building  is  for  books.  The  front  part  is  the  delivery  de- 
partment, where  the  public  receive  and  return  books  and  con- 
sult catalogues.  In  the  space  behind  the  delivery  desk  are  the 
book-cases.  As  the  Library  grows  the  rear  rooms  on  the  first 
and  second  floors  can  be  utilized  for  book  storage.  The  capa- 
city fortius  purpose  maybe  stated  in  round  figures  as  4,800 
square  feet,  capable  of  holding  100,000  volumes.  As  it  will  be 
years  before  the  upper  rear  room  will  be  required  for  books,  it 
has  been  planned  to  fit  it  up  as  a  lecture  room.  The  room 
formerly  used  as  a  pastor's  study  (in  the  S.  E.  corner)  has  been 
devoted  to  the  purposes  of  a  Directors'  room,  suiting  the  pur- 
pose admirably.  New  hard  wood  floors  were  l^id  throughout 
the  entire  building,  except  in  the  front  vestibules,  which  were 
tiled. 

The  addition  of  sky  and  ceiling  lights  and  of  new  ribbed 
glass  side  windows  has  resulted  in  giving  the  Library  an  ex- 
tremely light  and  cheerful  appearance.  The  building  has  been 
repainted  and  decorated  throughout.  The  side  walls  of  all  the 
lower  rooms,  except  the  main  room,  are  done  in  oil  paints,  the 
ceih'nij-s  in  water  colors.  The  main  room  is  in  water  colors  on 
tlie  plaster,  and  oil  ])Jiiiits  on  the  lower  wood  work. 

Desks  have  been  placed  in  the  fi-ont  corners  of  tlie  main 
room,  the  Libnirian's  desk  on  one  si(k5  and  the  ( 'ataloguer's 


desk  on  the  otliei  side.  This  arrangement  places  the  Librarian 
where  he  can  easily  be  consnlted  by  the  public  and  the  Library 
staff,  and  places  the  Catalogner  in  a  convenient  position  with 
reference  to  the  card  catalogue  and  reference  books. 

G-reat  care  was  given  to  the  heating  and  ventilation.  Steam 
heat  was  decided  upon,  chiefly  direct  radiation,  but  with  some 
indirect  radiation,  so  as  to  provide  for  ventilation.  In  the  main 
room,  the  reading  rooms,  and  in  the  upper  room  designed  for 
lectures,  ventilating  flues  were  placed,  all  connected  with  Globe 
ventilators  on  the  roof.  Gas  jets  under  these  ventilators  will 
aid  in  causing  an  upward  current  through  the  flues. 

The  arrangement  of  the  rooms  is  such  that  the  force  of  as- 
sistants required  is  reduced  to  the  lowest  possible  number.  In 
fact,  one  person  can  attend  to  the  entire  work  of  the  Library, 
giving  out  books  and  lookhig  after  the  reading  room,  though 
of  course  for  cataloguing  and  waiting  on  the  public  when  the 
busy  time  comes,  more  are  required.  But  no  increase  of  force  is 
required  on  account  of  the  removal  to  the  new  and  much  larger 
building,  except  for  janitorial  services ;  in  the  new  building, 
the  janitor  will  need  to  devote  liis  whole  time  to  the  care  of  the 
Library. 

The  Directors  are  confldent  that  the  situation  of  the  Library 
is  regarded  by  the  public  generally  as  the  very  best  that  could 
be  obtained.  It  is  entirely  central  and  still  removed  from  the 
noise  of  Chapel  street. 

There  are  no  stairs  for  the  public  to  climb,  and  this  alone 
will  be  felt  to  be  a  great  gain.  The  increased  space  provides 
for  the  re-establishment  of  the  newspaper  reading  room,  which 
has  been  greatly  missed,  as  we  believe,  by  a  great  number, 
and  in  fact  every  department  of  the  Library  is  better  ac- 
commodated. Everything  has  been  done  to  the  building 
which  convenience  and  usefulness  required,  and  nothing  more 
than  public  opinion  would  call  for  has  been  done  in  improving 
the  looks  of  the  building. 

The  result  is  a  building,  not  of  course  equal  to  what  could 
be  desired,  that  is  a  new  building  costing  $100,000,  but  one 
which  will  answer  well  the  needs  of  the  Library  for  years  to 
come. 
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The  Directors  also  believe  that  the  possession  of  a  home  will 
add  greatly  to  tlie  estimation  in  which  the  Library  is  held.  A 
building  of  its  own  makes  evident  the  importance  of  the 
Library,  indicates  its  permanency,  and  may  thus  be  expected 
to  attract  more  gifts  of  books.  It  also  advertises  itself  to  many 
who  now  hardly  know  a  Library  exists  in  the  city.  We  shall 
therefore  be  disappointed  if  an  increase  in  the  use  of  the 
Library  does  not  speedily  show  itself.  During  the  present 
year  it  is  expected  tliat  the  books  will  be  removed  to  the  new 
quarters,  and  the  new  building  opened  to  the  public.  Owing 
to  the  fact  that  the  system  of  numbering  the  books  has  no 
reference  to  book-cases,  as  old  systems  did,  but  solely  to  the 
subject  and  character  of  the  books  themselves,  no  change  of 
book  numbers  will  be  made.  The  removal  will,  therefore, 
occupy  only  a  short  time,  and  the  interruption  in  the  operations 
of  the  Library  will  be  brief. 

The  Directors  desire  to  express  to  the  members  of  the  Court 
of  Common  Council  their  thanks  for  having  responded,  to  the 
extent  of  their  ability,  to  the  needs  of  the  Public  Library. 

Further  details  and  other  information  are  given,  in  the  report 
of  the  Treasurer  and  of  the  Librarian,  accompanying. 

The  estimated  expenses  for  the  year  ensuing  are  as  follows  : 


Books,  .         .          .         .          .         .          .  $2,550.00 

Periodicals,          .....  500.00 

Binding,         ......  600.00 

Salaries,     ......  4,100.00 

Heating,         ......  325.00 

Lighting,    ......  900.00 

Repairs,   200.00 

Stationery  and  printing,           .         .          .  75.00 

Express  and  postage,           .          .          .          .  50.00 

Catalogues,           .....  150.00 

Miscellaneous,          .....  150.00 

Contingent,          .....  400.00 


$10,000.00 

liespectfully  sul)iriitte(l  on  belialf  of  the  J3oard  of  Directors, 

('HAS.  Klkiner,        )  Co7mnittee 
»Ja8.  T.  Moran,         >•  on 
Wm.  E.  Ciiandlkk,  )  Finance. 


REPORT  OF  TREASURER. 


GENERAL  ACCOUNT. 


(From  November  1,  1889,  to  November  1,  1890.) 


RECEIPTS. 


1889. 
Nov.  1. 

1890.- 
Jan.  4. 
Mar.  10. 
July  5. 
Oct.  31. 


On  hand. 

Appropriation, 
Appropriation, 
Appropriation, 
Appropriation, 

Advertisements  in  catalogues. 
Fines, 

From  sale  of  catalogues, 


E.  P.  Judd, 
H.  H.  Peck, 
BalchBros., 
William  Gushing, 
C.  F.  Libbie, 
L.  R.  Hazen, 
G.  E.  Stechert, 
Price,  Lee  &  Co. , 
J.  J.  O'Brien, 
A.  M.  Drummond, 
J.  H.  Lamb, 
E.  Whitefield, 
James  T.  Bolles, 
W.  J.  Weedon, 
W.  H.  Kingsbury, 
C.  L.  Webster  &  Co., 
J.  H.  Hickox, 
W.  A.  Houghton, 
Bangs  &  Co. , 
C.  A.  Ingersol], 
G.  M.  Dayton, 
C.  S.  Lyman, 


EXPENDITURES. 
Books. 


$976.92 


$1,000.00 
2,000.00 
4,000.00 
3,000.00 


10,000.00 
55.00 
315.00 
128.40 

$11,475.32 


$1,546.16 
147.49 
25.00 
10.00 
47.46 
5.50 
154,67 
3.00 
10.00 
15.00 
42.50 
4.50 
9.50 
5.75 
8.95 
3.00 
5.00 
4.50 
4.40 
16.50 
5.50 
14.00 
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R.  B.  Hough, 
L.  F.  Hotchkiss, 
J.  Cummings, 
D.  Appleton  &  Co., 


T.  H.  Pease  &  Son, 


Periodicals. 


1  5.00 
20.00 
45.00 
22.00 


$2,180.38 


242.20 


H.  H.  Peck,  . 
C.  B.  Perrin, 
W.  L.  McCloud, 
Neumann  Bros., 


Salaries. 


W.  K.  Stetson,  Librarian, 
T.  H.  Smith,  Assistant  Librarian, 
H.  F.  Logan,  Assistant  Librarian,  . 
Miss  F.  A.  Petit,  Assistant  Librarian,  . 
Miss  J.  P.  Peck,  Assistant  Librarian, 
Mrs.  E.  L.  Tuttle,  Assistant  Librarian, 
Mrs.  C.  H.  E.  Nott,  Assistant  Librarian, 
Extra  help,  .... 
F.  Holt,  Janitor,        .  .  . 


Rent. 


C.  H.  Webb,  . 


Fuel  and  Light. 

New  Haven  Electric  Co. , 
New  Haven  Heat  Supply  Co. , 


Insurance. 


$  87.25 
3.50 
342.35 
29.55 


1,483.33 
641.69 
420.00 
101.00 
346.82 

56.33 
105.00 

65.25 
267.00 


$532.16 
210.00 


462.65 


Security  Insurance  Co. , 


3,486.42 


1,600.07 


742.16 


50.00 


F.  A.  Carlton,  plumbing, 
N.  T.  Bushnell,  repairs. 


Repairs. 


Stationery,  Printing,  etc. 

Tuttle,  Morehouse  &  Taylor  (including  catalogues) 
Chattield  Paper  Co.,  .  .         .  . 

A.  D.  Perkins,  .... 


$1.65 
1.00 


$164.80 
14.12 
1.20 


2.65 


 $180.12 
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Miscellaneous. 

Library  Bureau,  supplies, 

C.  Cowles  &  Co.,  supplies, 
Bowditcti  &  Prudden  Co.,  furniture, 
Evarts  Cutler,  cleaning  painting,  etc., 

D.  T.  Mallett,  supplies, 

R.  B.  Bradley  &  Co.,  supplies,  . 

New  Haven  Electric  Co.,  supplies, 

W.  K.  Stetson,  expenses  to  conference, 

Bradley  &  Dann,  supplies, 

Petty  account,  .... 

^Balance  on  hand, 


154.50 
4.50 
3.50 
7.50 
5.00 
2.50 
3.65 

21.50 
1.00 

52.60 


$  156.25 
2,372.42 

$11,475.32 


RECAPITULATION. 
Receipts. 

Expenditures. 


*Balance  on  hand, 


$11,475.32 


Books,  .... 

$2,180.38 

Periodicals,  .... 

242.20 

Binding,  .... 

462.65 

Salaries,          .                  .  . 

3,486.42 

Rent,         .         .         .         .  . 

1,600.07 

Fuel  and  light, 

742.16 

Insurance,           .         .         .  . 

50.00 

Repairs,  .... 

2.65 

Printing  and  stationery. 

180.12 

Miscellaneous, 

156.25 

9,102.90 
2,372.42 


$11,475.32 

BURTON  MANSFIELD,  Treasurer. 
New  Haven,  Conn.,  October  28,  1890. 


*  This  balance  is  subject  to  fixed  charges  for  one  month  and  some 
bills  now  outstanding. 
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BUILDING  FUND. 


Receipts. 

Proceeds  of  Library  Bonds  sold,     .         ,  .  $110,881.11 

Expenditures. 

W.  B.  Fenn,  for  Third  Church  property,   .  .  $70,98L95 

E.  Larkins  &  Son,  alterations,             .         .  22,854.20 

Insurance,        ......  755.00 

C.  H.  Stilson,  services  as  architect,      .         .  600.00 

City  of  New  Haven,  expense  on  bonds,     .  .  151.63 

Advertising  for  bids,       ....  50.50 

L.  W.  Robinson,  architect,    .         .         .  .  25.00 

AUen  &  Tyler,  architect,           .         .         .  25.00 

W.  K.  Stetson,  railroad  fare,          .         .  .  13.00 

W.  F.  GUbert,  coal,         ....  214.00 


95,670.28 

Balance  on  hand,         ....  15,210.83 

$110,881.11 


BURTO]^  MANSFIELD,  Treasurer, 
New  Haven,  Conn.,  October  28,  1880. 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT. 


October,  1889,  to  September,  1890. 

To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  PitbUc  Library  of 
New  Haven : 

I  herewith  submit  the  fourth  annual  report  of  the  Librarian 
for  the  Library  year  ending  September  30,  1890. 


NTJMBER  OF  VOLUMES. 

2,440 
110 
87 
438 

3,065 

28 
570 

  598 

Net  additions,  ....  2,467 
Total  in  Library,  Sept.  30,      .         .         .  12,777 

During  the  year  each  book  of  adult  fiction  was  issued  an 
average  of  over  21  times;  each  book  of  juvenile  fiction  an 
average  of  28  times,  and  in  former  years  the  figures  were 
larger.  Plainly,  then,  the  most  popular  books,  issued  from  50 
to  100  times  each  year,  cannot  be  expected  to  hold  together 
for  more  than  three  years.  Consequently  the  number  of  volumes 
required  to  replace  those  worn  out  will  always  be  considerable. 
In  this  connection  it  may  be  noticed  that  a  large  portion  of 
the  binding  expenses  are  for  rebinding  these  popular  books. 


Additions  by  purchase, 
Additions  by  binding  magazines. 
Additions  by  exchange. 
Additions  by  gift. 

Total, 

Deductions  by  exchange. 
Deductions  by  books  worn  out,  etc. , 


GIFTS. 

Mr.  Edward  Heaton  has  continued  to  give  current  numbers 
of  medical  journals  and  the  number  of  them  is  very  large. 
Many  have  been  bound  and  in  course  of  time,  if  not  at  present, 
the  medical  men  of  the  city  will  probably  be  grateful  for  the 
opportunity  to  refer  to  them.    From  the  Executors  of  the 
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estate  of  Mrs.  Ellen  M.  Gifford  were  received  besides  many 
duplicate  volumes  useful  for  exchanging,  about  250  volumes, 
many  of  great  service.  Mrs.  A.  M.  Hunt  presented  a  set  of 
Littell's  Living  Age,  partly  in  numbers  and  partly  bound  vol- 
umes.   A  list  of  donors  is  given  in  an  appendix  to  tliis  report. 

CHARACTER  OF   BOOKS  ADDED. 

The  books  added  have  been  the  principal  new  books  of 
general  interest  besides  standard  works  and  some  important 
sets.  Among  the  more  noticeable  may  be  mentioned  the  fol- 
lowing :  Johnson's  Cyclopaedia  in.  eight  volumes ;  Cambridge 
Bible  for  Schools,  over  25  volumes ;  Littell's  Living  Age,  175 
volumes ;  Atlantic  Monthly,  35  volumes  to  complete  the  set ; 
a  considerable  portion  of  Bohn's  Libraries,  Deutscher  IS'ovellen- 
Schatz,  48  vols. ;  Scientific  American,  nearly  complete  set ; 
McClintock  &  Strong's  Cyclopaedia  of  Biblical  Literature,  12 
volumes ;  Benton's  Debates  of  Congress,  16  volumes  ;  Knight's 
English  Cyclopaedia,  23  volumes  ;  Supplement  to  Encyclopaedia 
Britannica,  four  volumes  ;  Quarterly  Review,  143  volumes ; 
Jones'  Grammar  of  Ornament ;  Franklin's  Works,  10  volumes ; 
12  years'  numbers  of  the  Bevue  des  deux  Mondes ;  9  volumes 
of  Library  Journal,  completing  the  set. 

A  large  proportion  of  the  books  purchased  only  filled  the 
place  of  others  worn  out.  This  fact  it  is  somewhat  important  to 
keep  in  mind.  About  one-fifth  of  the  nun;iber  purchased  has 
to  be  deducted  to  give  the  number  of  real  additions ;  that  is 
about  1,800  new  books  were  added  by  purchase.  The  cause  of 
so  many  books  being  worn  out  is  readily  seen  in  the  number  of 
times  that  the  fiction  is  issued. 

NUMBER  OF  BORROWERS. 

The  number  of  new  cards  issued  was  3,295.  Total  from 
beginning,  including  renewals,  14,500.  Number  of  cards  in 
force  Sept.  30,  was  6,580,  a  net  gain  of  390  during  the  year. 
As  each  card  is  issued  for  a  term  of  two  years  the  issues  in- 
clude many  renewals ;  and  yet  not  over  half  probably  are 
renewals.  The  average  number  of  books  drawn  by  each  bor- 
rower during  the  year  was  about  20. 
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CIRCULATION. 


The  number  of  volumes  issued  each  month  was  as  follows 


October,  1889,  . 
November,  1889, 
December,  1889, 
January,  1890, 
February,  1890, 
March,  1890, 
April,  1890, 
May,  1890,  . 
June,  1890, 
July,  1890, 
August,  1890,  . 
September,  1890, 

Total, 


9,726 
10,572 
10,426 
11,637 
10,759 
12,844 
10,429 
9,509 
8,030 
8,729 
9,126 
9,058 

120,845 


CHARACTER  OF  CIRCULATION. 


Class. 

Number  of  issues. 

Per  cent. 

Philosophy.   

622 

.51 

Religion  . .  _    

809 

.66 

Sociology  -  -  - 

786 

.65 

Philology    

187 

.15 

Natural  sciences   

1,612 

1.34 

Useful  arts   

1,552 

1.27 

Travels    

3,606 

3.00 

Biography  

2,100 

1.74 

History    

4,115 

3.43 

General  works  and  literature  . . 

4,880 

4.03 

Fiction,  adult     

69,722 

57.70 

Fiction,  juvenile  

29,116 

24.10 

Total  

120,845 

This  total  is  4,482  less  than  last  year  s,  but  22  volumes  more 
were  issued  in  the  departments  of  non-fiction,  so  that  the  loss 
is  all  in  the  department  of  fiction. 

The  largest  daily  issue  was,  Mar.  29   927 

The  smallest  daily  issue  was,  Nov.  19    135 

Eight  months  the  circulation  was  smaller  than  for  the  cor- 
responding months  of  the  previous  year ;  four  months,  namely, 
May,  July,  August  and  September,  it  was  larger,  perhaps  in- 
dicating an  increase  for  next  year. 
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CLASSIFICATION  AND  USE  OF  THE  BOOKS. 

The  number  of  volumes  in  circulation  and  the  average 
number  of  times  of  issue  is  shown  in  the  following  table : 


*No.  of 

Class. 

No.  vols. 

times  issued. 

Philosophy  .    

170 

3.5 

500 

1.6 

Sociology  

470 

'  1.7 

Philology   

90 

2.0 

Natural  sciences   

475 

3.4 

Useful  arts..   

395 

3.9 

290 

5.9 

Travels   

600 

6.0 

Biography    

1,005 

2.1 

History   

1,010 

4.1 

General  works  and  literature  

1,540 

3.1 

Fiction,  adult  . . .    . .    _ 

3,275 

21.3 

1,025 

28.4 

teachers'  cards. 

A  number  of  teachers  of  the  public  schools  have  availed 
themselves  of  the  privilege  of  taking  out  cards  entitling  them 
to  five  books  at  the  same  time  for  school  use.  It  seems  to  be 
the  general  opinion  among  libraries  that  the  public  benefit  of 
such  privileges  is  amply  sufiicient  to  justify  the  granting  of 
this  privilege.  In  some  libraries  the  number  of  books  allowed 
each  teacher  is  ten  or  even  fifteen.  In  addition  to  this  some 
libraries  have  purchased  hundreds  of  duplicates  and  placed 
them  in  the  schools  themselves.  The  valuable  results  which 
follow  amply  compensate  for  the  outlay.  But  there  is  no  im- 
mediate prospect  that  this  course  will  be  practicable  for  this 
library,  nor  that  the  number  of  books  allowed  can  be  soon 
increased. 

FUTURE  OF  THE  LIBRARY. 

Tlie  possession  of  a  building  well  adapted  to  the  uses  of  the 
Library,  and  considei-ably  more  convenient  for  the  public  than 
the  present  rooms,  insures  greater  usefulness  to  the  people  gen- 
erally.   The  gradual  though  slow — too  slow — growth  of  the 

*  Of  course  the  number  of  times  of  issue  was  larger  than  this,  as  the 
number  of  volumes  at  the  beginning  and  tlirough  tlie  year  was  less 
than  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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library  likewise  is  followed  by  a  better  use  of  it,  and  a  larger 
use,  except  in  case  of  liction.  The  use  of  a  library  also  edu- 
cates the  users,  so  that  they  read  and  call  for  a  higher  grade  of 
books  and  perhaps  a  wider  range  in  character  of  books.  It  is 
to  be  expected  that  more  and  more  costly  and  many  rare  books 
will  be  called  ior.  Therefore  any  great  addition  to  the  book 
funds  would  not  increase  so  much  the  number  of  books  bouglit 
as  add  more  valuable  and  useful  books.  The  average  cost 
per  volume  may  reasonably  be  doubled  within  a  few  years, 
judging  from  the  reports  of  other  libraries  as  well  as  the  theo- 
retical aspects  of  the  case.  The  present  amount  available  for 
books  will  therefore  not  seem  any  less  required  on  account  of 
the  growth  in  the  number  of  volumes,  but  will  probably  seem 
even  more  inadequate.  Indeed  it  will  be  some  time  before, 
considering  only  the  number  of  the  books  alone,  popular  de- 
mands can  be  met  as  is  desirable.  Our  library  is  still  one  of 
the  smallest  in  comparison  to  the  size  of  the  city  in  this 
country  or  elsewhere.  It  seems  proper  that  the  need  of  greater 
resources  should  be  kept  prominently  in  view.  While  the 
library  is  doing  a  great  work,  it  ought  to  do  much  more ;  and 
to  this  end  (I  trust  I  may  be  pardoned  for  expressing  the 
opinion  that)  a  city  appropriation  not  less  than  Springfield 
and  Lowell  have  made  for  years — S^l 5,000, — would  be  none 
too  great. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  K.  STETSOK 


LIST   OF  DOXOES. 


American  Swedenborg  Printing  and  Pub.  Soc.    20  vols. 

Amherst  College  Library.    1  catalogue. 

Andrews,  Mrs.  J.  L.    20  vols,  of  magazines  in  numbers. 

Bangor  Public  Library.    1  report  and  pamphlet. 

Boston  Public  Librarj^    1  report  and  bulletins. 

Boston  Record  Commissioners.    1  report. 

Brewer,  Prof.  W.  H.    1  vol. 

Bridgeport  Public  Library.    1  pamphlet;  1  report. 
Carrington  Publishing  Co.    Morning  Journal  and  Courier. 
Cleveland  Public  Library.    1  report. 
Connecticut  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics.    1  report. 
Connecticut  State  Board  of  Health.    1  report. 
Connecticut  State  Library.    6  vols.;  1  pamphlet. 
Davenport,  R.  B.    1  book. 
Dayton  Public  Library.    1  report. 
Detroit  Public  Library.    1  report. 
Elizabeth  (N.  J.)  Public  Library.    1  report. 
Enoch  Pratt  Library,  Baltimore.    1  report  ;  1  catalogue. 
Gifford,  Mrs.  E.  M.,  executors  of.    About  300  vols. 
Grand  Rapids  Public  Library.    1  report. 

Heaton,  Edward.    A  large  number  of  medical  periodicals  in  Nos. 

Hotchkiss,  G.  H.    1  book. 

Hunt,  Mrs.  A.  M.    Set  of  LittelVs  Living  Age. 

Kellam,  A.  H.    1  pamphlet. 

Lawrence  (Mass.)  Public  Library.    1  report  and  bulletins. 

Loomis,  C.  M.    Loomis*  Musical  and  Masonic  Journal. 

Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  Public  Library.    1  report. 

Lowell  Public  Library.    1  report. 

Lynn  Public  Library.     1  report. 

Maimonides  Library.    1  report. 

Maiden  Public  Library.    1  report. 

Mancliester,  N.  H.,  City  Library.    1  report. 

Mansfield,  Burton.    3  books. 

Mass.  J^ureau  of  Statistics  of  Labor.    3  reports;  7  pamphlets. 
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Mercantile  Library,  Philadelphia.    1  report. 

Milwaukee  Public  Library.    1  report. 

Morse  Institute,  Natick,  Mass.    1  report. 

New  Haven  Board  of  Education.  Reports. 

New  York  Free  Circulating  Library.    1  report. 

Newark  Public  Library.   1  catal. ;  1  pamphlet;  monthly  bulletins. 

Newburyport  Public  Library.    1  report. 

Osterhout  Free  Library,  Wilkesbarre,  Penn.    1  catalogue. 

Paterson  Free  Public  Library.    1  report. 

Peabody  Institute,  Baltimore.    1  report. 

Peck,  Miss  J.  P.    1  book. 

Petit,  Miss  F.  A.    13  books. 

Poor,  H.  y.  and  H.  W.    3  vols. 

Pope,  F.  L.    1  book. 

Portland  Public  Library.    3  pamphlets. 

Poughkeepsie  Public  Library.    Book  lists. 

Pratt  Institute,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.     1  pamphlet. 

St.  Louis  Public  Library.    1  report. 

Salem  (Mass.)  Public  Library.    1  report;  1  pamphlet;  1  catal. 
*S'Aore  I^ine  Times,  from  the  publisher. 
San  Francisco  Public  Library.    1  report. 
South  worth.  Miss  Louise  H.    3  books. 
Southworth,  W.  C.    1  book. 

Springfield,  Mass.,  City  Library.    Bulletins.    1  report. 

Stratford-on-Avon  Shakespeare  Memorial  Library.    1  report. 

Taunton  Public  Library.    1  report. 

U.  S.  Bureau  of  Education.    1  report;  2  pamphlets. 

U.  S.  Commissioner  of  Labor.    2  pamphlets. 

U.  S.  Department  of  State.    Consular  reports;  1  book. 

IT.  S.  Fish  Commission.    2  vols. 

Wesleyan  University.    1  bulletin. 

Wilcox,  W.  F.,  M.  C.    6  vols. 

Worcester  Public  Library.    1  report;  bulletins;  1  catalogue. 
Yale  University.    1  report;  1  pamphlet. 
Donors  unknown.    2  vols. 
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OF  THE 
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OF  THE 

EE  Public  Library, 

OF  THE 
/ 

City  of  New  Haven, 
1891. 

MfeW  Haven,  coUH.t 

b.  A.  DORMAN,  PRINTER  AND  LITHOGRAFitktti 


BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS. 


Hon.  J.  B. 
W.  E.  Chandlek, 

A.  M.  HiLLER, 

J.  H.  Leeds, 
C  iS  Hamilton, 

R.  C.  LOYEKIDGE, 
J.  R.  WiNCHELL, 
M.  SONNENBERG, 
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Tei-m  expires  1892. 
Term  expires  1892. 
Term  expires  1898. 
Term  expires  1898. 
Term  expires  1898. 
Term  expires  1894. 
Term  expires  1894. 
Term  expires  1894. 


ORGANIZATION. 

CHAIRMAN. 

Hon.  J.  B.  SARGENT,  Mayor,  ex-officio. 

PRESIDENT. 

W.  E.  Chandler. 

SECRETARY. 

David  Callahan. 

ASSISTANT  SECRETARY. 

M.  Sonnenbekg. 

TREASURER- 
J.   R.  WiNCHELL. 


LIBRAftlAlJ. 

Willis  K.  Stetson. 


REPORT 

OF  THE 

DIRECTORS 

OF  THE 

Free  Public  Library. 


To  the  Honorable  Court  of  Common  Council  of  the  City  of 
New  Haven  : 

Gentlemen  :  —  The  fifth  annual  report  of  the  Free  Pub- 
lic Library  is  respectfully  submitted. 

The  Library  contained,  at  t4ie  close  of  the  library  year, 
September  80,  1891,  fifteen  thousand  nine  hundred  seventy- 
eight  volumes,  an  increase  of  three  thousand  two  hundred 
one  volumes  during  the  year  ;  four  hundred  twenty  volumes 
were  gifts. 

The  total  circulation  was  one  hundred  twenty-eight 
thousand  four  hundred  sixty-seven  volumes,  an  increase 
over  that  of  the  previous  year  of  seven  thousknd  five  hun- 
dred twenty-two  volumes.  The  most  of  this  increase  was 
after  the  first  of  January,  and  may  be  attributed  to  the  new 
building.  The  character  of  the  circulation  was  improved, 
a  considerably  larger  percentage  of  non-fiction  being  circu- 
lated. The  number  of  persons  taking  out  books  was  also 
much  larger  than  the  previous  year. 

The  building  has  answered  well,  in  most  respects,  the 
purposes  of  the  Library  and  will  continue  to  do  so  for  several 
years  to  come. 
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The  receipt  of  the  Marett  Fund  has  resulted  in  a  large 
increase  in  the  number  of  books  purchased.  This  larger  pur- 
chase has  increased  the  expense  of  cataloguing  books,  and 
the  increase  in  the  work  of  keeping  the  large  building  in 
order  and  attending  to  the  increased  demand  for  books  has 
necessitated  a  larger  force  and,  consequently,  an  increase 
of  the  salary  expenses. 

The  reports  of  the  Treasurer  and  of  the  Librarian  are 
.appended,  and  will  give  details  of  the  operations  of  the 
library. 

The  estimated  expenses  for  the  year  ensuing  are  as  fol- 
lows : 

Salaries,  $4,500.00 

Books  and  periodicals,         .....  1,000.00 

Rent  of  old  quarters,  793  Chapel  street,     .         .  .1,800.00 
Lighting,        .         .  .  .  .  .650.00 

Heating,         .         .         .  .  .         .  .350.00 

Binding,         .         .         .         .         .         .  .750.00 

Printing  and  stationery,       .         .  .  .         .  150-00 

Catalogues,     .         .         .         .         .         .  .400.00 

Miscellaneous,  ......  400.00 


On  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public 
Library. 


$10,000.00 


Ja:mes  T.  Mo  ran, 
J.  Rice  Winchell, 

R.   C.  LOVERIDGE, 


November  2d,  1891. 


Treasurer's  Report. 


To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library  : 

Gentlemen  :  —  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
statement  of  the  financial  transactions  of  the  New  Haven 
Free  Public  Library  during  the  year  ending  October  31, 
1891: 


GENERAL  ACCOUNT. 

RECEIPTS. 

1890. 

Nov.  1.  Balance  in  treasury  as  per  Treasurer's  report,  .  $2,372.43 
1891. 

Received  from  the  City  of  New  Haven,     .         .  $10,000.00 

Received  from  fines  for  retaining  books  overtime,  419.00 

Received  from  sale  of  Library  catalogues,           .  86.10 

Received  from  rents  of  old  Library  premises,       .  225.77 

Received  from  Philip  Reilly  for  old  fence,  .  6.00 
Received  from  S.  N.  E.  Telephone  Co.  for  rent  of 

ground  for  pole,  six  months,     .          .          .  7.50 

Received  from  petty  cash,  .  ...  .  9 . 69 
Received  from  U.  S.  Express  Co,  for  part  of  old 

book  delivery  stand,       .         .          .          .  17.50 

  $13,143.98 
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EXPENDITURES. 

FOR  BOOKS. 

Paid  Edward  P.  Judd,         .  .  .  , 

Paid  Heury  H.  Peck, 

Paid  Charles  F.  Libbie  &  Co., 

Paid  Gustav  E.  Stechert, 

Paid  Leggat  Brothers, 

Paid  W.  H.  Kingsbury,        .  .  .  . 

Paid  Boston  Book  Co. ,         .  .  .  . 

Paid  Bowers  &  Loy,  .  .  .  . 

Paid  J ohn  Skinner,  ,  .  .  .  . 

Paid  Henry  Austin  &  Son,    .  .  .  . 

Paid  Balch  Brothei-s,  .  .  . 

Paid  James  L.  Gould,  .  .  .  . 

Paid  George  H.  Rigby,         .  .         .  . 

Paid  Chas.  Scribners  Sons,  .  .         .  . 

Paid  Miss  Frances  Walker,  .  .         .  . 

Paid  W.  E.  Johnson,  .  .  .  . 

Paid  A.  M.  Drummond,       .  .         .  . 

Paid  James  T.  Moran,  .  .  .  . 

Paid  A.  R.  Andrews,  .  .  .  . 

Paid  J.  J.  O'Byrne,  .  .  .  .  . 
Paid  Philip  J.  Fleming  &  Co. 

Paid  P.  O'Shea,         .         .  .         .  . 

Paid  The  Library  Bureau,    .  .  .  . 

Paid  Chas.  L.  Webster  &  Co., 

Paid  B.  A.  Fowler,    .  .  .  .  . 

Paid  W.  M.  Griswold,         .  .  .  . 

Paid  Lucius  R.  Hazen,         .  .  .  . 

Paid  S.  H,  Chadbourne,       .  .         .  . 

Paid  George  P.  Humphrey,  .  .         .  . 

FOR  PERIODICALS. 

Paid  Thos.  H.  Pease  &  Sons  for  magazines,  etc.,  . 
Paid  J.  H.  Hickox  for  magazines,  . 
Paid  New  Haven  Daily  Palladium,  2  subs. ,  1  year, 
Paid  New  Haven  Daily  Register,  3subs.,6mos  , 
Paid  New  Haven  Daily  Journal  and  Courier,  1  sub. , 
1  year,  ...... 

FOR  BINDING. 

Paid  The  Price,  Lee  &  Adkins  Co., 
Paid  Henry  H.  Peck,  .... 
Paid  William  R.  Crawford,  .... 
Paid  O'Hagen  &  Streit,  .... 
Paid  H.  Lehman  &  Streit,  .... 


$1,311.94 
195.70 
194.35  ^ 
174.97 
156.50 
112.20 
110.00 
100.50 
90.00 
54.00 
40.00 
37.90 
28.00 
22.50 
20.00 
19.04 
18.75 
14.50 
11.75 
8.00 
7.50 
7.50 
7.20 
5.63 
5.00 
5.56 
2.50 
1.75 
1.02 

  $2,764.26 


$584.09 
5.00 
12.00 
12.00 

6.00 

  $619.09 


$448.30 
174.75 
49.15 
12.00 
5.00 

  $689.20 
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FOR  SALARIES. 


Paid  "W.  K.  stetson,  Librarian, 

Paid  T.  H.  Smith,  Cataloguer, 

Paid  Miss  J.  P.  Peck,  Assistant, 

Paid  H.  F.  Logan,  Assistant, 

Paid  Alexander  Johnson,  Assistant, 

Paid  Mrs.  C.  V.  Forbes,  Assistant,  . 

Paid  Miss  C.  E.  Herrick,  Assistant, 

Paid  Miss  Stella  WiUiams,  Assistant, 

Paid  Miss  Mabel  C.  Willard,  Cataloguer, 

Paid  John  McKeon,  Assistant, 

Paid  Fleming  Holt,  Janitor, 


$1,500.00 
691.73 
355  03 
263.35 
199.36 
198.84 
133.36 
55.15 
80.00 
97.35 
567.25 


$4,141.42 


FOR  RENT. 


Paid  C.  H.  "Webb,  Atty. ,  for  old  library  premises 
1  year,  ...... 


$1,600.00 


$1,600.00 


FOR  LIGHTING. 


Paid  The  New  Haven  Electric  Co. ,  . 
Paid  The  New  Haven  Gas  Light  Co., 


$522.08 
79.80 


$601.88 


FOR  FUEL. 

Paid  W.  F.  Gilbert  for  coal  and  wood, 


$561.30 


$561.30 


FOR  PRINTING. 


Paid  Tuttle,  Morehouse  &  Taylor, 
Paid  The  Price,  Lee  &  Adkins  Co., 


$138.80 
6.50 


$145.30 


FOR  SUPPLIES. 


Paid  The  Library  Bureau, 
Paid  The  Chatfield  Paper  Co. 
Paid  Bradley  &  Dann, 
Paid  Linsley,  Root  &  Co. , 
Paid  Brazos  &  Hulse, 
Paid  Henry  H.  Peck, 
Paid  The  New  Haven  Ice  Co., 
Paid  The  John  E.  Bassett  &  Co. 
Paid  L.  R.  Hazen, 


$117.02 
22.59 
19.90 
13.52 
3.05 
.85 
1.60 
.85 
.75 


$180.13 
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FOR  MISCELLANEOUS  ITEMS. 


JraiQ  r.  o.  ijiaaiey  oc  \jO.,  lor  giue, 

$    .  <u 

Paid.     .  K.  Stetson,  expenses  to  New  York  a.n<i 

return,  ...... 

ti  (\C\ 

Paid  XJnderwood  &  Hotclikiss,  for  type-writing, 

Q  Tft 
O .  <U 

Paid  ine  Moggson  oc  r^ettis  Mig.  Co.,  tor  seal 

press,  ...... 

A  (\(\ 

Paid  Foskett  &  Bishop,  for  plumbing, 

Paid  New  Haven  Steam  Heat  Supply  Co.,  for  heat, 

00.  UU 

Paid  Smedley  Bros.,  for  moving  to  new  Library, 

ftA 

Paid  0.  A.  Dorman,  for  two  check  books,  , 

1  fi  fi.K 

lo.  oO 

Paid  Benjamin  Young  for  removing  ashes, 

Paid  Henry  H.  Peck,  for  covers. 

1  A  AA 

Paid  ^Vesleyan  Univ.  Library,  for  catalogue  cards, 

O.-il 

Paid  Est.  Geo.  S  Arnold,  for  repairing  gas  fixtures, 

1  0=; 

Paid  L.  H.  Silverstein,  for  copying. 

o.UO 

Paid  P.  F.  Everen,  for  labels, 

.75 

Paid  linsley,  Root  &  Co.,  for  lawn  mower,  etc.,  . 

10.60 

Paid  The  John  E.  Bassett  &  Co. ,  for  axe  and  duster, 

3.25 

Paid  Blakeslee  &  Sons,  for  sprinkling  street. 

9.00 

Paid  Library  Bureau,  for  files. 

18.00 

Paid  Edward  P.  Judd,  for  one  box  pens,  . 

.60 

$262.64 


RECAPITULATION  OF  GENERAL  ACCOUNT. 
Aggi-egate  Receipts,   $13,143.98 


1891. 
Paid  for  books. 
Paid  for  periodicals 
Paid  for  binding, 
Paid  for  salaries, 
Paid  for  rent,  . 
Paid  for  lighting. 
Paid  for  fuel,  . 
Paid  for  printing. 
Paid  for  supplies, 
Paid  for  miscellaneous  items 


Nov.  1.   *  Balance  in  treasury. 


Expenditures. 


$2,764.26 
619.09 
689.40 
4,141.42 
1,600.00 
601.88 
561.30 
145.30 
180.13 
262.64 


$11,565.42 
1,578.56 


$13,143.98 


♦This  Imlance  is  subject  to  the  current  expenses  for  the  month  of 
November,  1891. 
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THE  MARETT  FUND  ACCOUNT. 

■[Applicable  only  to  the  purchase  of  books  for  the  Free  Public  Library.] 


EXPENDED  FOR  BOOKS. 


1891. 
Paid  E 
PaidG 
PaidD 


P.  Judd, 
E.  Stechert,  . 
Van  Nostrand  Co.  . 
Paid  Henry  H  Peck, 
Paid  D.  Appleton  &  Co., 
Paid  L  R  Hazen, 
Paid  P.  O'Shea, 

Paid  The  Price.  Lee  &  Adkins  Co. 

Paid  Balch  Brothers, 

Paid  Charles  F.  Libbie  &  Co., 

Paid  W  H.  Kingsbury, 

Paid  S.  H.  Chadbourne, 


$742.80 
382.89 
228.06 
56.94 
20.00 
38.45 
3.75 
3.00 
7.50 
75.67 
17.25 
15.50 


$1,591.81 


RECEIVED. 

Prom  E.  G.  Stoddard,*  City  Treasurer,  ex-officio 
Custodian  of  the  Marett  Fund, 


$1,591.81 


INVESTMENTS  OF  THE  MARETT  FUND. 

This  fund,  which  was  devised  to  the  City  of  New  Haven 
"by  the  late  Philip  Marett,  in  trust,  for  the  use  and  benefit 
of  a  free  public  library,  the  accruing  interest  upon  which 
is  to  be  devoted  to  the  purchase  of  books  for  such  library, 
is  held  by  the  City  Treasurer  of  New  Haven,  and  consists 
of  the  following  securities  : 

Four  Sewerage  bonds  of  the  City  of  New  Haven, 

bearing  7  per  cent  int.,  maturing  Oct.  1,  1901,  $4,000.00 
One  loan  on  real  estate  mtg.  bearing  5  per  cent  int. ,  1 0,000 . 00 
One  loan  on  real  estate  mtg.  bearing  5  per  cent  int  ,  6,000 . 00 
One  loan  on  real  estate  mtg.  bearing  5  per  cent  int. ,  10,000 . 00 
One  loan  on  real  estate  mtg.  bearing  5  per  cent  int. ,  5,000 . 00 
One  loan  on  real  estate  mtg.  bearing  5  per  cent  int. ,  6,000 . 00 
Twenty  bonds  of  the  City  of  Columbus,  O.,  bearing 

5  per  cent  interest,  maturing  Nov.  1,  1910,  20,000.00 

 $61,000.00 

The  annual  income  from  these  investments  at  the  rates  of 
interest  stated  will  be  $3,130 


*  There  still  remains  in  the  custodian's  possession  between  $2,000  and 
$3,000  of  accrued  interest  applicable  to  the  purchase  of  books. 
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BUILDING  FUND  ACCOUNT. 

RECEIPTS. 


1890. 

Nov.  1.  Balance  on  hand  as  per  Treasurer's  report, 
Nov.  1.  Received  from  various  insurance  com- 
panies in  payment  of  damages  to  library 
building  by  lightning,    .  . 

EXPENDITURES. 

Paid  Elihu  Larkins  &  Son,  balance  in  full  for 
alterations  and  repairs  of  Library  building. 
Paid  Piatt  &  Thompson,  for  painting,  etc., 
Paid  Foskett  &  Bishop,  for  electric  fittings, 
Paid  C.  H.  Stilson,  architect,  balance  in  full, 
Paid  Foskett  &  Bishop,  for  plumbing  and  shades 
Paid  Estate  Geo.  S.  Arnold,  for  gas  fitting, 
Paid  The  John  E.  Bassett  Co. ,  for  door  plates, 
Paid  Thos.  Welch,  for  grading  and  turfing, 
Paid  N.  H.  AVindow  Shade  Co.,  for  carpets,  etc 
Paid  Robert  Wilson,  for  iron  fence, 
Paid  Edward  F.  Smith,  for  iron  railing. 
Paid  Curtis  &  Pierpont,  for  ventilators, 
Paid  New  Haven  Steam  Heating  Co. ,  for  repairing 

steam  apparatus, 
Paid  Jule  A.  Rida,  for  signs  and  painting, 
Paid  C.  Cowles  &  Co. ,  for  rods  and  fixtures. 
Paid  Bow  ditch  &  Prndden  Co.,  for  furniture  for 

library,  ..... 
Paid  Chamberlin  &  Co.,  for  furniture  for  library 
Paid  The  J.  Gibb  Smith  Co., 
Paid  L.  B.  Clark,  for  framing  pictures. 
Paid  Edward  E.  Burgess,  for  repairs, 
Paid  Bradley  &  Dann,  for  supplies, 
Paid  Linsley,  Root  &  Co.,  for  supplies, 

Oct.  31.    Balance  in  treasury, 


All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


$15,210.83 


116.70 


$6,359.23 
1,250.28 
192.19 
338.23 
127.70 
627.94 
38.40 
84.50 
478.47 
175.25 
206.50 
23.00 

65.12 
39.44 
15.00 

582.95 
101.20 
74.25 
10.00 
1.25 
57.25 
1.75 


$15,327.55 


$10,871.25" 
4.456.28 
$15,327.53. 


J.  RICE  WINCHELL, 

Treasurer^ 


New  Haven,  October  31,  1891. 


Librarian's  Report. 


(October,  1890,  to  September,  1891.) 


To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library 
of  New  Haven : 

Gentlemen  : — I  herewith  submit  the  fifth  annual  report 
of  the  Librarian,  for  the  library  year  ending  September  30, 
1891. 

NUMBER  OF  VOLUMES. 


Additions  by  purchase, 

.  3,202 

Additions  by  exchange, 

22 

Additions  by  magazines  bound, 

86 

Additions  by  gift. 

420 

3,730 

Deductions  by  worn  out  books, 

492 

Deductions  by  exchange, 

9 

Deductions  by  loss  (paid  for),  . 

4 

529 

Net  increase, 

3,201 

Total  in  library,  Sept.  30,  1891, 

15,978 

The  large  number  of  volumes  worn  out  and  discarded' 
should  be  noted.  The  fact  that  the  books  of  fiction  were- 
issued  an  average  of  over  twenty  times  for  each  book  gives^ 
the  reason  for  so  large  a  number  having  to  be  discarded, 
and  the  necessity  of  replacing  most  of  them  seriously  en- 
croaches on  the  funds  for  the  increase  of  the  library. 

GIFTS. 

The  library  has  been  generously  favored  by  several' 
friends  in  the  past  year.  A  list  of  donors  is  included  in  ans 
appendix. 
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AID  IN  SELECTING  BOOKS. 

Valuable  assistance  has  been  given  by  members  of  the 
faculty  of  Yale  University  in  selecting  books,  and  their 
-continued  aid  will  greatly  benefit  the  library. 

NUMBER  OF  BORROWERS. 

There  were  four  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty-seven 
new  cards  issued  to  borrowers,  including  renewals  of  old 
cards  whose  terms  of  two  years  had  expired;  a  gain  of  nine 
hundred  and  sixty-two  over  the  previous  year.  The  whole 
number  from  the  beginning  was  eighteen  thousand  seven 
hundred  fifty-six ;  the  number  in  force  September  30, 
1891,  seven  thousand  five  hundred  fifty-one,  or  one 
thousand  one  hundred  twenty-two  more  than  last  year. 
The  increase  has  taken  place  mostly  since  January  2, 
when  the  new  quarters  were  opened  to  the  public. 

CIRCULATION. 

The  number  of  volumes  issued  each  month  for  the  last 
two  years  was : 


1890-'91. 

1899-'90. 

October, 

9,939 

9,726 

November,  . 

.  10,597 

10,572 

December,  . 

.  *7,011 

10,426 

January, 

.  13,755 

11,637 

February, 

.  12,679 

10,759 

March, 

.  13,902 

12,844 

April, 

.  11,734 

10.429 

May, 

9,944 

9,509 

June, 

9,347 

8,030 

July, 

9,700 

9,729 

August, 

9,876 

9,126 

September,  . 

9,983 

9.058 

128,467 

120,845 

It  will  be  noticed  that  a  marked  increase  in  the  number 
of  volumes  circulated  shows  itself  in  January  and  is  main- 
tained for  the  rest  of  the  year.  This  is  one  of  the  effects  of 
the  new  quarters. 

*  Closed  December  22  to  31,  1890. 
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CHARACTER  OF  THE  CIRCULATION. 


Vols,  in  Circ. 

No.  OF 

Per  Cent  of 

AT  End  of  Year. 

Issues. 

Circulation. 

Philosophy, 

220 

678 

.5 

Religion,  . 

726 

1,152 

.9 

Sociology, 

609 

1,104 

.9 

Philology, 

102 

239 

.2 

Natural  science,  . 

584 

1,982 

1.6 

Useful  arts, 

584 

1,832 

1.4 

Fine  arts. 

461 

2,243 

1.7 

Travels. 

907 

4,201 

3.3 

Biography, 

.  1,289 

2,459 

2. 

History, 

.  1,338 

4,355 

3.4 

General  literature, 

.  1,829 

4,154  } 

^Magazines  in  numbers,  . 

80 

2,469  f 

5.2 

Poetry  and  drama. 

596 

1.235 

1. 

Fiction,  Adult, 

.  3,G09 

72,459 

56.4 

Fiction,  Juvenile, 

.  1,072 

27,910 

21.7 

Compared  with  the  previous  year  the  percentage  of  non- 
liction  is  greater  in  nearly  every  department.  Fiction 
shows  a  decrease  of  nearly  4  per  cent.  The  gradual  change 
which  has  attended  the  circulation  is  indicated  by  the  fol- 
lowing : 

1887-'S8.  Total,  138,574  ;  Fiction,  115,781 ;  Non-fiction,  22,793 
1890-'91.       "     128,467;         "      100,369;  "  28,098 

A  decrease  in  fiction  of  fifteen  thousand  four  hundred 
twelve,  and  an  increase  in  non-fiction  of  five  thousand  three 
hundred  five,  over  20  per  cent,  in  three  years 

THE  READING  ROOMS. 

The  increased  space  available  for  reading-rooms  enabled 
the  Library  to  enlarge  its  accommodations  for  readers. 
The  newspapers  were  restored  and  that  feature  has  drawn 
the  usual  number  of  visitors.  The  room  is  too  small  and  the 
number  of  papers  is  not  equal  to  the  demand,  but  any  changes 
which  could  be  made  to  remedy  either  defect  would  entail 
an  expense  which  probably  the  jjresent  resources  of  the 
Library  could  not  meet. 

The  reference  and  magazine  room  has  shown  the  greatest 
improvement  as  regards  attendance.    Five  times  as  many 
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persons  use  it  now.  Indeed  its  capacity  is  rather  severely 
tested  at  certain  honrs,  and  it  is  quite  likely  that  a  short 
time  hence  measures  of  relief  will  be  pressing. 

The  ladies'  reading-room,  which  was  established  as  an 
experiment  because  there  was  a  vacant  room  in  the  Did  choir 
loft,  has  been  fairly  successful,  and  may  well  be  continued. 
Still  there  is  little  necessity  for  any  additional  provision  to- 
be  made  for  it.  It  relieves,  somewhat,  the  pressure  upon 
the  reference  and  periodical  room  down-stairs,  and  this  i& 
an  additional  reason  for  maintaining  it ;  but,  were  the  room 
down-stairs  large  enough,  it  would  answer  most  purposes, 
so  far  as  the  ladies  are  concerned,  as  there  is  no  valid  reason 
Avhy  ladies  should  not  use  all  the  reading  rooms  as  well  as- 
the  men. 

The  order  in  these  rooms  has  been  maintained  with  no 
supervision  except  such  as  can  be  given  from  the  delivery 
desk.  Undoubtedly  the  absence  of  attendants  from  the- 
rooms  results  in  a  slight  amount  of  disorder  which  would 
not  occur  in  their  presence.  But,  I  believe,  this  is  exceed- 
ingly trivial,  and  the  funds  do  not  admit  the  employment 
of  special  service  for  the  reading-rooms.  The  plans  were 
made  with  this  point  particularly  in  view,  and  the  present 
arrangement  is  economical  if  not  the  ideally  most  convenient 
for  the  public. 

CATALOGUES. 

The  catalogue  issued  by  the  Library  in  1889  has  been  out 
of  print  since  July.  A  new  catalogue  is  called  for  by  the 
public,  and  of  course  is  desirable.  The  point  to  be  decided 
is  whether  it  can  be  afforded.  Our  first  catalogue  cost  over 
$500,  and  the  expense  was  mostly  met  by  the  returns  from 
advertising  ;  the  second  contained  about  ten  thousand  vol- 
umes, but  owing  to  the  fact  that  it  was  only  half  a  catalogue, 
that  is,  did  not  contain  all  kinds  of  entries  whether  subject, 
title  or  author,  as  did  the  first,  and  also  because  convenience 
was  sacrificed  to  cheapness,  the  expense  was  less  than  for  the 
first.  But  soon  a  catalogue,  if  complete,  would  contain  twenty 
thousand  volumes,  and  would  cost  twice  as  much  as  the 
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last  one  anyway,  and  if  the  desires  of  tlie  public  were  met 
{  since  they  are  not  satisfied  with  the  last  catalogue )  would 
cost  three  or  four  times  as  much,  gross  expense,  and  possi- 
bly ten  times  as  much  net,  that  is,  deducting  all  returns  from 
advertising  and  from  sale  of  copies.  It  is,  therefore,  largely 
a  matter  of  doubt  whether,  in  the  existing  state  of  things, 
any  complete  catalogue  can  be  issued.  Possibly  it  may  be 
feasible  to  do  something  in  the  line  of  catalogues  which  will 
do  much  to  meet  the  most  pressing  needs  in  this  direction, 
either  by  issuing  bulletins  at  stated  intervals,  catalogues  of 
special  classes  of  books  or  a  select  catalogue  of  popular 
books. 

RELATIONS   OF  THE  LIBRARY  TO  THE  BUSINESS  INTERESTS 
or  NEW  HAVEN. 

In  Other  places  the  public  libraries  have  been  largely 
instrumental  in  helping  the  various  industries,  and,  I  think, 
that  already  this  library  has  done  something  in  this  line  by 
means  of  its  books  and  periodicals  on  the  useful  arts. 
Especial  pains  have  been  taken  to  add  considerably  to  our 
collection  of  such  books,  and  also  a  printed  circular  was  sent 
to  manufacturing  concerns  inviting  workmen  to  use  the 
books,  and  make  suggestions  of  books  and  other  wants. 
Although  the  immediate  results  were  not  great,  yet  some 
results  appeared,  and  further  efforts  in  this  direction  may 
be  advisable.  A  practical  illustration  of  the  practical 
utility  of  public  libraries  to  the  business  man  recently 
€ame  to  my  notice.  A  member  of  one  of  the  largest  build- 
ing firms  in  the  country,  stated  publicly  that  he  had  as  much 
work  as  could  be  done  away  from  the  building  he  was  erecting 
in  the  city  of  Worcester,  because  his  men  could  find  direc- 
tions for  doing  any  unaccustomed  piece  of  work  by  consult- 
ing the  public  library.  Such  facts  indicate  that  a  liberal 
expenditure  for  books  on  the  arts  and  trades  would  prove 
a  profitable  investment  for  this  City  to  make,  but  it  must 
be  remembered  that  such  books  are  usually  expensive,  and 
the  funds  are  small,  and  hence  purchases  in  this  line  must 
fall  far  below  the  point  desired. 
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THE  LIBRARY  AND  THE  SCHOOLS. 

I  think  there  is  a  more  favorable  prospect  of  increased 
service  on  the  part  of  the  Library  to  the  public  schools  than 
a  year  ago.  In  addition  to  allowing  teachers  books  for 
school  use,  two  other  courses  have  been  tried  in  other  places 
with  excellent  results,  as  mentioned  in  my  report  two  years 
ago,  namely :  first,  placing  small  libraries  in  the  school 
rooms  for  the  pupils  to  use  under  the  direction  of  their 
teachers ;  second,  keeping  about  twenty-five  copies  of  a 
book  in  a  school  for  some  weeks  and  giving  all  the  pupils  a 
chance  to  use  the  same  book  at  the  same  time  under  the 
guidance  of  their  teacher.  There  is  perhaps  a  possibility  of 
adopting  the  latter  course,  which  has  been  requested  by  the 
principals  of  the  City.  The  income  available  for  books  from 
the  Marett  Fund  increases  the  resources  of  the  Library, 
and  the  larger  size  of  the  Library's  collection  renders  it 
better  able  all  the  time  to  meet  the  demands  upon  it  in 
this  direction. 

THE  LIBRARY  STAFF. 

iS'ever  in  tht;  history  of  the  Library  since  its  foundation 
was  there  so  great  a  change  in  personnel  of  the  Library 
staff  as  this  year,  when  all  the  desk  attendants  resigned 
within  a  space  of  three  months.  Fortunately  the  Library 
has  secured  the  services  of  those  who  are  well  qualified. 
Two  of  them  were  appointed  after  a  competitive  examina- 
tion, and  the  results  seem  to  me  to  justify  and  recommend 
the  use  of  that  method  of  selecting  assistants  when  occasion 
arises.  It  may  be  added  that  the  past  year  has  been  most 
laborious  for  all  connected  with  the  Library,  owing  to  the 
increased  circulation  and  number  of  books  purchased,  and 
to  some  other  circumstances.  But  increase  of  work  for 
such  reasons  is  much  more  cheerfully  borne  than  when  it 
comes  from  decrease  of  the  number  of  workers,  which  latter 
happily  is  not  the  case. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  K.  STETSON, 

Librarian, 


LIST  OF  DONORS. 


Amherst  College, 
Apprentices'  Library,  N.  Y., 
Backus,  W.  W. ,  . 
Baldwin,  S.  E., 
Bangor  Public  Library, 
Beers,  W.  A., 

Beers,  ., 

Blinn,  G.  H., 
Bradley  J.,  . 

Brookline  (Mass  )  Public  Library, 
Brooklyn  (N.  Y.)  Public  Library, 
Buel,  P.  A.,. 

Buffalo  Public  Library,     .  * 
Concord  (Mass.)  Public  Library, 
Conn.  Board  of  Agriculture, 
Conn.  Board  of  Health,  . 
Conn.  Commissioners  of  Labor, 
Conn.  State  Library, 
Dayton  (Ohio)  Public  Library, 
Denver  Public  Library, 
Elizabeth  (N.  J.)  Public  Library, 
Enoch  Pratt  Library,  Baltimore, 
Farrell,  J.  P., 
Fenn,  Mrs.  J.  A.,  . 
Gorham  Mfg.  Co.,  Providence,  R.  I., 
Grand  Rapids  (Mich.)  Public  Library, 
Griffing,  Mrs.  J.  H., 
Haynes,  Tilly,  Boston,  Mass., 
Heaton.  E.,  .         .        43  volumes  unbound 
Heaton,  J  E. 

Hilton  (N.  J.)  Public  Library,  . 
Home  Market  Club,  Boston, 
Hopkins  Academy, 
Hughes,  G.  F.,  Duluth,  Minn, 
Jersey  City  Public  Library, 
Judd,  E.  P., 
Kowalinka,  J.  G.  . 
Lanesboro'  (Minn  )  Journal, 
Lawrence  (Mass.)  Public  Library, 
Loomis'  Musical  and  Masonic  Journal, 
Los  Angeles  (Cal )  Public  Library, 


1  catalogue,  2  pamphlets 
1  report 
1  volume 

1  pamphlet 
1  report 

1  volume 
Boston  Journal 

1  volume 
.  unbound  magazines 

2  reports 
1  report 

14  volumes 
1  report 
1  report 
1  report 
1  report 

1  report 

2  volumes 

2  reports 
1  report,  1  volume 

1  report 
1  report 

Dublin  Freeman  (weekly) 
5  volumes 
1  volume 
1  report 
18  volumes 
1  pamphlet 
magazines  ;  medical  journals 
1  volume 
1  report 
Home  Market  Bulletin 
1  report 
1  pamphlet 
1  pamphlet 
1  volume 
1  pamphlet 
publishers 
1  report 
publishers 
1  report 


2  catalogues, 
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Lynn  (Mass.)  Public  Library, 

1  report 

Maimonides  Library,  Is ew  \ork, 

.    2  pamphlets 

JMalclen  (Mass.)  Public  Library,  . 

1  report 

Manchester  (N.  H.)  City  Library, 

1  report 

Mansnelcl,  r>.,  . 

17  volumes,  5  pamphlets 

Marshall,  J.  H.  . 

18  volumes 

Mass.  rree  Public  Library  Commission, 

1  report 

Mechanical  News,  .          .          .          .  . 

publishers 

Minneapolis  Public  Library, 

4  volumes 

Moran.  J.  1 ., 

56  volumes 

Moi'se  Institute,  Natick,  Mass., 

1  report 

JNew  rJearora  (Mass.)  rJoard  ot  Iraae, 

1  pamphlet 

JNew  Beaiord  (Mass  )  Public  Library, 

1  report 

New  Haven  Journal  and  Courier, 

2  copies,  publishers 

New  Haven  Morning  News, 

1  copy,  publishers 

New  Haven  Palladium,  2  copies. 

.    2  copies,  publishers 

Newark  Public  Library,    .          .          .  . 

1  report,  bulletins 

Newbury  port  (Mass.)  Public  Library, 

1  report 

Newton  (Mass.)  Public  Library,  . 

1  report 

Om-  Dumb  Animals,         .          .         .  . 

publishers 

Paradise  of  the  Pacific  (Honolulu), 

publishers 

Peabody  Institute,  Baltimore, 

1  report 

X  eCK.  A.  Li„ 

1  volume 

Jreck,  Miss  J.  p.,  . 

2  volumes 

Portland  (Me.)  Public  Library, 

2  catalogues,  1  report 

Poughkeepsie  Board  of  Trade, 

1  report 

Providence  Public  Library, 

2  reports,  1  pamphlet 

bt.  Joseph  (Mo.)  Public  Library,  . 

1  report 

St.  Louis  Mercantile  Library  Association, 

1  report 

bt.  Louis  Public  Library,  .         .          .  . 

1  report 

Salem  (Mass.)  Public  Library, 

2  catalogues,  1  report 

Seymour  Record,   .         .          ,         .  . 

publishers 

Shipman,  Miss,      .          .          .          .  . 

63  volumes 

Shore  Line  Times,  .         .          .          .  . 

publishers 

Silas  Bronson  Library,  Waterbury,  Conn., 

2  reports 

femeacl,  1.  u.  oc  uo.,         .          .          .  . 

1  volume 

Smithsonian  Institute,      .          .          .  . 

10  volumes 

Southbridge  (Mass.)  Public  Library, 

1  report 

South  worth,  W.  C. 

1  volume 

C*          •                    1    1     /HIT               \          •  i-         X  '1 

Springfield  (Mass.)  City  Library, 

1  report,  monthly  bulletins 

Stechert.  G.  E.,  . 

1  volume 

Stevens,  H.           .          .          .          .  . 

1  volume 

Taunton  (Mass  )  Public  Library,  . 

1  rej>ort 

Thill,  A  

29  volumes 

Tliomas  Crane  Public  Library,  Quincy,  Mass., 

1  report 

Toledo  Public  Library,     .          .          .  . 

1  report 

U.  S.  Bureau  of  Education, 

1  pamphlet 
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U.  S.  Commissioner  of  Patents,  .....  1  report 

U  S.  Interior  Department,         ...  93  volumes  of  reports 

U.  S.  Labor  Bureau,        ......        2  volumes 

U.  S  State  Department.  .  .  .2  pamphlets  and  consular  reports 

Univei-sity  of  Pennsylvania,       .  .  .  .  .1  catalogue 

Wadlin,  H.  G  ,      .  .  .  .  .  .  .2  volumes 

Walker,  Miss  F. ,   .  .  .  .  .  .  .33  volumes 

Warren  County  Library  Bulletin,  Monmouth,  111.,     .  .         1  bulletin 

Wesleyan  University,      ......       1  pamphlet 

Wilcox,  Hon.  W.  F  ,       .  .  .  .12  volumes 

Worcester  F*ublic  Library,         .  .  .  1  catalogue,  1  repor^ 

Yale  University,   .......       1  catalogue 

Yale  Uinivei-sity  Library,  .....  1  report 

Unknown  donoi-s,  .  .  .  .  .  .11  volumes 


SIXTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

DIRECTORS 

OF  THE 

REE  Public  Library, 

OF 

New  Haven,  Conn. 
1892. 

NEW  HAVEN,  CONN.  : 

O.  A.  DORMAN,  PRINTER  AND  LITHOGRAPHER. 
"1893. 


BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS. 


CHAIRMAN. 

Hon.  JOSEPH  B.  SAE13^ENT,  Mayor,  ex-offieio. 

SECRETARY.  ASSISTANT  SECRETARY. 

David  Callahan.  Michael  Sonnenberg. 

TREASURER. 
J.  R.  WlXCHELL. 

William  E.  Chandler. 

Term  expires  December  31,  1892. 

A.  Maxcy  Hiller. 

Term  expires  December  31,  1892. 

John  H.  Leeds. 

Term  expires  December  31 ,  1892. 

Charles  S.  Hamilton. 

Term  expires  December  31,  1893. 

Remus  C.  Loveridge. 

Term  expires  December  31,  1893. 

J.  Rice  Winchell. 

Term  expires  December  31,  1893. 

Michael  Sonnenberg. 

Term  expires  December  31,  1894. 

Anson  K.  Brown. 

Term  expires  December  31,  1894. 

David  Callahan. 

Term  expires  December  31,  1894. 


LIBRARIAN. 

Willis  K.  Stetson. 


ASSISTANT  LIBRARIANS. 

Thomas  H.  Smith,     '  Miss  J.  P.  Peck, 

Miss  C.  E.  Herrick,  Miss  Stella  Williams. 

MESSENGERS. 

John  McKeon,  Richard  Roessler. 

JANITOR. 

Fleming  Holt. 


REPORT 

OF  THE 

DIRECTORS 

OF  THE 

Free  Public  Library. 


To  the  Honorable  Court  of  Common  Council  of  the  City  of 
New  Haven  : 

Gextlemex  :  The  sixth  annual  report  of  the  Free  Pub- 
lic Library  is  respectfully  submitted. 

The  Library  contained,  at  the  close  of  the  library  year, 
September  30,  1892,  20,967  volumes,  besides  duplicates  and 
loan  collections;  a  net  increase  of  4,989  volumes.  The 
number  of  books  added  was  5,739  volumes ;  number  with- 
drawn because  worn  out  or  defective,  750  volumes.  The 
cost  of  the  books  purchased,  bought  with  the  income  of 
the  Marett  Fund,  was  $6,312.71. 

The  number  of  books  circulated  was  131,348  volumes,  an 
increase  of  about  3,000  volumes. 

Part  I.  of  a  new  catalogue  was  issued  during  the  year ; 
and  it  is  intended  to  issue  Part  II.  shortly.  These  cata- 
logues will  be  of  much  convenience  to  the  public. 

The  reports  of  the  Treasurer  and  of  the  Librarian  are 
appended,  and  will  give  further  details  of  the  operations 
of  the  Library. 
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The  estimated  expenses  for  the  year  are  as  follows : 


Salaries                 .         .                   .         .         .  §4,800.00 

Rent  of  former  quarters    .....  1,800.00 

Binding       .......  750.00 

Lighting,  etc.,        .          .          .         .         .          .  700.00 

Newspapers  and  periodicals        ....  650 . 00 

Catalogues  and  printing    .....  400.00 

Fuel   500.00 

Miscellaneous        .         .    -     .         .         .  400.00 

Total   $10,000.00 

On  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public 
Library, 

M.  SONNENBERG,              )  Committee 

WILLIAM  E.  CHANDLER,  \  on 

ANSON  K.  BROWN,           )  Finance. 


Treasurer's  Report. 


To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library : 

Gextlemex  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  New  Haven 
Free  Public  Library  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  November  1, 


1892. 

RECEIPTS. 

1891. 

Nov.   1.    Balance  as  per  account  rendered 

$1,578.56 

1892. 

From  the  City  of  New  Haven 

10,000.00 

From  rents  of  the  old  Library  building' 

525.83 

From  fines  on  over-due  books 

297.50 

From  sales  of  catalogues  .... 

140.00 

From  sales  of  old  periodicals 

80.00 

From  sales  of  bulletins         .          .         .  . 

21.00 

From  rent  of  ground  for  telephone  pole 

20.00 

From  exchange  of  books  with  other  libraries 

10.12 

EXPENDITURES. 

1892. 

For  salaries      .         .         .         .  . 

$4,795.73 

For  rent  of  old  Library  building 

1,766.68 

For  printing  5000  copies  of  new  catalogues,  etc.  . 

1,358.52 

For  re -binding  books            .          .          .  . 

744.65 

For  electric  lighting  and  power 

697.16 

For  periodicals  ..... 

614.17 

For  coal  ...... 

236.46 

For  printing,  miscellaneous  .... 

125.23 

For  miscellaneous  supplies    .          .         .  . 

49.82 

For  newspaper  subscriptions 

49.25 

For  paper  and  stationery  .... 

43.80 

$12,673.01 
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For  removing  ashec 

For  storage  of  furniture 

For  book  supports 

For  traveling  expenses 

For  binders  and  binder  clips 

For  sprinkling  street 

For  account  books 

For  sundries 

For  library  cards 

For  freight  and  carting 

For  gas 

For  letter-press  outfit 
For  ice 

For  newspaper  files 
*Balance 


$40.00 
37.00 
36.23 
31.00 
27.50 
26.25 
21.00 
19.93 
18.52 
11.42 
10.20 

9.55 
10.20 

7.50 


$10,787.77 
1,885.24 

$12,673.01 


EXPENDITURES  IN  DETAIL. 


Paid  W.  K.  Stetson,  Librarian,  salary 
Paid  Thomas  H.  Smith,  Cataloguer,  salary 
Paid  Fleming  Holt,  Janitor,  salary 
Paid  Miss  Jennie  P.  Peck,  Assistant,  salary 
Paid  C.  E.  Herrick,  Assistant,  salary 
Paid  Stella  Williams,  Assistant,  salary 
Paid  Mabel  C  Willard,  Ass't  Cataloguer,  salary 
Paid  Richard  Roessler,  Assistant,  salary 
Paid  John  McKeon,  Assistant,  salary 

Paid  Chas.  H.  Webb,  At'ty,  rent  of  old  Library, 

one  year  ..... 
Paid  New  Haven  Electric  Co. ,  lighting  and  power 
Paid  Tuttle,  Morehouse  &  Taylor,  5000  copies  new 

catalogues,  etc.  .... 
Paid  Thos.  H.  Pease  &  Sons,  periodicals 
Paid  W  F.  Gilbert,  coal  .... 
Paid  Price,  Lee  &  Adkins  Co.,  re-binding  books  . 
Paid  W.  R.  Crawford,  re-binding  books 
Paid  H.  H.  Peck,  re  binding  books 
Paid  Case,  Lo(!kwood  &  Brainard  Co.,  re-binding 

books  ...... 

Paid  Tuttle,  Morehouse  &  Taylor,  miscellaneous 

printing  ..... 


$1 


,500.00 
700.00 
615.00 
473.34 
480.00 
418.34 
251.05 
204.00 
154.00 


$1 


,766.68 
697.16 

,358.52 
605.80 
236.46 
380.35 
131.75 
130.^5 

48.95 

101.33 


$4,795. 7S 


*  The  Balance  is  subject  to  the  current  expenses  of  the  month  of 
November. 
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Paid  Benjamin  Young,  removing  ashes 

$40.00 

Paid  Smedlev  Bros.  &  Co.,  storage 

37.00 

Paid  W.  K.  Stetson,  traveling  expenses 

31.00 

Paid  M.  Carbone,  re-binding  books  . 

31.75 

Paid  0.  A.  Dorman,  printing  500  reports  . 

23.90 

Paid  O'Hagen  &  Streit,  re-binding  books  . 

21.50 

Paid  N.  H.  Register,  three  subs,  one  year  . 

24.00 

Paid  C.  W.  Blakeslee  &  Sons,  sprinkling  street 

26.25 

Paid  Library  Bureau,  library  supplies 

26.42 

Paid  Library  Bureau,  book  supports 

16.00 

Paid  Edward  P.  Judd,  book  supports 

20.23 

Paid  Linsley,  Root  &  Co..  supplies 

23.40 

Paid  Case,  Lockwood  &  Brainard  Co. ,  acc't  books. 

21.00 

Paid  Young  Men's  Institute,  library  cards 

18.52 

Paid  G  V.  Thompson,  binder  clips 

15.00 

Paid  N.  H.  Gas  Light  Co..  gas         .          .  . 

10.20 

Paid  Chatfield  Paper  Co. ,  paper 

23.3a 

Paid  Morning  News,  two  copies,  eighteen  months. 

15.50 

Paid  Howard  Mfg.  Co. ,  envelopes    .         .   "  . 

10.60 

Paid  H.  H.  Peck,  binders  .... 

12.50 

Paid  Smedley  Bros  &  Co.,  cartage  . 

8.00 

Paid  Curtiss  &  Bradley,  letter-press  outfit 

9.55 

Paid  W.  J.  Hills,  newspaper  files 

7.50 

Paid  Palladium  Co.,  tw^o  copies,  six  months 

6.00 

Paid  H.  H.  Peck,  lettering  books 

5.46 

Paid  N.  H,  Ice  Co.,  ice         ...  . 

10.20 

Paid  H.  H.  Peck,  magazine  covers 

5.62 

Paid  W.  H.  Lowdermilk  &  Co.,  magazines 

5.00 

Paid  E.  G.  Moffatt,  paper  .... 

4.25 

Paid  Evening  Leader,  subscription,  nine  months  . 

3.75 

Paid  Jas.  W.  Christopher,  old  magazines  . 

3.37 

Paid  C.  A.  Cutter,  freight  .... 

3.42 

Paid  Edward  P.  Judd.  stationery 

4.72 

Paid  Bradley  &  Dann,  tree  tub 

5.00 

Paid  The  E.  Larkins  &  Sons'  Co. ,  repairs  . 

1.85 

Paid  Lucius  R.  Hazen,  paper 

.90 

Paid  the  Newton  Free  Library,  catalogue  . 

2.00 

110,787. 7T 


THE  MARETT  FUND. 

RECEIPTS. 

1892. 

From  E.  G.  Stoddard,  Trustee         .  .  $6,312.71 

  $6,312.71 
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jgg.,  EXPENDITURES. 

Paid  Boston  Book  Co  ,  books           .  .  .  $1,833.58 

Paid  Edward  P.  Judd,  books          .  .  1,963.22 

Paid  Henry  H.  Peck,  books            .  .  .  705.54 

Paid  Giistav  E.  Stechert,  books       .  .  .  549.14 

Paid  Kegan.  Paul.  Triibner  &  Co.,  books   .  .  191.75 

Paid  Charles  Scribners  Sons,  books  .  .  208.57 

Paid  D.  Van  Nostrand  &  Co.,  books  .  .  281.05 

Paid  Brentano's,  books         ....  123  28 

Paid  A.  N.  Andrews,  books  .      ,   .  .  .  58.25 

Paid  H.  S.  Innmn,  books      .          .  .  .  56.00 

Paid  Bryan,  Taylor  &  Co.,  books     .  .  45.60 

Paid  Jas.  W.  Christopher,  books      .  .  .  33.33 

Paid  M.  A.  French,  books     .          .  .  .  25.00 

Paid  Rand,  McNally  &  Co.,  books    .  .  .  25.00 

Paid  Dodd,  Mead  &  Co.,  books        .  .  .  42.75 

Paid  S.  H.  Chadbourne,  books        .  .  .  21.65 

Paid  Agent,  books      .         ,          .  .  .  21.00 

Paid  Balch  Bros.,  books        .          .  .  .  18.50 

Paid  D.  Appleton  &  Co  ,  books        .  .  .  16.00 

Paid  Mrs.  Edith  Post,  books            .  .  .  12.00 

Paid  W.  M.  Oris  wold,  books           .  .  .  12.75 

Paid  Blackie  &  Son,  books    .         .  .  .  10.00 

Paid  W.  H.  Kingsbury,  books          .  .  .  6.70 

Paid  D.  W.  Bangs,  books      .  '       .  .  .  10.00 

Paid  Frank  J,  Post,  books     .         .  .  .  8.30 

Paid  J.  J.  O'Byrne.  books     .          .  .  .  5.00 

Paid  R.  R  Bowker,  books     .          .  .  .  5.00 

Paid  F.  A.  Bradley,  books     .         .  .  .  4.75 

Paid  Chas.  E.  Steele,  books  .          .  .  .  4.50 

Paid  Mercantile  Library  Association,  books  .  4.50 

Paid  Library  Bureau,  books            .  .  .  4.00 

Paid  John  W.  Weston,  books          .  .  2.50 

Paid  San  Francisco  Public  Library,  books  .  1.50 

Paid  Ginn  &  Co. ,  books        .         .  .  .  1.00 


AMOUNT  AVAILABLE. 
Total  amount  of  funds  in  hands  of  City  Treasurer 
available  for  the  purchase  of  books,  October 
24,  1892   $3,045.67 


PRINCIPAL  OF  MARETT  FUND. 
Principal  of  Marett  Fund,  invested  as  i)er  last 
Annual  Report     Securities  held  by  the  City 
Treasurer  $61,000.00 
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TOTAL  RECEIPTS. 


Total  receipts  from  the  Marett  Fund  during  the 
two  years  ending  November  1,  1892  (all  of 
which  has  been  expended  in  the  purchase  of 
books  for  the  Free  Public  Library )— . 

During  the  year  1891 

During  the  year  1892 


$1,591 
6,312. 


$7,904.52 


BUILDING  FUND  ACCOUNT. 

1891.  Dr. 

Nov.   1,    To  balance  on  account  rendered  .  $4,456.28 

1892. 

Jan.  25.    To  cash  of  Mrs.  Henry  O.  Hotchkiss,  per 
Burton  Mansfield,  one-half  post  of  catch  basin, 

iron  fence  and  concrete  walk    .          .          .  $128.06 

1892.  Cr. 

Paid  E.  Larkins  &  Sons' Co.,  book-cases  .  .  $480.00 
Paid  E.  Larkins  &  Sons'  Co  ,  book-cases  .  .  326.82 
Paid  E.  Larkins  &  Sons' Co. ,  book-cases  .  226.06 
Paid  E.  Larkins  &  Sons'  Co.,  packing-cases  .  8.25 
Paid  E.  Larkins  &  Sons'  Co.,  repairs  .  .  3.55 
Paid  Foskett  &  Bishop,  catch  basin  .  .  65 . 00 
Paid  Conn.  Concrete  Co.,  concrete  and  turfing  .  20.34 
Paid  New  Haven  Window  Shade  Co.,  linoleum  .  31.00 
Paid  New  Haven  Window  Shade  Co. ,  linoleum  ,  57 . 90 
Paid  Denison  Electrical  Engineering  Co  ,  ventilat- 
ing ajjparatus  .....  445 . 00 
Paid  estate  Geo.  S.  Arnold,  gas-fitting  .  .  9.23 
Paid  The  Arnold  Co.,  gas-fitting  .  .  .  7.81 
Paid  The  Arnold  Co. ,  wiring  gas-fixtures  .  1.45 
Paid  Smith,  Sperry  &  Treat,  repairs  .  .  9.03 
Paid  N.  D.  Folsom,  repairing  locks           .         .  1.75 

Balance  ..... 


$4,584.34 


$1,693.19 
2,891.15 

$4,584.34 


All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

(Signed)  J.  R.  WINCHELL, 


Treasurer. 


New  Haven,  Conn.,  November  1,  1892. 


Librarian's  Report. 


To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library  of 
New  Haven  : 

Gentlemeis"  ;  I  herewith  present  my  sixth  annual 
report,  for  the  year  ending  September  30,  1892  : 

The  number  of  new  books  added  to  the  Ubrary  was  5,739  vols. 
By  purchase         .....  4,916 
By  exchange        .....  34 

By  gift  732 

By  magazines  bound       .  .  .  .158 

  5,739 

Number  withdrawn,  etc.  .  .  .  750 

Net  additions  .....  4,989 
Reported  last  year  ....  15,978 

Whole  number  of  volumes  in  library,  Sept.  30,  1892  20,967 

Besides  this  number  there  are  several  hundred  volumes 
of  duplicates,  and  collections  not  belonging  to  the  library, 
but  loaned  to  it  for  reference  uses,  viz.,  the  Palladium  col- 
lection, Connecticut  State  Medical  Society's  library,  and 
the  City  collection  of  municipal  reports. 

NUMBER  OF  BORROWERS. 

The  number  of  new  cards  issued  to  borrowers  was  3,736  ; 
522  less  than  the  number  issued  the  previous  year ;  459 
more  than  the  number  issued  two  years  ago. 
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CIRCULATION. 


The  circulation  for  the  three  years  past  is  given  in  the 
following : 


1891-2 

1890-1 

1889-90 

October  . 

10,694 

9,939 

9.726 

November 

11.033 

10,597 

10,572 

December 

11,069 

*7,011 

10,426 

January  . 

11,725 

13,755 

11,637 

February 

12,472 

12,679 

10.759 

March 

13,171 

13,902 

12,844 

April 

11,329 

11,734 

10,429 

May 

9,983 

9.944 

9.509 

June 

9,316 

9,347 

8,030 

July 

9.499 

9,700 

8,7-.^9 

August 

10,668 

9,876 

9.126 

September 

10,389 

9,983 

9,058 

Totals 

.  131,348 

128,467 

120,845 

CHARACTER  OF  THE  CIRCULATION. 

The  following  table  shows  the  use  of  each  class  of  books : 


Philosophy 
Religion 
Sociology,  etc. 
Philology  . 
Natural  science 
Useful  arts 
Fine  arts 
Travels 
Biography  . 
History 
General  literature 
Magazines  in  numbers 
Poetry  and  drama 
Fiction,  Adult 
Fiction,  Juvenile  . 


No.  of  issues. 
606 
938 
910 
183 
2.018 
1,858 
1,985 
4,087 
2,587 
3,934 
4,604  I 
3,141  i" 
1,443 
75,472 
27.572 


131,348 


Per  cent,  of  circulation. 

.5 

.7 
.1 
1.5 
1.4 
1.5 
3.1 
2.0 
3.0 

5.9 

1.1 

57.5 
21.0 

100.0 


The  character  of  the  circulation  is  apparently  about  the 
same  as  it  was  the  previous  year. 


Library  closed  December  23-31,  1890. 
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•READING  ROOMS. 

I  mentioned  in  my  report  last  year  that  the  reading 
rooms  were  too  small,  and  the  same  may  be  said  this  year. 
The  demands  in  this  respect  are  likely  to  increase  rather 
than  decrease,  and  other  arrangements  will,  it  seems  to 
me,  be  required  soon. 

The  presence  of  a  policeman  in  the  library  has  been  of 
very  beneficial  effect.  I  am  now  of  the  opinion  that  only 
by  the  presence  of  an  officer  of  the  law  can  the  attendance- 
in  the  reading  rooms  be  rightly  regulated.  It  is  not  neces- 
sary to  preserve  order  by  preventing  outbreaks,  but  it  is 
necessary  to  keep  out  loafers  whose  presence  is  a  detri- 
ment to  others  and  no  benefit,  or  little  benefit,  to  them- 
selves. The  library  has  been  fortunate  in  the  person 
selected  for  library  duty,  Mr.  George  Murphy. 

CATALOGUES. 

Two  bulletins  of  new  books  were  issued  in  October  and 
November  respectively.  As  usually  is  the  case  when  no^ 
advertisements  help  to  pay  the  cost  of  printing,  the  sales 
did  not  cover  the  expenses.  But  the  elfect  on  the  circula- 
tion seemed  to  be  very  beneficial,  changing  the  character 
of  the  circulation  to  a  certain  extent  for  a  few  months. 
But  the  amount  of  work  to  be  done  in  cataloguing  new 
books  and  preparing  new  catalogues  rendered  it  impracti- 
cable to  continue  the  issue  of  the  bulletins.  Perhaps  at 
some  future  time  it  may  be  advisable  to  continue  them  ;. 
especially  as  it  now  seems  feasible  to  reduce  the  expense 
greatly  by  using  the  type  for  other  purposes,  if  the  Lino- 
type process  be  used.  The  catalogue  of  1889,  of  which 
3000  copies  were  printed,  and  which  was  sold  at  ten  cents  a 
copy,  was  out  of  print  in  July,  1891.  Preparation  of  a 
new  catalogue  was  begun  in  April,  this  year,  and  the  cata- 
logue was  issued  about  the  first  of  August,  and  sold  at 
twenty  cents  a  copy.  Five  thousand  copies  were  printed. 
The  new  catalogue  is  totally  different  from  the  old  one.  It 
is  alphabetical  rather  than  classified ;  being  an  alphabet- 
ical subject  catalogue,  with  titles  and  authors  in  case  it 
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appeared  that  they  were  likely  to  be  t)ften  wanted  by  the 
public ;  but  with  the  least  popular  books  omitted.  Juve- 
nile books  were  also  omitted,  to  be  included  in  a  separate 
Juvenile  catalogue. 

THE  LIBRARY  AND  THE  SCHOOLS. 

In  response  to  a  request  from  the  principals  of  the  public 
schools  twenty-five  copies  of  each  of  twelve  books  were 
purchased.  Each  set  of  books  was  put  in  a  box,  and  sent 
to  the  schools  for  reading  by  the  pupils  of  the  schools  with 
the  teachers.  Mr.  Curtis,  the  superintendent  of  schools, 
says  that  the  scheme  has  worked  well  and  gives  much  sat- 
isfaction. The  books  selected  by  the  principals,  and  pur- 
■chased,  were  the  following  : 

Burroughs  —  Birds  and  Bees,  etc. 
Cooper  —  The  Spy. 

Dickens  —  Child's  History  of  England. 
Dickens  —  Tale  of  Two  Cities 
Giberne  —  Among  the  Stars. 
Hawthorne  —  Snow  Image,  etc. 
Holland  —  Arthur  Bonnicastle 
Irving  —  Sketch  Book. 

Longfellow  —  Evangeline  and  Courtship  of  Miles  Standish. 
Parkman  —  Montcalm  and  Wolfe. 
Raymond  —  Typical  Tales  from  Shakespeare's  Plays. 
Scott  —  The  Talisman 

The  privilege  of  having  five  volumes  at  a  time  for  school 
use  is  continually  used  by  the  teachers  of  the  public 
schools. 

MINOR  MATTERS. 

Considerable  satisfaction  both  on  the  part  of  the  public 
and  of  the  librarians,  was  caused  by  putting  in  card 
pockets,  or  envelopes,  to  hold  the  borrowers'  cards  when 
the  books  are  out  of  the  library.  Much  annoyance  has 
been  done  away  with  which  formerly  arose  on  account  of 
€arcls  lost  or  misplaced.  These  envelopes  also  hold  charg- 
ing slips  when  the  book  is  in  the  library  ;  and  this  system 
of  charging  by  the  use  of  book  slips  is  a  considerable  gain 
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in  convenience  over  the  former  method  of  charging  by  bor- 
rowers' numbers  on  slips. 

An  improvement  was  also  effected  by  using  circus  check 
board  for  borrowers'  cards,  as  it  is  tough  and  does  not 
break  as  the  old  cards  used  to. 

Improved  blank  books  for  the  accessions  book  and  the 
borrowers'  register,  manufactured  by  Case,  Lock  wood  & 
Brainard  Co.,  have  given  much  satisfaction. 

A  new  method  of  re-binding  some  books,  which  is  not- 
really  re-binding  but  re-covering  books  whose  sewing,  etc., 
is  still  intact,  as  practiced  in  the  Boston  Public  Library, 
bids  fair  to  be  very  economical  and  satisfactory. 

Resj)ectfully  submitted, 

W.  K.  STETSON, 

Librarian. 


LIST   OF  DONORS. 


Ames  Free  Public  Library,  North  Easton,  Mass 
Amherst  College  . 
Apprentices'  Library,  New  York 
Apprentices"  Library,  Philadelphia 
Barnum,  T.  R.  . 
Blackman,  C.        .  .  . 

Boston  Book  Co.  . 
Bowdoin  College  Library 
Bridgeport  Public  Library 
Brooklyn  (N.  Y.)  Library 
Brown  University 
Buffalo  Library 
Butricks,  C.  H.  . 
Cambridge  (Mass.)  Public  Library 
Carnegie  Library,  Allegheny 
Columbus  (Ohio)  Public  Library 
Connecticut  Banner,  The 
Conn.  Board  of  Health 
Connecticut  Home,  The 
Conn.  Secretary  of  State 
Conn.  Society  Sons  of  the  Revolution 
Conn.  State  Library 
Detroit  Public  Library 
Elizabeth  (N.  J.)  Public  Library 
Enoch  Pratt  Library,  Baltimore,  Md. 
Fletcher  Free  Library,  Burlington,  Vt. 
Gloversville  (N.  Y.)  Free  Library 
Gordon,  H.  L. 

Hamilton  (Ont.)  Public  Library 
Hartford  Bank,  Hartford,  Conn. 
Hartford  Library  Association 
Heaton,  E.  (medical  journals)  7  volumes 

Herrick,  Miss  C.  E. 
Home  Market  Club,  Bostf)n 
Hott-hkiss,  8.  M.  . 

Howard  Memorial  Lil)rar3',  N(nv  Orleans 
Indiana  Bureau  of  statistics 
.JevHCty  City  Fmu  Public  Lil)rary 
Journal  of  Zoopliily 
KcIljuM,  A.  H.  . 


and 


bulletin 
catalogue 
report 
report,  catalogue 
6  volumes 
140  volumes 
1  volume 
1  pamphlet 
report 
report 
catalogue 
report 
35  volumes 
report 
catalogue,  report 
report 
publishers 
reports 
publishers 
4  volumes 

1  volume 
2  volumes 

2  reports 
report 
report 
report 
report 

1  volume 
report 
1  volume 
bulletins 
magazines  in  numbers 
1  volume 
Home  Market  Bulletin 
1  report 
2  pamphlets 
report 
report,  bulletin 
publishers 
1  volume 
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Lacey,  E.  L. 

Leland  Stanford,  Jun. ,  University 
Lewis,  J.  G. 

Lewis,  H.  G.,  Estate  of  . 
Loomis'  Musical  and  Masonic  Journal 
Los  Angeles,  Cal. 
Los  Angeles  Public  Library 
Louisana  Planter.  The 
Lowell  (Mass.)  Public  Library 
Maimonides  Library,  New  York  City 
Maiden  (Mass  )  Public  Library  . 
Manchester  (N.  H.)  City  Library 
Massachusetts  Free  Public  Library  Commission 
Mechanical  News 
Minneapolis  Public  Library 
Morse  Institute,  Natick,  Mass. 
Munger,  Rev.  T.  T. 
Newark  Public  Library  . 
Newburyport  Public  Library 
New  Haven  City  Government 
New  Haven  Journal  and  Courier 
New  Haven  Palladium  . 
New  London  Public  Library 
Newton  (Mass.)  Free  Public  Library 
.New  York  Free  Circulating  Library 
Osterhout  Library,  Wilkes  Barre,  Pa. 
Our  Dumb  Animals 
Paradise  of  the  Pacific,  Honolulu,  H.  I 
Paterson  (N.  J.)  Public  Library 
Peabody  Institute,  Baltimore,  Md. 
Peck,  Miss  J.  P.  . 
Peculiar  People,  The 
Philadelphia  Mercantile  Library 
Physicians  and  Surgeons,  Congress  of 
Piatt,  Hon.  O.  H. 
Porter,  Miss 

Poughkeepsie  Board  of  Education 
Pratt  Institute,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y, 
Providence  Public  Library 
Railroad  Men's  Building,  New  York 
St.  Louis  Mercantile  Library 
St.  Louis  Public  Library 
Salem  (Mass.)  Public  Library 
Salisbury,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  E. 
San  Francisco  Public  Library 
Scranton  Public  Library 
Seymour  Record  . 


2  volumes 
4  pamphlets 
1  pamphlet 
22  volumes 
publishers 
municipal  reports 
report,  bulletin 
publishers 
repoft 
report 
report 
report 
report 
publishers 
bulletin,  3  catalogues 
report 
1  pamphlet 
report 
report 
2  volumes 
1  copy  of  paper 
1  copy  of  paper 
catalogue 
report 
report 
bulletin 
publishers 
publishers 
2  reports 
report 
1  volume 
publishers 
catalogue,  report 
2  volumes 

daily  Congressional  Record,  73  volumes 
13  volumes,  magazines  in  numbers 

report 
catalogue 
report 
catalogue 
catalogue,  report 
report 

monthly  bulletin,  report 
1  volume 
report 
report 
publishers 
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Shore  Line  Times  .... 

publishers 

Smithsonian  Institution  .... 

1  volume 

Soiithbridge  (Mass.)  Pubhc  Library 

.   town  reports 

Southworth.  W.  C. 

1  volume 

Springfield  (Mass.)  Library  Association 

monthly  bulletins,  report 

Thomas  Crane  Library,  Quincy,  Mass. 

report 

Tokyo  (Japan)  Library  .... 

report 

Townsend,  J.  M.  . 

1  volume 

U.  S.  Bureau  of  the  American  Repubhcs 

16  volumes 

U.  S.  Bureau  of  Education        .  • 

report 

U.  S.  Civil  Service  Commission 

2  pamphlets,  1  report 

U.  S.  Coast  Survey  .... 

catalogue 

U.  S  Commissioner  of  Labor 

'  3  reports 

U.  S.  Commissioner  of  Education 

2  reports 

U.  S.  Comptroller  of  Currency 

2  reports 

U.  S.  Eleventh  Census  .... 

bulletins 

U.  S.  Interior  Department 

.    142  volumes 

U.  S.  National  Museum  .... 

.    2  bulletins,  1  report 

U.  S.  State  Department  .... 

.  19  pamphlets 

U.  S.  Statistics,  Bureau  of         .          .  . 

1  pamphlet 

U,  S.  Treasury  Department 

8  volumes 

Walker,  Miss  Frances  .... 

12  volumes 

Warren  Co.  (Ill  )  Library  and  Reading  Room  Ass 

n    .          .  bulletin 

Wilder,  Amos  P.  . 

1  pamphlet 

Wilhams,  Miss  Stella  .... 

2  volumes 

Woolwortli,  Mrs.  I.          .          .         .  . 

1  volume 

Worcester  (Mass.)  Free  Public  Library 

report 

Yale  University  ..... 

catalogue,  2  pamphlets 

Unknown  donors  .  ... 

12  volumes 

^ 
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UNivfR,  SEVENTH 


^NNUAL  I^EPORT 


OF  THE 


FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


OF 


New   Haven,  Conn 


1893 


NEW  PIAVEN  : 

TUTTLE,    MOREHOUSE    &    TAYLOR,  PRINTERS: 

1893 


BOAED    OF   DIRECTORS,  1893. 


Hon.  J.  B.  Sargent,  Mayor,  ex-officio. 
C.  S.  Hamilton,  Term  expires  1893. 
R.  C.  LovERiDGE,  Term  expires  1893. 
J.  R.  WiNCHELL,  Term  expires  1893. 
M.  SONNENBERG,  Term  expires  1894. 
A.  K.  Brown,  Term  expires  1894. 
David  Callahan,  Term  expires  1894. 
A.  M.  HiLLER,  Term  expires  1895, 
V.  F.  McNeil,  Term  expires  1895. 
8.  R.  Avis,  Term  expires  1895. 


ORGAlsflZATIOK 

CHAIRMAN. 

Hon.  J.  B.  SARGENT,  Mayor,  ex-officio. 

PRESIDENT. 

A.  Maxcy  Hiller. 

secretary. 
David  Callahan. 

ASSISTANT  SECRETARY. 
M.  SONNENBERG. 

TREASURER. 
J.  R.  WiNCHELL. 

Executive  Committee — Messrs.  Hamilton,  Loveridge,  McNeil. 
Library  and  Book  Committee— Messrs.  Hiller,  Winchell,  Callahan. 
Finance  Committee— Messrs.  Sonnenberg,  Brown,  Avis. 


libkahi'an. 
Willis  K.  Stetson. 


REPORT 

OF  THE 
OF  THE 

FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


To  the  Honor  able  Court  of  Common  Council  of  the  City  of 
New  Haven  : 

Gentlemen  :  The  seventh  amiual  report  of  the  Directors 
of  the  Free  Public  Library  is  respectfully  submitted. 

The  Library  contained  at  the  close  of  the  Library  year, 
Sept.  30,  1893,  23,765  volumes.  3,096  volumes  were  added 
during  the  year,  298  volumes  were  worn  out.  The  number  of 
new  cards  issued  to  borrowers  was  4,715,  whole  number  of 
cards  in  force  8,451,  a  net  increase  of  460. 

The  number  of  volumes  circulated  was  162,367,  an  increase 
of  31,019  volumes.  This  increased  use  of  the  Ijibrary  has  re- 
quired the  employment  of  additional  help. 

The  demands  upon  the  reading-room  by  the  public  have 
caused  the  Board  of  Directors  to  devise  plans  for  other  arrange- 
ments whereby  larger  reading-rooms  and  other  improvements 
may  be  secured. 

The  increased  use  of  the  Library  by  all  classes  of  people 
year  by  year,  which  is  very  evident  to  those  connected  with  it, 
renders  it  highly  desirable  that  tlie  Library  should  be  better 
able  to  meet  the  demands  made  upon  it.  Therefore  the  Board 
of  Directors  feels  impelled,  in  order  to  meet  the  desires  of  the 
public,  to  ask  for  a  larger  appropriation  than  has  been  made  in 
the  past. 


4 


The  reports  of  the  Treasurer  and  of  tlie  Librarian  accom- 
pany this  report  and  will  give  details  and  further  information. 
The  estimated  expenses  for  the  year  ensuing  are  as  follows : 


Books,  . 

Periodicals, 

Binding, 

Rent, 

Lighting, 

Salaries. 

Fuel,  . 

Printing  and  Stationery, 

Catalogue, 

Repairs, 

Miscellaneous, 

Total,  . 


Respectfully  submitted  on  behalf  of  the  Boai 

M.  SONNENBER 

A.  K.  Brown, 
S.  R.  Avis, 


$3,000.00 
750.00 
1,000.00 
1,800.00 
900.00 
5,200.00 
600.00 
300.00 
250.00 
700.00 
500.00 


|15,0C0.00 
d  of  Directors. 


Committee 

on 
Finance. 
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ri]^rAjS^CIAL  STATEMEISTT. 

[Abstract  from  Treasurer's  Report.] 


Receipts. 


City  appropriation, 

Rent  of  old  Library  quarters, 

Fines  on  overdue  books,  . 

Sale  of  Catalogues, 

Miscellaneous, 


Balance,  Nov. 
Balance,  Nov. 


1892, 
1893, 


110,000.00 
666.64 
415.00 
185.00 
60.00 


$1,885.24 
2,280.03 


$11,326.64 


Expenditures. 

Salaries,   $4,635.66 

Rent  of  old  quarters.      .....  1,800.00 

Fuel,  (for  nearly  2  years),         ....  1,024.42 

Binding,    .          .         .         .         .         .         .  967.48 

Lighting  and  ventilation,          ....  886.80 

Periodicals  and  newspapers,     ....  645.15 

Printing  and  stationery,           ....  226.97 

Catalogues,          ......  281.60 

Miscellaneous,      ......  463.77 

 $10,931.85 

Expended  for  repairs,  etc.,  from  Building  Fund,  .  541.38 
(Balance  in  Building  Fund,  $2,349.57). 

Expended  for  books  from  Marett  Fund,  .  .  4,467.59 
(Annual  income  of  Marett  Fund,  $3,130.00), 

Total  expenditures,         .....  $15,940.82 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT. 


To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library  of 
New  Haven: 

Gentlemen  : — I  lierewitli  present  my  seventh  annual  report, 
for  the  year  ending  September  30,  1893. 

NUMBER  OF  VOLUMES. 
The  number  of  new  books  added  was  as  follows  : 


By  purchase,  . 

3,716 

By  exchange,  .... 

3 

By  gift,  .... 

359 

By  magazines  bound, 

119 

Total,  .... 

.  3,096 

Number  withdrawn,  etc. , 

398 

3,798 

Reported  last  year, 

30,967 

Total  in  Library,  Sept.  30, 1893, 

23,765 

Besides  these  are  several  hundred  volumes  of  duplicates  for 
sale  or  exchange,  and  collections  not  belonging  to  the  Library, 
but  available  for  reference,  viz:  the  Palladium  Collection, 
Connecticut  State  Medical  Society's  Library,  and  the  City  col- 
lection of  nmnicipal  reports. 

NUMBER  OF  BORROWERS. 

The  number  of  new  cards  issued  to  borrowers  was  4,716, 
979  more  than  the  number  issued  the  previous  year,  or  25  %. 
Whole  number  of  cards  in  force  8,451. 

NEWSPAPER  AIL). 

The  Journal  and  Courier  and  the  Palladium,  have  [)rinted 
lists  of  books  added  to  the  Library  from  time  to  time  and  there 
is  no  doubt  that  the  public  have  been  benefited  thereby. 
Some  of  the  increase  in  the  circulation  for  the  year  is  probably 
due  to  the  aid  of  these  newspapers. 
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GIFTS. 


The  Library  has  continued  to  receive  gilts,  some  of  much 
value.  Mr.  Edward  Heaton  has  continued  to  send  current 
numbers  of  medical  journals,  which  are  available  for  reference 
bv  physicians  and  others  interested.  Senator  Piatt  has  secured 
for  the  Library  many  volumes  of  public  documents.  A  list  of 
donors  is  appended  to  this  report. 

CIRCULATION. 

The  number  of  volumes  issued  each  month  was  as  follows : 

October.  1892,  ......  11,858 

November,  1892,   13,350 

December,  1892,   13,364 

January,  1893,  ......  14,341 

February,  1893.   14,763 

March,  1893,   16,139 

April,  1893,   14,488 

May,  1893.   12,960 

June.  1893,   11,646 

July,  1893,   12,466 

August,  1893.    ......  13,697 

September,  1893,         .....  14,295 


The  increase  for  the  year  was  31,019  volumes,  over  24  per 
cent.  Previous  years  show  no  such  increase  as  this,  wliicli  is 
indeed  remarkaljle.  Though  the  reasons  for  it  may  not  be 
wholly  ascertained,  the  issue  of  new  catalogues  and  the  pub- 
lication of  lists  of  new  books  in  the  newspapers  may  be  the 
principal  causes.  'No  statistics  are  kept  of  the  number  of 
volumes  used  for  reference  in  the  building.  This  reference 
use  is  increasing,  as  is  to  be  expected  as  the  number  of  refer- 
ence books  increases.  In  some  libraries  the  reference  use  has 
come  to  be  the  most  important  part  of  their  work. 

CHARACTER  OF  THE  CIRCULATION. 

Tlie  following  table  shows  the  use  of  different  classes  of 
books. 


Total, 


162,367 


No.  of  issues. 


Per  cent. 


Philosophy, 
Theology, 


1,059 
1,353 
1,667 
279 


.7 
.8 
1. 
.2 


Sociology,  etc.,  . 
Philology, 
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No.  of  issues. 

Per  cent. 

Natural  science, 

2,978 

1.8 

Useful  arts, 

2,542 

1.6 

Fine  arts. 

2,780 

1.7 

Travel  and  geography, 

5,011 

3.1 

Biography, 

3,924 

2.4 

History,  .... 

5.054 

3.3 

General  literature, 

6,500  I 

6.5 

Magazines  in  numbers. 

4,105  ) 

Poetry  and  Drama, 

2,456 

1.5 

Fiction,  adult,    .          .  . 

90,116 

55.5 

Fiction,  juvenile. 

32,543 

20. 

Tlie  percentage  of  fiction  issnes  is  tliree  less  than  it  was  last 
year.  Other  classes  which  show  considerable  increase  are 
Biography  and  History.  The  other  classes  show  only  a  slight 
increase. 

REFERENCE  WORK. 

The  possibility  that  the  city  will  make  hereafter  larger  ap- 
propriations for  library  purposes,  allows  the  suggestion  that 
more  attention  could  be  paid  to  the  wants  of  those  desiring  to 
use  the  library  for  reference.  In  a  great  many  cases  tlie  help 
of  tlie  librarians  would  greatly  aid  such  persons.  Catalogues 
and  indexes  cannot  supply  the  place  of  one  who  is  acquainted 
with  the  books.  And  in  many  cases  instruction  in  the  use  of 
catalogues  and  indexes  has  to  be  given.  Such  aid  has  always 
been  given  when  called  for ;  but  the  experience  of  other  libra- 
ries shows  that  many  persons  are  timid,  or  think  it  not  proper 
to  interrupt  the  lil)rarians  in  their  work  by  applying  for  assist- 
ance. In  those  libraries  where  especial  provisions  are  made 
for  tlie  aid  and  advice  of  readers,  and  the  ])ub]ic  see  tliat  tlie 
wants  of  those  seeking  sucli  aid  are  considered  as  worthy  of 
attention  as  the  wants  of  those  who  simply  want  books  ex- 
clianged,  the  reference  use  of  tlie  library  is  largely  increased, 
and  is  made  much  more  intelligent  and  elfective.  If  one 
assistant  were  assigned  to  this  work,  it  is  probable  that  his 
whole  time  would  soon  be  recpiired  to  attend  to  inquiries.  An 
iiK^rease  of  the  force  is  required. 

The  following  from  the  report  of  the  Providence  Public 
Library  gives  emphasis  to  the  suggestion:  "The  Information 
Desk  has  during  the  second  year  of  its  existence  done  even 
more  to  justify  its  establishment  than  in  its  first  months.  It  is 
gra(huilly  becoming  tli(;  center  of  the  libi-ary\s  life;  a  favorite 
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resort  for  the  reader  wlio  is  perplexed  in  his  search  for  some 
elusive  material,  and  who  is  sure  of  finding  here  interested  and 
intelligent  assistance;  the  natural  starting  point  of  the  reader 
who  comes  with  the  purpose  of  pursuing  as  thoroughly  as  pos- 
sible some  line  of  investigation ;  the  point  of  attack  for  school- 
children using  the  library  in  topical  studies  collateral  with  their 
school  courses ;  as  well  as  for  mothers  wishing  for  suggestions 
in  regard  to  reading  for  their  children." 

CATALOGUES. 

The  only  catalogue  issued  during  the  past  year  was  the  juve- 
nile catalogue.  This  was  largely  experimental,  being  the  only 
juvenile  catalogue  which  the  Library  has  issued,  the  purposes 
of  such  a  catalogue  having  been  partly  served  by  asterisks  pre- 
fixed to  the  book  numbers  in  the  former  catalogues.  But  it 
seemed  desirable  to  provide  a  list  which  would  not  contain  so 
many  books  of  no  use  to  the  young,  and  one  which  could  at 
the  same  time  be  sold  at  a  lower  price.  The  price  of  the  cata- 
logue for  adults  is  20  cents ;  of  the  juvenile  catalogue  is  10 
cents.  The  process  of  printing  was  also  experimental.  The 
catalogue  was  printed,  from  Linotype  bars,  each  line  being  a 
solid  bar.  The  Linotype  bars  are  available  for  future  editions, 
so  that  one  half  the  expense  will  be  saved  on  a  second  edition 
of  the  same  number  of  copies.  There  seems  to  be  no  doubt 
that  this  process  will  aid  much  in  the  matter  of  printed  cata- 
logues ;  and  it  would  be  well,  probably,  to  adopt  plans  for  get- 
ting ready  for  a  new  catalogue  which  will  be  required  in  three 
or  four  years.  Probably  the  work  of  typesetting  could  go  on 
continuously  at  the  convenience  of  the  Library,  and  thus  no 
very  great  expenditure  of  money  be  required  at  one  time,  and 
the  labor  of  preparation  could  also  be  distributed  over  three  or 
four  years.  The  issue  of  bulletins  or  catalogues  of  portions  of 
the  Library,  lists  of  books  on  particular  topics  would  perliaps 
be  the  method  which  would  secure  the  greatest  benefits.  Im- 
portant temporary  advantages  would  result,  and  at  the  same 
time  most  of  the  work  of  typesetting  would  be  done  once  for 
all.  Nothing  would  remain  except  to  arrange  the  type  bars  for 
the  general  catalogue. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  K.  STETSON. 


LIST    OF  DOl^OES 


TO  THE  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY  OF  NEW  HAVEN,  1892-1893. 


Aguilar  Free  Library  Association.    1  report. 

Amherst  College.    1  catalogue. 

Backus,  J.  B.    1  chart. 

Bangor  (Me.)  Public  Library.    1  report. 

Barnum,  T.  R.    24  pamphlets  ;  2  reports. 

Bassett,  H.  F.    1  volume. 

Bonney,  Mrs.  Charles.    1  volume. 

Boston  Public  Library.    1  report. 

Bradley,  L.  A.    16  vols,  periodicals. 

Bridgeport  Public  Library.    1  report. 

Bristol  (Conn.)  Public  Library.    1  catalogue. 

Brookline  (Mass.)  Public  Library.    1  report. 

Brooklyn  Public  Librar^^    1  bulletin  ;  1  report. 

Browne  &  Sharpe  Mfg.  Co.    1  volume. 

Buffalo  Library,    1  report. 

Butricks,  W.  N.    46  volumes  ;  5  pamphlets. 

Cambridge  (Mass.)  Public  Library.    1  report. 

Carnegie  Free  Library,  Allegheny,  Pa.    1  catalogue  ;  1  report. 

Chapin,  E.  L.    2  volumes. 

Christian  Register,  Publishers.    Christian  Hegister  (weekly). 
Collins,  H.  O.    5  volumes. 
Concord  (Mass.)  Public  Library.    1  report. 
Congregational  Club.    1  pamphlet. 

Conn.  Banner,  Publishers.     Cormecticut  Banner  (weekly). 

Conn.  Board  of  Health.    1  report. 

Conn.  Bureau  of  Statistics  of  Labor.    2  reports. 

Conn.  State  Library.    7  volumes. 

Conn.  Society,  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution.    1  year-book. 

Conn.  Volksblatt,  Publishers.     Connecticut  Vollshlatt  (weekly). 

Dayton  (O.)  Public  Library.    1  report. 

Denver,  (Col.)  Mercantile  Library.    1  catalogue. 

Detroit  Public  Library.     1  report. 

Klizabeth  (N.  J.)  Public  Library.    1  re})ort. 

Enoch  Pratt  Library,  Baltimore.    1  catalogue  ;  1  report. 

Everit,  R.  M.    5  volumes. 

Farrell,  .1.  P.     United  Ireland  {^v^}My). 

Free  liussia,  Publishers.    J^ree  J{tfssi((  (montlily). 

(Th)versville  (N.  Y.)  Free  Library.    1  rei)ort. 

Grand  Rapids  (Mich.)  Public  Library.     1  re])()rt. 

Grant,  G.  B.    1  volume. 

Hartforfl  T/ibrary  Association.     I  catalogue. 
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Harvard  College  Library.    1  catalogue. 
Heaton,  E.    Medical  journals  in  numbers. 
Hiller,  A.  M.    3  volumes. 

Home  Market  Club,  Boston.    Ho)ne  Market  Bulletin. 

Hurd,  J.  G.,  Heirs  of.    2  volumes  ;  3  pamphlets. 

Indiana  Bureau  of  Statistics  of  Labor.    1  report. 

Indianapolis  Public  Library.    1  i-eport. 

Jersey  City  Public  Library.    1  catalogue  ;  bulletins. 

Journal  of  Zoophily,  Publishers  of.    Journal  of  Zoophily. 

Lanesboro'  (Minn.)  Journal,  Publishers  of.    Lanesboro"^  Journal. 

Lawrence  (Mass.)  Public  Library.    1  report  ;  bulletins. 

Leffel  &  Co.,  Publishers.    Mechanical  N'eics. 

Leland  Stanford,  Jr.,  University.    1  register. 

Lines,  Mrs.  George.    8  volumes. 

Loomis'  Sons,  C.  M.    Loomis'  Musical  and  Masonic  Journal. 

Los  Angeles  (Cal.)  Public  Library.    1  report. 

Louisiana  Planter,  Publishers  of.    Loaisiana  Planter. 

Manchester  (X.  H.)  City  Library.    1  report. 

Mass.  Free  Public  Library  Commission.    1  report. 

Mass.  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics.    2  reports. 

Milwaukee  Public  Library.    1  report. 

Minneapolis  Public  Library.    1  report. 

Morse  Institute,  Natick,  Mass.    1  report. 

Xewark  Free  Public  Library.    1  report. 

New  Bedford  (Mass.)  Public  Library.    1  report. 

New  Britain  Institute.    1  catalogue  ;  1  report. 

New  England  Home,  Publishers  of.  Nero  JEngland  Home  (weekly). 

New  London  (Conn.)  Public  Library.  Bulletins. 

New  Haven  City  Government.    3  volumes. 

New  Haven  Journal  and  Courier.,  Publishers  of.    1  copy  of 
paper,  daily. 

New  Haven  Palladium^  Publishers  of.    1  copy  of  paper,  daily. 

New  York  City  Apprentices'  Library.    1  report. 

New  York  Free  Circulating  Library.    4  catalogues  ;  1  report. 

Nicholson  File  Co.,  Providence,  R.  1.    1  volume. 

Osterhout  Library,  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa.  Bulletin. 

Paradise  of  the  Pacific,  Publishers  of,  Honolulu.    Paradise  of 

the  Pacific. 
Peabody  Institute,  Baltimore.    1  report. 
Peculiar  People,  Publishers  of.    Peculiar  People. 
Peoria  (111.)  Public  Library.    1  report. 
Philadelphia  Apprentices'  Library.    1  catalogue. 
Philadelphia,  Mercantile  Library.    1  Report. 
Pierrepont,  Gen.  W.  H.    2  volumes. 
Piatt,  Senator  O.  H.    Daily  Congressional  Record. 
Poole,  R.  B.    1  volume. 

Pope,  Col.  A.  A.,  Boston,  Mass.    1  pamphlet. 

Porter.  Miss.  Maps. 

Providence  Public  Library.    1  report. 
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Robinson,  W.  C.    1  volume  ;  1  newspaper  (weekly). 

St.  Josepli  (Mo.)  Public  Library.    1  report. 

St.  Louis  Mercantile  Library  Association.    1  report. 

St.  Louis  Public  Library.    1  report. 

St.  Paul  (Minn.)  Public  Library.    2  reports. 

Salem  (Mass.)  Public  Library.    4  catalogues  ;  1  report  ;  bulletins. 

Salisbury,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  E.    5  volumes. 

Seymour  Record,  Publishers.    Seymour  Record. 

Shoninger,  B.  &  Co.    Musical  Monthly. 

Southbridge  (Mass.)  Public  Library.    1  report. 

South  worth,  W.  C.    3  volumes. 

Spalding,  W.  A.    31  numbers  of  magazines. 

Springfield  (Mass.)  Library.    1  report ;  bulletin. 

Taunton  (Mass.)  Public  Library.    1  report. 

Techniker,  Der,  Publishers  of.    Der  Tecfmiker. 

\J.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture.    1  volume  ;  1  report. 

Bureau  of  the  American  Republics.    4  volumes. 

Census  Bureau.    3  volumes  ;  bulletins. 

Bureau  of  Education.    6  volumes. 

Labor  Commissioner.    1  report. 

Life-saving  Service.    1  report. 

Interior  Department.    26  volumes. 

Patent  Office.    2  volumes. 

Smithsonian  Listitution.    35  volumes. 

State  Department.    Consular  reports. 

Treasury  Department.  Reports. 
Union  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.    1  volume. 
Universit}^  of  Pennsylvania.    1  catalogue  ;  1  report. 
University  of  the  State  of  New  York.    4  l3ulletins. 
Volta  Association,  Washington,  D.  C.    1  volume. 
Waltham  (Mass.)  Public  Library.    1  report. 
Ward,  C.  J.    1  volume. 
Washington,  State  of.    2  volumes. 

Waterbury,  Conn.,  Silas  Bronson  Library.    2  volumes. 

Wliitmore,  W.  H.    1  volume. 

Whitney,  Eli.    2  j)amphlets. 

Wilcox,  Marrion.    3  volumes. 

Williams,  Miss  Stella.    3  catalogues. 

Worcester  Free  Public  Library.    1  report. 

Wright,  Mrs.    1  volume. 

Yale  University.     1  catalogue  ;  1  volume. 

Unknown  donors,  28  volumes. 


EIGHTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

DIRECTORS 

OF  THE 

REE  Public  Library 

OF 

New  Haven,  Conn. 
1894. 


NEW  HAVEN: 

O.  A.  DORMAN,  PRINTER  AND  LITHOGRAPHER. 
1895. 


DIRECTORS  OF  THE  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

1894. 


Hon.  JOSEPH  B.  SARGENT,  Mayor,  ex-officio. 
Michael  Sonnenberg. 

Term  expired  December  31,  1894. 

^Ais^sojs^  K.  Bkowx 

Term  expired  December  31,  1894. 

David  Callahan. 

Term  expired  December  31,  1894. 

A.  Maxcy  Hiller. 

Term  expires  December  31,  1895. 

YiRGiL  F.  McNeil. 

Term  expires  December  31,  1895. 

Samuel  R.  Avis 

Term  expires  December  31,  1895. 

J.  Rice  Winchell. 

Term  expires  December  31,  1896. 

fJoHN  F.  Shanley. 

Term  exjDired  December  31,  1894. 

fCLARENCE  VV.  Clark. 

Term  expired  December  31,  1894. 


ORGANIZATIOiN. 

CHAIRMAN. 

Hon.  JOSEPH  B.  SARGENT,  Mayor,  ex-officio. 

PRESIDENT. 

A.  Maxcy  Hiller. 

SECRETARY.  ASSISTANT  SECRETARY. 

ViRGiL^F.  McNeil.         Michael  Sonnenberg. 

TREASURER. 

J.  Rice  Winchell. 

LIBRARIAN. 

Willis  K.  Stetson. 

*J)eceased.   +  Appointed  from  Court  of  Common  Council  for  one  year. 


REPORT 

OP  THE 

DIRECTORS 

OP  THE 

Free  Public  Library. 


To  the  Honorable  Court  of  Common  Council  of  the  City  of 
New  Haven : 

Geotleme:^'  : — The  eighth  annual  report  of  the  Direc- 
tors of  the  Free  Public  Library  is  respectfully  submitted. 

The  library  contained,  at  the  close  of  the  library  year 
ending  September  30th,  1894,  27,749  volumes.  Four 
thousand  two  hundred  volumes  were  added  during  the 
year;  216  volumes  were  worn  out  and  withdrawn.  The 
number  of  new  cards  issued  to  borrowers  was  5,546  ;  that 
is  531  more  than  the  previous  year.  The  number  of  per- 
sons holding  library  cards  was  10,061,  a  gain  of  1,610  during 
the  year. 

The  number  of  volumes  circulated  was  203,242,  an  in- 
crease for  the  year  of  40,875  volumes. 

The  Board  of  Directors  has  carried  out  the  rearrange- 
ment of  the  rooms  of  the  library,  and  has  made  much- 
needed  improvements.  The  result  gives  great  satisfaction, 
the  library  being  much  more  convenient,  and  giving  largely 
increased  accommodations  for  the  public  reading  rooms. 
The  expense  of  these  improvements  and  furniture  has  en- 
tirely exhausted  the  building  fund,  out  of  which  cost  of 
repairs  and  furniture  has  been  paid  since  the  building  has 
been  occupied  by  the  library.    There  will  consequently  be 
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an  additional  demand  on  the  ordinary  appropriation  here- 
after for  the  purpose  of  repairs. 

The  receipts  from  the  Marett  fund  for  the  future  will  be 
less  than  heretofore,  as  the  surplus  which  accumulated  dur- 
ing the  period  of  litigation  has  now  been  expended.  From 
this  source  can  be  obtained  next  year  only  the  regular  in- 
come ;  consequently  the  purchase  of  books  will  be  curtailed 
unless  the  City  makes  larger  appropriations  for  the  library  ; 
especially  since  the  large  increase  in  the  use  of  the  library 
renders  the  running  expenses  larger.  The  reports  of  the 
Treasurer  and  the  Librarian  are  submitted  with  this  report, 
and  give  details. 

The  estimated  expenses  for  the  year  ensuing  are  as  fol- 
lows : 


Books    .......  $2,500 

Periodicals       .          .                   .          .         .  1,000 

Binding           ......  1,000 

Rent  of  old  quarters    .....  1,800 

Lighting   900 

Salaries           ......  5,500 

Fuel   600 

Printing  and  stationery         ....  300 

Catalogues       ......  250 

Insurance        .         .          .          .          .          .    .  750 

Miscellaneous  ......  400 


Total,  $15,000 


The  board  reports  with  sorrow  the  death  of  their  asso- 
ciate, Mr.  Anson  K.  Brown,  who  was  serving  the  third 
year  of  his  term  as  director.  Mr.  Brown  showed  great  in- 
terest in  the  library,  attending  the  meetings  of  the  board 
regularly,  and  visiting  the  library  at  other  times  frequently. 
His  genial  presence  and  helpful  counsel  have  been  greatly 
missed  since  his  lamented  sudden  death.  The  board 
adopted  the  following  resolutions  at  the  time  of  his  death : 

Resolved,  That  by  the  death  of  Anson  K  Brown  the  Board  of  Direc- 
tors of  the  Free  Public  Library  are  conscious  of  having  lost  a  member 
whose  faitliful,  conscientious  and  intelligent  discharge  of  his  duties  as 
director  had  won  for  him  the  sincere  regard  of  all  connected  with  the 
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board  :  and  whose  personal  worth,  courteous  demeanor,  and  blameless 
character  was  obvious  to  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact. 

Resolved,  That  the  profound  sympathy  of  this  board  is  tendered  to  the 
family  of  the  deceased  in  this  hour  of  affliction,  with  the  assurance  that 
every  member  associated  with  him  in  the  work  of  this  commission  feels  not 
only  that  the  public  has  lost  a  faithful  official,  but  that  we  are  individually 
pained  at  being  deprived  of  the  pleasant  association  of  a  personal  friend. 

Resolved,  That  these  resolutions  be  spread  upon  the  records  of  the 
board,  and  that  a  copy  of  the  same,  to  be  signed  by  the  mayor,  the  presi- 
dent of  the  board  and  the  secretary,  be  transmitted  to  the  family  of  the  de- 
ceased. 

Respectfully  submitted,  on  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Di- 
rectors. 

A.  MAXCY  HILLER, 

President. 

VIRGIL  F.  McNEIL, 
Secretary, 


Treasurer's  Report. 


To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library : 

Geisttlemen  :— I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  New  Haven 
Free  Public  Library  for  the  year  ending  November  1, 1894: 


RECEIPTS. 

1893. 

Nov.  1.    Balance  as  per  account  rendered  .          .  $3,280.03 
1894. 

From  the  City  of  New  Haven  .  .  .  11 , 500 . 00 
From  rent  of  old  library  rooms  .  .  .  800 . 00 
From  fines  on  over-due  books  .  .  .  451.00 
From  sales  of  catalogues  ....  175.00 
From  sales  of  old  periodicals  .  .  .  75.00 
From  rent  of  ground  for  telephone  pole  to  Decem- 
ber 31,  1894    15.00 

From  sale  of  old  books         .          .         .          .  12.64 

  $15,308.67 


EXPENDITURES. 


1894. 

For  salaries                        .  .  .  .  $5,143.44 

For  rent  of  old  library  quarters  .  .  1,800.00 

For  coal  and  wood      .  .  .  666.12 

For  re- binding  books  .         .  .  .  .  1,348.22 

For  electric  lighting  and  power  .  .  646 . 23 

For  periodicals           .          .  .  .  .  639.60 

For  printing     .          .          .  .  .  .  502.18 

For  plumbing  .          .          .  .  .  .  581.82 

For  books        .                   .  .  .  .  494.38 

For  composition  and  types    ....  119.98 

For  carpets,  laying  and  cleaning  .  .  .  178.76 

For  furniture  .          .          .  .  .  .  103.45 

For  library  supplies    .  .  .  .  132.69 

For  architect's  plans  and  services  .  .  .  157.66 
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For  repairs,  miscellaneous    ....  $96.56 

For  traveling  expenses         .          ,  .  42 . 00 

For  removing  ashes  and  rubbish      .  .  .  43.50 

For  Rudolph  index  book      .         .  .  36.00 

For  janitor's  supplies,  miscellaneous  .  .  58.79 

For  local  newspaper  subscriptions    .  .  .  60 . 75 

For  stationery  .          .          .         .  .  .  28.65 

For  sprinkling  streets  .                   .  .  .  25 . 50 

For'^gas           .          .         .          .  ,  .  23.55 

For  ice  .         .         .          .          .  .  .  18.75 

For  advertising          .          .          .  .  .  12.30 

For  cartage     .  ...  .  5.00 

For  coal  inspection     .          .          .  .  .  2 . 50 

For  linotypes    .         .         .          .  .  .  12.07 


*  Balance 


EXPENDITURES  IN  DETAIL. 

SALARIES. 


Paid  W.  K.  Stetson,  librarian  .  .  .  $1,612.50 

Paid  Thos.  H.  Smith,  cataloguer  .  .  .  752.51 

Paid  Miss  C.  E.  Herrick,  assistant  .  .  .  525.00 

Paid  Mrs.  E.  H.  Truesdell,  assistant  .  .  473.. ^^4 

Paid  Fred  E.  Williams,  assistant  .  .  .  350.68 

Paid  W.  J.  Bohan,  janitor    .  .  .  .  350.00 

Paid  Miss  Julia  Downes,  assistant  .  .  .  318.32 

Paid  Bernard  McCoe,  janitor  .  .  .  250.00 

Paid  Miss  J.  P.  Peck,  assistant  .  .  .  187.50 

Paid  Wilfred T.  Nott,  assistant  .  .  .  74.13 

Paid  F.  C.  Kolb,  assistant     .  .  .  .  160.20 

Paid  Lester  Baldwin,  assistant  .  .  .  71.49 

Paid  J  I.  Burt,  Jr.,  assistant  .  .  .  5.55 

Paid  Francis  Healey,  assistant  .  .  .  2.22 

Paid  F.  A.  Mulvey,  assistant  .  .  .  10.00 


MISCELLANEOUS  ITEMS. 

Paid  Arnold  Co  ,  The,  for  plumbing  .  $1.31 
Paid  Bassett  Co.,  The  John  E.,  for  rubber  hose  .  12.00 
Paid  Bradley,  F.  A.,  for  binders  .  .  .  27.90 
Pai-d  Bradley,  F.  A.,  for  changing  binders  and  binding  8.35 
Paid  Blakeslee  &  Son,  for  sprinkling  street  .  25.50 
Paid  Bradley,  Dann  &  Carrington  Co.,  for  jani- 
tor's 8Ui)plies     .         .                   .         .  1 6 . 84 


$12,979.45 
2,329.22 

$15,308.67 


$5,143.44 


♦  Subject  to  current  expenses  for  November  and  December,  1894. 
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Paid  Beau,  G.  E.,  for  brushes  for  jauitor    .          .  $25.75 
Paid  Balch  Bros. ,  for  books  .                   .          .  12.50 
Paid  Bigelow  Co.,  H.  H.,  for  card  pockets           .  10.00 
Paid  Bowditch  &  Prudden  Co. ,  for  tables    .         .  30 . 50 
Paid  Brooks,  Robert,  for  binding     .          .  92.45 
Paid  Crawford,  Wm.  L.,  for  binding         .  539.95 
Paid  Chatfield  Paper  Co. ,  for  paper           .         .  17.05 
Paid  Carbone,  M.,  for  binding         .          .          .  86.00 
Paid  Carroll,  Michael,  for  repairs  to  steam  boiler  25.87 
Paid  Case,  Lockwood  &  Brainerd  Co.,  for  acces- 
sions book         .         .         .         .          .  11.25 

Paid  Chamberlin  Furniture  &  Mantel  Co.,  for 

furniture           .          .          .          .          ,  37.45 

Paid  Clerkin  &  McDonald,  for  plumbing    .         .  581.83 

Paid  Commissioner  of  Patents,  for  books  .          .  31.20 
Paid  Denison  Electric  Co  ,  for  repairs  to  electrical 

machinery        .          .          ,          ,          .  9.85 

Paid  Dorman,  O.  A  ,  for  check  books         ,          .  18.85 
Paid  Electric  Light  Co.,  N.  H.,  for  electric  light 

and  power        .         .         .         .          .  646.23 

Paid  Excelsior  Sign  Depot,  for  sign           .          .  2 . 00 
Paid  Evening  Leader,  subscription,  one  year  to 

April  9,  1895     .          .          .          .          .  5.00 

Paid  Gilbert,  W.  F.,  for  coal          .         .         .  270.00 

Paid  Gilbert,  W.  F..  for  wood         .         .         .  29.00 

Paid  Giles  &  Clancey,  for  two  iron  stands            .  3.50 

Paid  Hale,  W.  H.,  for  typewriter  desk      .         .  30.00 

Paid  Hale,  W.  H.,  for  typewriter  supplies           .  2.40 

Paid  Hyde.  A.  A.,  for  binding        .        '.          .  71.25 

Paid  Hygeia  Ice  Co.,  for  ice           .         .         .  9.50 

Paid  India  Alkali  Works,  for  "  Savogran  "  3.90 
Paid  Journal   and    Courier,    subscription,  nine 

months  to  January  1,  1894     .          .          .  3.75 
Paid  Judd,  The  E.  P.  Co.,  for  books          .         .  386.08 
Paid  Judd,  The  E.  P.  Co.,  for  stationery    .         .  3.35 
Paid  Konold  &  Son,  for  coal           .         .          .  367.12 
Paid  Lall,  Leopold,  for  binding  books        .         .  71.95 
Paid  Lowdermilk,  W.  H.,  for  subscription  to  peri- 
odical    ......  5.00 

Paid  Library  Bureau,  for  book  supports     .          .  12.18 

Paid  Library  Bureau,  for  catalogue  cards  .          .  15.96 

Paid  library  Bureau,  for  pamphlet  cases  .          .  7.20 

Paid  Lamb,  Jas.  H.,  manager,  for  books    .          .  14.00 

Paid  Moran,  M.  A.,  for  janitor's  supplies    .         .  16.20 

Paid  Moffatt,  G.  J.,  for  stationery    .         .         .  8.25 

Paid  Morning  News,  for  composition  and  types    .  119.98 

Paid  Morning  News,  for  two  copies  subscription,  1894,  10 . 00 
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Paid  Morning  News,  for  publishing  resolutions  on 

the  death  of  A.  K.  Brown 
Paid  McLinn,  C,  for  900  shelf  pins 
Paid  Mutual  Printing  Co.,  for  linotypes 
Paid  New  Haven  Boiler  Works,  for  repaiis  to 

boiler  ...... 

Paid  New  Haven  Ice  Co. ,  for  ice  . 

Paid  New  Haven  Gas  Light  Co. ,  for  gas  . 

Paid  New  Haven  Window  Shade  Co. ,  for  carpet 

and  laying  ..... 
Paid  Newman  Bros. ,  for  binding  books 
Paid  Nichols,  The  C.  A.  Co.,  for  books 
Paid  Peck,  Henry  H.,  for  binding  books,  . 
Paid  Piatt  &  Thompson,  for  glass  setting  . 
Paid  Pease,  T.  H.  &  Son,  for  periodicals  . 
Paid  Palladium  Co. ,  for  advertising- 
Paid  Palladium  Co.,  for  subscription,  two  copies, 

eighteen  months,  to  July,  1894 
Paid  Perry,  H.  B.,  for  cork  carpet  . 
Paid  Perry,  H.  B.,  for  cleaning  and  laying  carpets 
Paid  Rudolph  Index  Co.,  for  index  book 
Paid  Rudolph  Index  Co. ,  for  bristol  board 
Paid  Register  Co.,  subscription,  three  copies,  to 

July  1,  1894   

Paid  Rockwell,  George,  for  alterations  in  library 

interior  ...... 

Paid  Rockwell,  George,  for  labor  and  materials, 

jobbing  .  .  ... 

Paid  Robinson,  L.  W.,  for  plans  and  services  as 

architect  .  •         .         .  . 

Paid  Smedley  Bros.  &  Co. ,  for  cartage 
Paid  Saxton,  John,  for  books 
Paid  Shields,  David  H.,  for  inspecting  coal 
Paid  Smith,  H  M.  &  Co.,  for  hard  oil  finish 
Paid  Stechert,  Gustav  E.,  for  books 
Paid  Stetson,  W.  K.,  for  traveling  expenses 
Paid  Tuttle,  Morehouse  &  Taylor,  for  printing 
Paid  Trow  Directory  Co. ,  for  binding  books 
Paid  Webb,  Chas.  H. ,  attorney,  for  rent  of  old 

library  rooms.  1  year  .... 
Paid  Young,  Ben.,  for  removing  ashes  and  rubbish 


$5.70 
5.85 
12.07 

15.95 
9.25 
23.55 

21.65 
66.87 
5.00 
355.85 
10.75 
634.60 
6.60 

18.00 
144.10 
13.01 
36.00 
1.20 

24.00 

18.87 

10.46 

157.66 
5.00 
32.84 
2.50 
3.50 
12.76 
42.00 
502.18 
59.55 

1,800.00 
42.50 


Total  miscellaneous  ex]ienses 
Total  salaries 


7,836.01 
5,143.44 


Aggregate  expenditures 


$12,979.45 
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THE  MARETT  FUND. 


RECEIPTS. 

From  E.  G.  Stoddard,  trustee         .  .  $4,703.57 

 $4,703.57 

EXPENDITURES. 

Paid  The  Boston  Book  Co. ,  for  books         .  .  1 , 530 . 77 

Paid  The  Edw.  F.  Judd  Co.,  for  books      .  .  1,427.11 

Paid  Gustav  E.  Stechert,  for  books            .  .  793.91 

Paid  The  Treat  &  Shepard  Co.,  for  books    .  .  201 .84 

Paid  Joseph  McDonougli,  for  books           .  .  107.51 

Paid  Hemy  H.  Peck,  for  books        .          .  .  96.70 

Paid  Leggatt  Bros. ,  for  books          .          .  .  100.16 

Paid  The  D  Van  Nostrand  Co. ,  for  books  .  .  94.97 

Paid  David  G.  Francis,  for  books     .          .  .  62.60 

Paid  Jas.  H  Lamb,  manager,  for  books     .  .  43.50 

Paid  Geo.  H.  Polley  &  Co.,  for  books        .  .  54.00 

Paid  H.  Gregory,  for  books    .          .          .  .  25.20 

Paid  T.  D.  Leach,  agent,  for  books  .          .  .  20.00 

Paid  Frank  F.  Starr, for  books        .          .  .  19.80 

Paid  Fords,  Howard  &  Hurlbert,  for  books  .  18.00 

Paid  D.  Appleton&  Co.,  for  books  .          .  .  16.00 

Paid  D.  H.  Hurd&  Co.,  for  books    .         .  .  15.00 

Paid  Houghton,  Mifflin  &  Co.,  for  books    .  .  15.00 

Paid  Henry  F.  Thomas,  for  books    .          .  .  15.00 

Paid  Antonello  R  Andrews,  for  books       .  .  11.50 

Paid  The  C  A.  Nichols  Co.,  for  books       .  .  10.00 

Paid  The  Henry  Bill  Publishing  Co. ,  for  books  .  7 . 50 

Paid  H.  C.  Bowers,  for  books         .          .  .  5.00 

Paid  P.  M.  Haverty.  for  books         .          .  .  4.65 

Paid  Price,  Lee  &  Co  ,  for  book      .         .  .  3.00 

Paid  W.  T.  Willey,  for  book           .          .  .  2.50 

Paid  W.  H.  Kingsbury,  for  books    .          .  .  2.35 

 $4,703.57 


PRINCIPAL  OF  THE  MARETT  FUND. 
Principal  invested  as  per  report  of  Nov.  1,  1891, 

The  interest  upon  this  fund  is  applicable,  by  the  terms  of 
solely  to  the  purchase  of  books  for  the  Free  Public  Library. 

TOTAL  RECEIPTS  FROM  THE  MARETT  FUND. 
During  the  year  1891  .....  $1,591.81 
During  the  year  1892  .  ....  6,312.71 

During  the  year  1893  .  ....  4,467.59 

During  the  year  1894  .  ....  4,703.57 

  $17,075.68 


$61,000.00 
the  legacy, 
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BOOKS  PURCHASED  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

By  the  Mare tt  fund  .....  $4,703.57 
By  the  general  fund    .  .         .  .         ,  494.38 

Total  purchases  .  .  .  $5,197.95 


BUILDING  FUND  ACCOUNT. 


RESOURCES. 

1893. 

Nov.  1.    Balance  on  hand  as  per  account  rendered  82,349.57 


$2,349.57 


EXPENDITURES. 

1893. 

Nov.  29.    Paid  The  Arnold  Co.,  for  lamps  .  .  $26.15 

1894. 

Feb.  28.    Paid  the  Chaniberlin  Furniture  &  M. 

Co.,  for  case  for  files    .  .  .         .  27.70 

Feb.  28.    Paid  New  Haven  Electric  Co.,  for  lights 

put  in     .  .  .  .         .  .  17.72 

Feb.  28.    Paid  William  E.  Barnes,  for  bookcases  115.88 

Apr.  25.    Paid  George  Rockwell,  on  account  of  al- 
terations of  interior  of  library  .  .  1,000.00 

Apr.  25.    Paid  Curtiss  &  Pierpont,  for  repairs  of 

cornice  tube  .  .  .  .  3.65 

Aug    1.    Paid  George  Rockwell,  on  account  of 

alterations        .....  1.113.47 

 $2,349.57 

(Closing  up  the  Building  Fund  account.) 


COST  OF  INTERIOR  ALTERATIONS. 

During  the  current  year  important  alterations  have  been 
made  in  the  interior  of  the  library,  greatly  improving  its 
conveniences,  not  only  for  the  public,  but  for  the  employ- 
ees of  the  library.  The  cost  of  the  alterations  has  been  as 
follows : 

Paid  George  Rockwell,  for  carpenter  work,  paint- 
ing, etc.  .....  $2,132.34 

Paid  Clerkin  &  McDonald,  for  plumbing    .  .  581.82 

Paid  L.  W  Robinson,  architect  .  157.66 

Pnid  H.  li.  Perry,  for  cork  c;iri)et     .  .  .  141.10 
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Paid  D.  C.  Beardsley,  for  periodical  desk  .  .  $45.00 
Paid  Chamberlin  Furniture  Co. ,  for  furniture  37.45 
Paid  Window  Shade  Co.,  for  carpets  and  laying  .  21.65 
Paid  Piatt  &  Thompson,  for  glass  and  setting  .  10.75 
Paid  for  miscellaneous  items           .          .          .  8.31 


  $3,139.08 

Note. — A  bill  for  alterations  of,  and  additions  to,  the  system  of  elec- 
tric lighting  in  the  library,  exceeding  $200,  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive 
Committee  waiting  adjustment.  When  paid  it  will  be  properly  chargeable 
to  the  expense  of  interior  alterations. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  RICE  WINCHELL, 

Treasurer, 

New  Haten,  Oct.  30,  1894. 


LIBRARIAN'S  Report. 


1o  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library  of 
New  Haven  : 

GrENTLEMEN" : — I  submit  herewith  the  report  of  the  Li- 
brarian for  the  library  year  ending  September  30,  1894. 

NUMBER  OF  VOLUMES. 

The  number  of  books  added  was  as  follows  : 

By  purchase         ....  3,788 

By  exchange        ....  32 

By  gift      .....  263 

By  magazines  bound       .          .          .  117 

Total  .         .  .  .4,200 

Number  withdrawn,  etc.,  .  .  216 

  3,984 

Reported  last  year           .          .         .  23,765 

Total  in  library  Sept.  30, 1894      .          .  27,749 

There  are  besides  several  hundred  volumes  of  duplicates 
for  sale  or  exchange,  and  collections  not  belonging  to  the 
library,  deposited  for  purposes  of  reference.  A  list  of  don- 
ors is  given  at  the  end  of  this  report. 

SPECIAL  PURCHASES. 

Quite  a  number  of  sets  of  periodicals  were  purchased, 
which  have  a  permanent  value  for  reference.  Among  them 
were  included  Catholic  World,  Lippincott's  Magazine, 
North  American  Review,  Dublin  University  Magazine, 
Revue  des  Deux  Mondes  (1856-1888),  Universal  Review, 
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American  Monthly  Review,  Hardwicke's  Science  Gossip, 
American  Quarterly  Review,  American  Review,  Nile's 
Register,  Popular  Science  Review,  Anclover  Review,  Jour- 
nal of  Franklin  Institute,  Illustrated  London  News,  Jour- 
nal of  the  Society  of  Arts,  Atheneum  (London).  The  con- 
tents of  almost  all  these  are  included  in  Poole's  and 
Fletcher's  indexes,  and  therefore  are  sure  to  be  useful  all 
the  time.  There  are  daily  calls  for  periodicals  which  the 
library  does  not  possess.  Another  important  purchase  was 
that  of  the  specifications  and  drawings  of  the  United  States 
Patent  office,  so  far  as  they  could  be  obtained  from  the  de- 
partment, at  an  expense  of  $400.  Two  hundred  dollars 
was  expended  for  music,  including  some  of  the  principal 
oratorios,  masses,  song  composers,  and  piano  solo  and  duet. 
Over  130  volumes,  mostly  bound  in  half  morocco,  were 
added.  Quite  a  large  number  of  duplicate  works  of  fiction 
were  added. ^  When  it  is  remembered  that  each  work  of 
fiction  was  issued  on  average  about  thirty  times,  it  is  seen 
that  of  the  most  popular  works  many  copies  are  required. 
This  demand  is  not  at  all  completely  met  even  now.  For 
new  novels  it  probably  never  will  be  met  unless  some  one 
makes  a  specific  gift  to  the  library  for  that  purpose.  So 
long  as  the  funds  of  the  library  are  as  limited  as  they  are 
now  it  seems  unwise  to  spend  much  more  on  fiction  than  is 
spent  now,  which  amounts  to  perhaps  twenty-five  per  cent 
of  the  total  book  expenditure,  besides  a  large  amount  for 
re-binding. 

NEWSPAPER  AID. 

The  library  has  again  been  fortunate  in  having  the  titles 
of  new^  books  printed  from  time  to  time  by  the  Journal 
and  Courier. 

NUMBER  OF  BORROWERS. 

The  number  of  new  cards  issued  was  5,546,  531  more 
(about  10  per  cent)  than  last  year.  Beginning  September, 
1894,  extra  cards  were  also  issued  allowing  the  holders  of 
the  regular  cards  to  draw  an  additional  book,  provided 
that  it  should  not  be  a  book  of  fiction  or  a  current  number 
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of  a  magazine.  A  small  number  have  been  applied  for  and 
issued.  It  is  expected  that  this  will  lead  to  a  larger  use  of 
no u -fiction,  and  be  a  help  to  more  serious  readers,  who  can 
profitably  use  two  books  at  a  time  on  many  subjects.  The 
total  number  of  borrowers,  September  30,  1894,  was  10,061, 
about  one  in  nine  or  ten  of  the  population  of  the  City.  If 
provisions  could  be  made  for  delivery  stations  or  branch 
libraries  on  the  outskirts  of  the  City,  probably  very  many 
who  find  the  distance  of  the  library  a  serious  hindrance  to 
using  it  w^ould  be  enabled  to  draw  books.  If  the  library 
were  regarded  simply  as  a  means  of  recreation,  it  would  be 
of  little  moment  whether  those  at  a  distance  could  use  it 
easily.  But  the  library  is  getting  to  be  quite  a  factor  in 
school  work,  and  its  use  by  distant  schools  would  probably 
be  greatly  increased  if  special  facilities  for  delivery  of 
books  could  be  offered. 


CIROULATIOJS^. 

The  number  of  volumes  issued  each  month  was  as  fol- 
lows : 


October.  1893 

November 

December 

January,  1894 

February 

March  . 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August  . 
September 

Total 


15,270 
16,176 
16,220 
19,497 
19,195 
21,756 
18,309 
16,008 
15,055 
14,950 
15,424 
15,382 


203,242 

The  increase  for  the  year  was  40,875  ;  about  twenty-five 
per  cent.  In  two  years  the  increase  has  been  71,894  ;  over 
fifty  per  cent.  Last  year  the  increase  in  the  number  of 
borrowers  was  about  the  same  as  the  increase  in  circula- 
tion ;  this  year  the  increase  in  the  number  of  borrowers 
was  ten  per  cent,  while  the  increase  in  the  circulation  was 
twenty-five  percent.    This  seems  to  show  that  those  using 
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the  library  have  read  more  books  on  the  average.  This 
corresponds  to  the  general  opinion  that  more  people  were 
out  of  work  and  had  more  time  for  reading. 

CHAKACTEE  OF  THE  CIRCULATION. 

The  proportion  of  fiction  used  was  less  than  last  year. 
There  has  been  a  decrease  almost  every  year,  amounting 
altogether  to  twelve  per  cent  in  seven  years.  The  follow- 
ing table  shows  the  number  of  books  of  the  various  classes 
taken  out  during  the  year,  and  the  percentages  : 


Philosophy 

1,104 

.5 

Religion  and  mythology 

1,960 

.9 

Sociology 

2,095 

1.0 

Language 

320 

.2 

Natural  science 

4,265 

2.1 

Useful  arts 

3.531 

1.7 

Fine  arts  and  amusements 

4,126 

2.0 

Geography  and  travel 

6,798 

3.3 

Biography 

5,675 

2.8 

History  .... 

6,861 

3.4 

Literature  and  miscellany 

8,930  ) 

7.0 

Current  magazines 

5,187  i" 

Poetry  and  drama 

2,892 

1.4 

Adult  fiction 

106,845 

52.8 

Juvenile  fiction 

42,653 

21.0 

REMOVAL  OF  THE  AGE  LIMIT. 

Following  the  example  of  other  libraries,  the  provision 
that  children  must  be  over  twelve  years  old  in  order  to 
take  out  library  cards  was  repealed.  This  fact  is  not 
generally  known,  and  consequently  few  younger  than 
twelve  years  have  taken  out  cards  as  a  result  of  the  meas- 
ure. 

IMPROVEMENTS  IN  THE  BUILDING. 

The  extensive  changes  which  the  Board  of  Directors 
have  made  in  the  arrangement  of  the  library,  and  other  im- 
provements in  the  building,  have  proved  greatly  benelicial. 
The  periodical  and  reference  room  has  twenty-five  per  cent 
greater  capacity  than  before,  and  is  much  better  lighted 
and  is  much  more  quiet  and  otherwise  more  x^leasant  than 


FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRAEY. 


21 


before.  The  newspaper  reading  room  has  a  third  greater 
capacity  for  readers.  The  new  arrangement,  according  to 
which  the  readers  stand  while  reading,  has  proved  success- 
ful in  reducing  considerably  the  use  of  the  room  by  the 
loafers.  The  winter  months,  however,  will  give  the  hard- 
est test.  The  new  arrangement  of  the  bookcases  is  much 
more  convenient  than  before.  The  book  capacity  of  the 
first  floor  is  also  considerably  increased.  The  working 
space  for  the  cataloguing  department  is  a  vast  improve- 
ment. 

THE  I^^FORMATION  DESK. 

Lately  the  attention  of  the  public  was  called  more  forci- 
bly to  the  function  of  the  library  in  the  matter  of  giving 
personal  assistance  to  readers  desiring  it  by  the  establish- 
ment of  an  information  desk.  This  seems  to  meet  a  want, 
because  such  assistance  is  needed  in  many  cases  where  it 
would  not  be  asked  for,  for  one  reason  or  another. 

SCHOOL  WORK. 

As  I  have  said  above,  there  is  considerable  use  of  the 
library  by  the  teachers  and  pupils  of  the  public  schools. 
This  use  ought  to  be  greatly  extended.  Fortunately  the 
library  is  all  the  time  gradually  becoming  better  able  to 
meet  the  wants  of  the  schools.  But  the  experience  of  other 
cities  teaches  that  a  more  vital  connection  should  exist, 
and  a  more  systematic  plan  be  adopted  for  this  end. 

NEEDS  OF  THE  LIBRARY. 

The  library  needs  greater  resources  for  all  departments 
of  its  work.  Among  the  larger  cities  of  New  England 
there  is  none  so  deficient  in  library  privileges  for  the  public 
as  New  Haven.  It  was  the  last  to  have  a  public  library, 
and  its  expenditures  have  been  small  as  compared  with  the 
total  expenditures  of  the  City,  and  as  compared  with  the 
amounts  expended  in  other  cities.  The  public  libraries  of 
Bridgeport  and  Hartford  each  expend  over  twenty-five  per 
cent  more  in  proportion  to  population  ;  Worcester  expends 
sixty  per  cent  more  ;  while  Springfield  expends  one  hundred 
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and  fifty  per  cent  more.  All  the  comparisons  which  I  have 
been  enabled  to  make  show  that  this  library  gets  far  less 
than  its  share  of  the  public  money.  I  think  that  in  the 
matter  of  schools,  fire  department,  police  and  public  works 
the  expenditures  in  New  Haven  are  fully  equal  to  the  aver- 
age of  the  cities  above  named.  But  in  the  matter  of  the 
public  library  the  expenditure  is  from  twenty-five  per  cent 
to  one  hundred  and  fifty  per  cent  less.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  needs  are,  so  far  as  I  know,  as  great  as  in  any  city. 
There  is  not  any  one  of  these  libraries  which  has  as  small  a 
number  of  volumes  to  meet  demands,  or  as  large  a  number 
of  school  children  and  teachers,  mechanics  and  others  to 
whom  the  public  library  Ib  of  daily  use.  Here  the  circula- 
tion has  increased  fifty  per  cent  in  two  years,  and  the  other 
demands  upon  the  library  for  reference  books,  periodicals, 
etc.,  are  all  the  time  increasing.  To  bring  the  library  up 
to  date  considerably  larger  appropriations  or  gifts  are  nec- 
essary. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  K.  STETSON, 

Librarian. 


List  of  Donors. 

1893-94. 


Acton  Library,  Old  Saybrook,  Conn 
Aguilar  Library,  New  York  City 
Apprentices'  Library,  Philadelphia 
Argentine  Commissioner  to  the  World's  fair 
Boltwood.  L.  M.  . 
Bonney.  Mrs.  C. 
Boston  Atheneiim 
Boston  Public  Library 
Bradley,  W.  L 
Bridgeport  Public  Library 
Brooklyn  Library  . 
Brooks,  F.  A 
Brown  University 
Buffalo  Library 
Butricks.  W.  M.  . 

Catholic  Total  Abstinence  News,  Publishers 
Carnegie  Free  Library,  Allegheny,  Pa. 
Chapin,  Miss  A.  L. 
Christian  Register,  Publishers 
Cleveland  Public  Library, 
Conn.  Bureau  of  Education 
Conn.  State  Board  of  Health 
Conn.  Bureau  of  Statistics  of  Labor 
Conn.  State  Library 
Conn.  Topographical  Survey 
Connecticut  Banner,  Publishers 
Connecticut  Volksblatt,  Publishers 
Connecticut  Posten,  Publishers  . 
Cook,  Prof.  A.  S. 

Cossitt,  Fred  H.  Library,  Gran  by.  Conn 
Dayton,  O. ,  Public  Library 


1  catalogue 
1  catalogue 
1  report ;  1  bulletin 
.    4  pamphlets 
1  pamphlet 
4  volumes 
bulletins 
2  catalogues  ;  1  report 
1  volume 
2  catalogues  ;  1  report 
1  report ;  bulletin 
.    1  pamphlet 
'  1  catalogue 
1  report 

14  volumes  ;  20  pamphlets 
C.  T.  A.  News 
1  report 
.  8  books  for  the  blind 
Christian  Register  (weekly) 
1  report ;  bulletins 
6  reports 
1  volume  ;  reports 
1  volume 
7  volumes 
atlas 

Connecticut  Banner  (weekly) 
Connecticut  Volksblatt  (weekly) 
Connecticut  Posten  (weekly) 
1  volume 
1  catalogue 
1  report 
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1  volume 


Detroit  Public  Library 
Farrell.  J.  P. 
Ferris,  Prof.  H.  B. 
Field,  S.  J.  ... 
Ford,  C.  L. 

Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  Public  Library 
Hamilton,  Ont.,  Public  Library  . 
Harlem  Library,  New  York  City 
Hartford,  Conn.,  Public  Library, 
Haynes,  Tilly 

Heaton,  E.  ... 
Helena,  Mont.,  Public  Library  . 
Hoadley,  F.  H.  . 
Home  Market  Club.  Boston 
Indian  Rights  Association        ,  . 
Iowa  State  Library 
Jersey  City  Free  Public  Library, 
Johnston,  Miss  Mary 
Journal  of  Zoophily,  Publishers 
Kinney,  A.  ... 
Land  of  Sunshine,  Publishers, 
Lanesboro",  Minn.,  Journal,  Publishers 
Lawrence,  Mass.,  Public  Library 
Linton,  W.  J.  . 
Loomis'  Sons,  C.  M. 
Louisiana  Planter,  Publishers 
McLane,  W.  W.,  D.D.  . 
Mercantile  Library,  New  York  City 
Manchester  City  Library  . 
Mass.  Bureau  of  Statistics  of  Labor 
Mass.  Free  Public  Library  Commission 
Mercantile  Library  Co. ,  Philadelphia 
Mercantile  Library,  St.  Louis 
Milwaukee  Public  Library 
Minneapolis  Public  Library 
National  Civil  Service  Reform  League  . 
Nevada  State  Board  of  Immigration 
New  Bedford,  Mass.,  Public  Library 
New  England  Conference  of  Educational  Workers 


1  pamphlet ;  1  report 
and  United  Ireland  (weekly) 
.    2  pamphlets 
1  volume 
1  volume 
1  report 
1  report 
1  report 

2  catalogues  ;  1  report ;  bulletins 
1  pamphlet 
Medical  periodicals  in  numbers 
bulletins 
1  volume 
Home  Market  Bulletin 
1  pamphlet 
1  pamphlet 
2  pamphlets  ;  1  report ;  bulletins 
1  volume 

Journal  of  Zoophily  (monthly) 
1  volume 

Land  of  Sunshine  (monthly) 
Lanesboro'  Journal 
bulletins 
3  volumes 

Loomis  Musical  and  Masonic  Journal 
.  Louisiana  Planter  (weekly) 
1  volume 
1  report 
1  report 
2  volumes 
1  report 

1  pamphlet ;  1  report ;  bulletins 
1  report 
1  report 
3  catalogues  ;  2  reports 
1  pamphlet 
1  pamphlet 
1  report 
1  pamphlet 


New  England  Home,  Publishers 

New  Haven  City  .... 

New  Haven  Board  of  Education 

New  Haven  W.  C.  T.  U.  . 

New  Haven  Colony  Historical  Society 

New  Haven  Journal  and  Courier,  Publishers 

New  Haven  Palladium,  Publishers, 

New  London  Pul)lic  Library 


New  England  Home  (weekly) 
year  book 
1  report 
Union  Signal 
1  pamphlet 
1  copy  of  })aper  (daily) 
1  copy  of  paper  (daily) 
1  catalogue 
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New  York  Bureau  of  Statistics  of  Labor         .       2  volumes  ;  2  pamphlets 
New  York  State  Library  .....         1  report 

Newark  Free  Public  Library      ...         1  pamphlet ;  bulletins 
Osterhout  Library,  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa.    ....  bulletins 

Otis  Free  Library,  Norwich,  Conn.        .  .         1  catalogue  ;  bulletins 

Paradise  of  the  Pacific,  Publishers        .    Paradise  of  the  Pacific  (monthly) 
Peabody  Institute,  Baltimore     .....  1  report 

Peculiar  People,  Publishers  of    .  .         .    Peculiar  People  (monthly) 

Peoria,  111.,  Public  Library,        .....  1  report 

Perkins  Institute    .....  14  books  for  the  blind 

Philadelphia,  Free  Library  of     .         .         .  .  .1  catalogue 

Pigott.  J.  P.,  M.  C.  .  .  .  .  .  .3  volumes 

Piatt,  O.  H.,U.  S.  S., 

2  volumes  ;  6  pamphlets  ;  Congressional  Record  (daily) 
Porter,  Miss  .......        1  volume 

Portland,  Ore.,  Library  Association      .  .         .     1  report ;  bulletins 

Pratt,  Enoch,  Free  Library,  Baltimore  .  .1  catalogue  ;  1  report 

Providence  Public  Library         .  1  catalogue  ;  1  pamphlet ;  1  report 

Redwood  Library  and  Atheneum,  Newport,  R.  I,       .         .  1  report 

Reynold's  Library,  Rochester,  N.  Y.      .  .  .  .  1  report 

Rhode  Island  World's  Fair  Commission  .  .  .1  pamphlet 

Robinson.  Prof.  W.  C.      .  .  .     Journal  of  the  Knights  of  Labor 

St.  Joseph,  Mo. ,  Public  Library  ....         1  report 

St.  Paul,  Minn.,  Public  Library  .....  1  report 

Salem,  Mass.,  Public  Library     .         .     1  catalogue  ;  1  report;  bulletins 
San  Francisco  Public  Library     .  .  .  1  catalogue  ;  1  report 

Scranton.  Pa.,  Public  Library     .....         1  report 

Scripture,  Prof.  E.  W.      .         .         .         .  .         .1  pamphlet 

Seymour  Record,  Publishers      .         .         .    Seymour  Record  (weekly) 
Smithsonian  Institution    .         .         .  .  .  .12  volumes 

Somerville,  Mass. ,  Public  Library         ....         1  report 

South  Orange.  N.  J.,  Free  Public  Library        .  .         .  1  report 

Southbridge,  Mass.,  Public  Library      .         .  1  report;  3  pamphlets 

Springfield,  Mass.,  City  Library  Association    .         .     1  report ;  bulletins 
Stanford,  Leland,  University      .....  register 

Steinert,  M.  .......        1  volume 

Stetson,  W.  K.  1  volume 

Stilson,  Mrs.  C.  H.  .  .         .         .  .1  volume 

Stonington,  Conn.,  Free  Library  .  .         .         .1  catalogue 

Taunton,  Mass.,  Public  Library  ....         1  report 

Techniker,  Der,  Publishers        .         .         .  .  Der  Techniker 

U.  S.  Dept.  of  Agriculture        .         .         .         .         .11  pamphlets 

U.  S.  Bureau  of  American  Republics    .         .  .  .7  pamphlets 

U.  S.  Bureau  of  Education        .         .  .         .  .8  pamphlets 

U.  S.  Census  Bureau       .  .         .  .  .1  volume ;  bulletins 

U.  S.  Commissioner  of  Labor     .....    5  pamphlets 

U.  S.  Geological  Survey  .  .         .         .  .         .37  volumes 
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U.  S.  Life  Saving  Service 

U.  S.  Commissioner  of  Patents  . 

U.  S.  State  Dept.  . 

U.  S.  Treasury  Dept. 

Union  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.  . 

University  of  the  State  of  New  York 

Wellesley  College, 

Wesleyan  University 

West  Shore  Journal,  Publishers  . 

Woburn,  Mass.,  Public  Library  . 

Yale  University 

Unknown  donors 


1  volume 
1  pamphlet 
.  20  pamphlets 
.  12  pamphlets 
1  pamphlet 
bulletin 
1  catalogue 
1  catalogue ;  bulletins 
.  West  Shore  Journal 
1  report 
1  catalogue 
25  volumes 


REPORT 


OF  THE 


DIRECTORS 


OF  THE 


Free  Public  Library 


OF  THE 


CITY  OF  NEW  HAVEN,  CONN. 


1895. 


DIRECTORS  OF  THE  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


1895. 


Hon.  a.  C.  HENDRICK,  Mayor,  ex-officio. 
A.  Maxoy  Hiller. 

Term  expires  December  31,  1895. 

YiRGiL  F.  McNeil. 

Term  expires  December  31,  1895. 

Samuel  R.  Avis. 

Term  expires  December  31,  1895. 

J.  Rice  Winchell. 

Term  expires  December  31,  1896. 

E.  C.  COOLIDGE. 
Term  expires  December  31,  1895, 

John  F.  Shanley. 

Term  expires  December  31,  1895. 

Benj.  R.  English. 

Term  expires  December  31,  1897. 

Rev.  E.  S.  Lines. 

Term  expires  December  31,  1897. 

M.  SONNENBERG. 
Term  expires  December  31,  1897. 


ORGANIZATION. 

CHAIUMAN. 

Hon.  a.  C.  HENDRICK,  Mayor,  ex-officio. 

PRESIDENT. 

A.  Maxcy  Hiller. 

SECRETARY.  ASSISTANT  SECRETARY. 

Benj.  R.  English.  E.  C.  Coolidge. 

TREASURER. 

J.  Rice  Winciiell. 

LIBRARIAN. 

Willis  K.  Stetson. 


NINTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

DIRECTORS 

OF  THE 

FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


To  the  Honorable  Court  of  Common  Council  of  the  City  of 
New  Haven: 

The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library, 
through  its  Finance  Committee,  respectfully  submits  its 
ninth  annual  report  as  required  by  law. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  ending  Sept.  30th  the  Library 
contained  29,906  volumes  as  against  27,749  the  previous 
year,  and  23,765  the  year  ending  Sept.  30th,  1893. 

The  circulation  for  1894-5  was  232,014,  or  an  increase  over 
the  previous  year  of  14.5  per  cent. 

The  number  of  books  bought  during  the  year  was  800  less 
than  the  previous  year,  and  the  number  worn  out  and 
withdrawn  1,000  more,  making  the  net  addition  to  the 
Library  shelves  1,800  volumes  less  than  the  previous  year. 
The  rapid  increase  in  circulation,  which  during  the  last  four 
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years  has  been  about  80  per  cent.,  has  been  the  cause,  as 
must  be  seen  at  a  glance,  of  much  greater  wear  and  tear 
upon  the  books  than  in  previous  years  when  the  circulation 
was  smaller. 

The  attention  of  your  honorable  body  is  respectfully 
invited  to  the  fact  that  while  the  circulation  has  rapidly 
increased,  the  funds  available  for  the  purchase  of  books 
have  constantly  decreased  until  there  is  nothing  left  to 
draw  from  but  the  yearly  income  from  the  Marett  Fund, 
which  is  $3,150,  besides  whatever  the  Board  has  been  able 
to  cull  from  the  City  appropriation.  During  the  years 
1892,  '93  and  '94,  the  Board  had  from  yearly  income  from  , 
Marett  fund  and  accumulated  surplus  during  litigation,  for 
the  purchase  of  books,  sums  as  follows: 


This  last  sum  exhausted  the  surplus,  and  for  the  year 
ending  October  i,  1895,  the  money  available  from  that 
source  was  $3,150,  the  yearly  income  of  the  fund. 

As  the  Librarian  says  in  his  report,  this  falling  off  in  the 
funds  for  purchase  of  books  is,  and  will  be  seriously  felt," 
unless  the  city  grant  an  increased  apj)ropriation  for  that 
purpose.  As  the  Library  grows  and  its  circulation  in- 
creases, the  running  expenses  necessarily  increase,  and 
unless  the  appropriation  is  increased  from  year  to  year,  it 
is  only  a  matter  of  a  few  years  when  there  will  not  be  a 
dollar  available  from  the  City  appropriation  for  the  pur- 
chase of  books. 

It  will  be  seen  by  consulting  the  reports  of  the  Treasurer 
for  1892,  1893,  that  in  those  years  not  a  dollar  of  the  City 
appropriation  of  $10,000  was  used  for  the  purchase  of 
books.  The  necessary  increase  of  expenses  following  a 
large  increase  of  circulation,  large  sums  for  printed  cata- 
logues, which  must  cost  more  and  more  as  the  number  of 
volumes  increases,  exhausted  all  the  income.  Continued 


1892, 
1893, 
1894, 


$6,312.71 
$4,467.59 
$4,703.57 
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increase  in  the  circulation  and  necessity  for  extensive 
changes  in  order  to  accommodate  the  public  and  to  secure 
the  greatest  amount  of  service  from  the  library  force  for  the 
money  available  for  that  purpose,  required  still  greater 
expenditures  than  before,  so  that  although  the  appropria- 
tion was  increased  to  $11,500  for  1894  and  $12,000  for  1895, 
only  one  third  of  the  increase  was  available  for  purchase  of 
books  in  1894  and  one-half  in  1895,  and  with  the  ever 
increasing  demands  on  the  Library,  it  is  improbable  that 
any  more  can  be  expended  for  books  unless  there  is  an 
increase  in  the  appropriation. 

In  order  that  some  idea  may  be  conveyed  of  the  cost  of 
running  the  New  Haven  Library  as  compared  with  other 
cities,  the  Board  has  thought  some  statistics  prepared  with 
that  end  in  view  might  be  of  interest. 

The  statistics  of  fourteen  cities  having  libraries  that  may 
be  classed  as  representative,  show  the  following  averages, 
to  which  your  attention  is  respectfully  invited: 

Average  population  1890,  62,500;  average  City  appro- 
priation, $16,800;  average  appropriation  i3er  capita,  $  .34; 
average  salaries,  $6,494;  average  circulation,  134,224;  rela- 
tion between  circulation  and  salaries:  average  cost  per  1,000 
volumes  circulated,  $50.00.  New  Haven  presented  the 
same  year  the  following  showing:  Population,  81,298;  City 
appropriation,  $11,500;  appropriation  per  capita  $  .14;  sal- 
aries, $5,143;  circulation,  203,242;  relation  between  circula- 
tion and  salaries:  cost  per  1,000  volumes  circulated,  $25.00. 

It  will  be  seen  by  inspection  and  comparison  of  these 
figures  that  in  these  fourteen  cities,  where  the  populations 
average  25  per  cent,  less  than  in  New  Haven,  the  average 
City  appropriation  for  the  Public  Library  was  46  per  cent, 
more,  the  average  per  capita  appropriation  nearly  150  per 
cent,  more,  the  average  salaries  25  per  cent,  more,  the 
average  cost  in  salaries  per  L  000  of  circulation  100  per  cent, 
more,  while  the  circulation  is  34  per  cent.  less.  This  last 
figure  makes  the  preceding  showing  all  the  more  striking. 

For  details,  the  report  of  the  Treasurer  and  of  the  Libra- 
rian can  be  consulted. 
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The  estimated  expenses  for  the  current  year  are  as  follows: 


Books     .......  $2,200 

Periodicals  and  newspapers     ....  900 

Binding            ......  1,000 

Rent  of  old  quarters     ....  1,800 

Lighting           ......  600 

Salaries            .          .         .         .          .         .  6,500 

Fuel       .......  500 

Printing  and  stationery          ....  250 

Printed  catalogues  -     .          .          .          .          .  500 

Repairs  and  furniture             ,          .          .          .  500  > 

Miscellaneous                       .         .         .  250 


$15,000 


Respectfully  submitted  on  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Direct- 
ors. 


Samuel  R.  Avis,  ^  Finance 
J.  Rice  Winchell, 

E.  C.  COOLIDGE, 


Committee. 


TREASURER'S  REPORT. 


To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library. 
Gentlemen  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  Free  Public  Library  of 
New  Haven  for  the  year  ending  October  31,  1895  : 


RECEIPTS. 

1894. 

Nov.  1.    Balance  as  per  annual  report 

$3,329.22 

1895. 

Received  from  the  City  of  New  Haven 

12,000.00 

Received  from  rents  old  Library 

735.38 

Received  from  fines  on  overdue  books 

620.00 

Received  from  sales  of  catalogues 

82.00 

Received  from  sales  of  old  furniture 

35.00 

Received  from  sales  of  old  periodicals 

20.00 

Received  from  S.  N.  E.  Tel.  Co.  rent  to  Dec.  31,  '95 

15.00 

Received  from  exchange  of  books 

5.00 

Total  ...... 

EXPENDITURES. 

1895. 

For  salaries  ...... 

$5,755.62 

For  rent  of  old  library  rooms  .... 

1,800.00 

For  books  ...... 

1,018.79 

For  insurance  ...... 

710.00 

For  rebinding  books  ..... 

772.55 

For  periodicals  ..... 

673.14 

For  electric  lighting  and  power 

527.75 

For  coal  ...... 

419.70 

For  electric  wiring  ..... 

274.03 

For  printing  ...... 

265.75 

For  repairs  and  alterations  of  building 

331.83 

For  furniture  ...... 

470.09 

For  repairs  and  alterations  heating  apparatus 

90.19 

For  linotypes  and  composition 

78.45 

$15,841.60 
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For  janitor's  supplies  . 
For  magazine  binders  . 
For  library  supplies 
For  stationery  . 
For  miscellaneous  items 

Total  expenditures 
*  Balance 


$43.48 
49.10 
28.60 
18.38 

237.12 


EXPENDITURES  IN  DETAIL. 


SALARIES. 


Paid 
Paid 
Paid 
Paid 
Paid 
Paid 
Paid 
Paid 
Paid 
Paid 
Paid 
Paid 
Paid 
Paid 
Paid 
Paid 
Paid 
Paid 
Paid 
Paid 
Paid 
Paid 
Paid 


W.  K.  Stetson,  librarian 
Thomas  H.  Smith,  cataloguer 
Miss  C.  E.  Herrick,  assistant 
Mrs.  E.  H.  Trusdell,  assistant 
Miss  Julia  Downes,  assistant 
M.  Lester  Baldwin,  assistant 
John  J.  Burt,  Jr.,  assistant 
George  Lovell,  assistant 
Stephen  Perkins,  assistant 
Joseph  Mulcahey,  assistant 
Miss  Jennie  P.  Peck,  assistant 
Arthur  Lovell,  assistant 
John  Tracy,  assistant 
William  Valentine,  assistant 
Miss  Jennie  L.  Hendrick,  assistant 
Miss  Gertrude  F.  White,  assistant 
J.  F.  Mulvey,  assistant  . 
Bernard  McCoe,  janitor  . 
Charles  E,  Tillotson,  janitor 
George  J.  Hott,  janitor  . 
H.  S.  Howard,  janitor's  helper 
A.  M.  Beebe,  janitor's  helper 
Morris  J.  Smith,  janitor's  helper 


BOOKS. 


Paid  The  Edward  P.  Judd  Co, 

Paid  Gustav  E.  Stechert 

Paid  L.  R.  Hazen 

Paid  Joseph  McDonough 

Paid  Bowers  &  Loy 

Paid  John  Saxton 

Paid  The  Boston  Book  Co. 

Paid  The  C.  A.  Nichols  Co. 


$13,564.57 
2,277.03 

$15,841.60 


11,650.00 
770.00 
540.00 
530.00 
393.75 
360.00 
124.44 
133.78 

85.25 
112.95 

67.50 
113.30 
100.00 

62.21 

40.00 

40.00 
3.33 
150.00 
390.00 

55.00 

12.00 
8.00 

14.11 

 $5,755.62 


$724.74 
145.31 
50.67 
24.62 
31.65 
8.50 
4.85 
5.00 


♦Subject  to  current  expenses  for  November  and  December,  1895. 


FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


9 


Paid  H.  D.  Utley, 
Paid  T.  F.  Lamb. 
Paid  J.  H.  Lamb 
Paid  P.  O'Shea 
Paid  W.  M.  Griswold 


INSURANCE. 

Paid  V.  F.  McNeil  &  Co.,  on  building,  books  and 
furniture  ...... 

Paid  Barton's  Agency,  on  building,  books  and  fur- 
niture ...... 

Paid  John  C.  North,  on  building,  books  and  fur- 
niture ...... 

Paid  Security  Insurance  Co.,  on  building,  books 
and  furniture  ..... 

Paid  Charles  Wilson  &  Co.,  on  building,  books  and 
furniture  ...... 

Paid  Martin  &  Coyle,  on  building,  books  and  furni- 
ture ...... 

Paid  V.  F.  McNeil  &  Co.,  on  steam  boiler 

[Note.— This  insurance  includes  $50,000  during  three  years 
on  building,  library  and  furniture,  and  S5,000  on  steam  boiler.] 


RE 


Paid  Robert  Brooks 

Paid  D.  Adler  . 

Paid  M.  Carbone 

Paid  Alexander  Mitchell  & 

Paid  Henry  H.  Peck 

Paid  Leopold  Lall 

Paid  M.  Pacutor 


Co 


BINDING  BOOKS. 


PERIODICALS. 


Paid  Thomas  H.  Pease  &  Sons,  miscellaneous 

Paid  Gustav  E.  Stechert,  foreign 

Paid  New  Haven  Register,  three  copies  six  months 
to  January  1,  1895  .... 

Paid  New  Haven  Register,  three  copies  six  months 
to  July  1,  1895  ..... 

Paid  Morning  News,  two  copies  one  year  to  Jan- 
uary 14,  1895  ..... 

Paid  Journal  and  Courier,  one  year  to  January  1, 
1895   

Paid  Evening  Leader,  one  year  to  April  9,  1896 

Paid  Palladium,  two  copies  nine  months  to  April, 
1895   


$3.70 
7.50 
7.00 
3.75 
1.50 


$132.00 

105.60 

105.60 

105.60 

105.60 

105.60 
50.00 


$401.25 
178.40 
76.95 
66.75 
32.70 
13.65 
2.85 


$569.79 
49.35 

12.00 

12.00 

11.00 


5.00 
5.00 

9.00 


$1,018.79 


$710.00 


$772.55 


1.14 
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KEPAIRS  AND  ALTERATIONS  OF  BUILDING. 

Paid  George  Rockwell,  labor  and  materials  .  $74.42 

Paid  Galligan  &  Alexander,  labor  and  materials  101.47 

Paid  J.  L.  Dean,  carpenter's  work     .          .          .  4.90 

Paid  T.  W.  Corbett,  plumbing          .                    .  49.58 

Paid  Lawrence  J.  Coffey,  plastering  .          .          .  54.36 

Paid  James  F.  Gordon,  Agent,  painting       .  40.29 

Paid  India  Alkali  Works,  savogran    .          .          .  4.36 

Paid  Thompson  &  Belden,  filler                  .  2.45 

LINOTYPE  COMPOSITION. 


Paid  The  Evening  Leader  Co. 
Paid  The  Register  Publishing  Co. 
Paid  The  Morning  News  Co.  . 
Paid  The  Mutual  Printing  Co. 


$44.33 
19.52 
9.00 
5.60 


JANITOR'S  SUPPLIES. 

Paid  The  Bradley,  Dann  &  Carrington  Co.,  sundries  $31.13 

Paid  M.  A.  Moran,  brooms,  etc.  6.10 

Paid  Malley,  Neely  &  Co.,  towels       .          .          .  3.00 

Paid  The  J.  Gibb  Smith  &  Co.,  sawdust        .          .  1.40 

Paid  Spencer,  Matthews  &  Co.,  sundries      .          .  1.05 

Paid  George  W.  Hazel,  two  pails       ...  80 

MAGAZINE  BINDERS. 

Paid  Henry  H.  Peck     .          .         .          .          .  19.00 

Paid  F.  Apollos  Bradley         .          .         .          .  30.10 

LIBRARY  SUPPLIES. 

Paid  H.  L.  Bigelow  &  Co.,  card  pockets       .          .  10.00 

Paid  Library  Bureau,  sundries          ,  15.10 

Paid  American  Paper  Goods  Co.,  card  pockets         .  2.50 

Paid  W.  H.  Hale,  typewriter  ribbon  .  1.00 

STATIONERY. 

Paid  The  E.  P.  Judd  Co.,  sundries    .  $13.38 

Paid  G.  J,  Moffatt,  envelopes,  etc.     .          .  5.00 

FURNITURE. 

Paid  David  H.  Clark,  book  cases                 .          .  $250.71 

Paid  The  Chamberlain  F.  &  M.  Co.,  tables  and  desks  158.75 

Paid  The  Eastern  Chair  Co.,  four  dozen  chairs        .  52.00 

Paid  The  Chamberlain  F.  &  M.  Co.,  alterations  8.63 
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RENT. 

Paid  Chas.  H.  Webb,  att'y,  rent  old  Library  rooms  $1,800.00 

.   $1,800.00 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  AND  POWER. 

Paid  to  The  New  Haven  Electric  Co.  .         .  $527.75 

  $527.75 

COAL. 

Paid  W.  F.  Gilbert  $419.70 

  $419.70 

ELECTRIC  WIRING. 

Paid  The  New  Haven  Electric  Co.      .  .  .  $274.03 

  $274.03 

PRINTING. 

Paid  Tuttle,  Morehouse  &  Taylor      .         .         .  $265.75 

  $265.75 

REPAIRS  AND  CHANGES  OF  HEATING  APPARATUS. 

Paid  to  The  New  Haven  Heating  and  Plumbing  Co.  $90.19 

  $90.19 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Paid  Benj.  Young,  removing  ashes  . 

$38.25 

Paid  C.  W.  Blakeslee  &  Sons,  sprinkling  street 

24.75 

Paid  The  Borden  Index  Co. ,  book  supports  . 

20.00 

Paid  The  Borden  Index  Co. ,  index  case 

18.00 

Paid  The  Chatfield  Paper  Co.,  paper 

17.48 

Paid  The  Geo.  M.  Grant  Co.,  repairing  walk 

16.66 

Paid  H.  B.  Perry,  carpets,  etc. 

12.54 

Paid  The  Arnold  Co.,  shades 

.75 

Paid  The  John  E.  Bassett  Co.,  hat  hooks 

1.12 

Paid  The  Hygeia  Ice  Co.,  ice  . 

15.22 

Paid  The  Bradley,  Dann  &  Carrington  Co.,  umbrella 

stand  and  ladder  .... 

6.75 

Paid  Robert  Wilson,  iron  work 

4.42 

Paid  The  New  Haven  Gas  Light  Co. ,  gas 

2.10 

Paid  C.  J.  Dupee,  repairs  of  roof  and  gutter 

45.28 

Paid  A.  L.  A.  Publishing  section,  membership 

5.00 

Paid  Tuttle,  Morehouse  &  Taylor,  binding  magazines 

8.80 

$237.12 


Total  expenditures, 


$13,564.57 
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THE  MARETT  FUND. 

RECEIPTS. 


From  C.  S.  Mersick,  trustee 


$2,5-41.80 


EXPENDITURES  FOR  BOOKS. 
Paid  The  Edward  P.  Judd  Co.  ...  $1,207,72 

Paid  Gustav  E.  Stecliert        ....  729.77 

Paid  Malley,  Neely  &  Co.        .          .          .          .  259.92 

Paid  W.  H.  Kingsbury          .          .          .          .  45.55 

Paid  Joseph  McDonough         .                    .  ^37.35 

Paid  James  Arnott  Penman    .          .          .          .  33.00 

Paid  The  Boston  Book  Co.      .          .          .         .  31.95 

Paid  G.  M.  Polley  &  Co   24.00 

Paid  The  Johns  Hopkins  Press         .          .          .  23.90 

Paid  the  Yale  University  Library      .                   .  15.65 

Paid  Charles  Scribner's  Sons             .          .          .  14.25 

Paid  J.  Stillman  Smith  &  Co.            .          .         .  15.00 

Paid  The  Poet  Lore  Co.          ...          .  13.20 

Paid  D.  C.  Pratt         .         .          .          .          .  13.00 

Paid  James  H.  Lamb,  mgr.     ....  12.00 

Paid  Antonello  R.  Andrews                        .          .  10.00 

Paid  H.  WiUiams   29.65 

Paid  J.  H.  Wulfekoetter        ....  5.00 

Paid  The  C.  A.  Nichols  Co   5.00 

Paid  D.  Appleton  &  Co.           .          .          .          .  4.50 

Paid  The  Price  &  Lee  Co.        .          .          .          .  3.00 

Paid  David  G.  Francis            .          .          .          .  3.16 

Paid  Cranston  &  Curtis          .                    .          .  8.34 

Paid  S.  H.  Chadbourne          .                   .  1.19 

Paid  Isaac  Mendoza               .                   .  1.70 

Total  ..... 


$2,541.80 


$2,541.^ 


PRINCIPAL  OF  THE  MARETT  FUND. 
Invested,  as  per  report  of  November  1,  1891 

The  interest  upon  this  fund  is  applicable,  by  the  terms  of  the  legacy, 
solely  to  the  purchase  of  books  for  the  Free  Public  Library. 


$61,000.00 


TOTAL  RECEIPTS  FROM  THE  MARETT  FUND. 
During  the  year  1891  .....  $1,591.81 
During  the  year  1892 
During  the  year  1893 
During  the  year  1894 


During  the  year  189" 


0,312.71 
4,467.59 
4,703.57 
2,541.80 


Total   $19,617.48 

All  of  whicli  has  been  been  invested  in  books  for  the  Free  Public  Library. 
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BOOKS  PURCHASED  FROM  CITY  FUNDS. 


(Exclusive  of  the  Marett  Fund). 


During  the  year  1887 
During  the  year  1888 
During  the  year  1889 
During  the  year  1890 
During  the  year  1891 
During  the  year  1894 
During  the  year  1895 

Total  purchases  from  Marett  Fund  (as  above) 
Total  book  purchases  from  the  beginning  of 
Library  to  October  31,  1895 

Respectfully  submitted, 


the 


$5,061.17 
2,465.48 
2,636.45 
2,734.60 
1,984.07 
494.38 
1,018.79 


$16,394.94 
19,617.48 


$36,012.42 


J.  RICE  WINCHELL, 

Treasurer, 


New  Haven,  Oct.  31,  1895. 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT. 


I  herewith  submit  the  report  of  the  Librarian  for  the  year 
ending  Sept.  30,  1895  : 


ADDITIONS  TO  THE  LIBRARY. 


By  purchase  . 

By  binding  periodicals 

By  gift 

By  exchange  . 
Total 

Deduct  :  Volumes  discarded 
Lost  and  paid  for 
Exchanged 

Net  increase  . 
Reported  last  year 

Number  Sept.  30,  1895 


Volumes. 
2,765 
136 
313 
67 


1,204 
5 
15 


3,381 


1,224 
2,157 
27,749 

29,906 


Duplicates  for  sale  and  exchange,  collections  deposited 
in  the  Library  for  purposes  of  reference,  but  not  belonging 
to  it,  are  not  included  in  the  numbers  given. 

A  list  of  donors  is  given  at  the  end  of  this  report.  The 
total  number  of  volumes  added  was  800  less  than  the  pre- 
vious year,  and  the  number  withdrawn  about  1,000  more, 
so  that  the  net  additions  were  1,800  less,  amounting  to 
about  50  per  cent.  This  diminishing  in  the  resources  of  the 
Library  for  the  additions  of  books  is  seriously  felt. 

The  number  of  volumes  discarded,  almost  entirely  be- 
cause worn  out,  was  very  large.  It  is  impossible  to  pre- 
dict what  it  will  be  in  the  future.  The  large  number  dis- 
carded is  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  supply  of  books  for 
popular  use  is  small  in  proportion  to  the  demand.  This 
means,  in  the  first  place,  difficulty  on  the  part  of  readers 
in  getting  the  books  they  want  at  any  time  ;  second,  so 
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great  use  of  the  books,  that  the  amount  expended  for  re- 
binding  is  very  large;  and,  third,  that  the  books  are  very- 
soon  worn  out.  Hence  the  addition  of  a  large  number  of 
books  such  as  are  most  called  for,  seems  to  be  desirable,  and 
would  be  in  a  certain  sense  a  measure  of  economy,  since 
the  wear  and  tear  on  particular  books  would  be  reduced. 

There  is  a  special  demand  for  books  for  pupils  to  use  in 
connection  with  their  school  work ;  but  it  is  not  possible 
with  the  present  appropriation  to  meet  this  demand  at  all 
completely. 

NUMBER   OF  BORROWERS. 

The  number  of  persons  to  whom  new  cards  were  issued 
during  the  year  is  6,054.  Some  of  these  held  cards  before, 
the  term  of  which  had  expired.  The  extra  cards  allowing 
use  of  an  extra  book  of  non-fiction  are  not  separately  num- 
bered. These  cards  are  usually  issued  on  request.  Possi- 
bly it  would  be  better  to  issue  the  extra  card  when  the 
other  is  issued,  as  very  many  are  not  aware  that  they  can 
have  the  extra  card.  The  total  number  of  borrowers  Sept. 
30,  1895,  was  11,600,  an  increase  of  over  10  per  cent,  during 
the  year.  After  the  shelves  were  thrown  open  the  number 
of  new  cards  issued  immediately  increased  50  per  cent. 

CIRCULATION. 


The  number  of  volumes  issued  each  month  is  shown  by 
the  following  table  : 


Previous 

Increase 

1894-5. 

Year. 

Per  Cent. 

October,  1894, 

18.090 

15.270 

18 

November 

19.319 

16,176 

19 

December 

20,169 

16,220 

24 

January,  1895, 

31,732 

19.497 

11 

February  .... 

21,502 

19.195 

12 

March 

23.738 

21,756 

9 

April 

20.045 

18,309 

9 

May 

17.407 

16.008 

8 

June 

15.658 

15,065 

8 

July 

19,181 

14,950 

28 

August 

17,978 

15,424 

16 

September 

17,195 

15.882 

12 

Total 

232.014 

203,242 

FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 
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It  will  be  observed  that  the  ratio  of  increase  became 
quite  small  in  the  month  of  June,  and  became  very  large 
in  July.  This  coincides  in  point  of  time  with  the  beginning 
of  the  open- shelf  arrangement.  While  the  great  increase 
was  not  kept  up  to  the  height  reached  in  July,  the  circula- 
tion for  the  next  two  month  still  shows  a  large  increase, 
which  probably  is  due  to  the  "open  shelves."  The  fact 
that  the  increase  for  the  year  is  less  than  that  of  the  pre- 
vious year  is  probably  partly  owing  to  the  better  times,  and 
consequently  fewer  people  out  of  employment. 

CHARACTER   OF  THE  CIRCULATION. 

The  character  of  the  circulation  was  not  materially  dif- 
ferent from  that  of  the  previous  year.  There  is  still  a  con- 
tinual decrease  in  the  percentage  of  fiction.  The  following 
table  shows  the  number  of  volumes  in  the  Library  in  differ- 
ent classes  and  the  use  of  the  same  : 


Percentage 

Class. 

Vols,  in  Library. 

Times  Issued. 

of  Issue. 

Philosophy 

400 

1,503 

.7 

Religion  and  mythology 

1,300 

2,412 

1. 

Sociology 

1.700 

3,042 

1.3 

Language 

200 

447 

.2 

Natural  science 

1,350 

5,211 

2.2 

Useful  arts 

1,200 

4,202 

1.8 

Fine  arts  and  amusements 

1,100 

4,889 

2.1 

Geography  and  travel 

1,650 

7  654 

3.3 

Biography 

2,325 

7,499 

3.2 

History 

2  100 

9,205 

4. 

Literature  and  miscellany 

5,900 

13,489  } 

8.5 

Magazines  in  numbers 

600 

7,258  f 

Poetry  and  drama 

1,200 

3,324 

1.4 

Adult  fiction 

5,300 

115,117 

49.9 

Juvenile  fiction 

1,550 

46,742 

20.2 

232,014 

IMPROVEMENTS  AND  CHANGES. 

The  removal  of  the  periodical  reading  room  up  stairs  and 
use  of  the  reading  room  down  stairs  for  reference  books 
alone  gives  more  than  double  the  accommodations  for  read- 
ers and  allows  the  placing  of  the  reference  books  in  open 

26 
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cases  in  the  reference  room  to  a  largely  increased  extent, 
besides  adding  largely  to  the  convenience  of  those  desiring 
to  use  reference  books. 

The  separation  of  the  juvenile  books  from  the  rest  of  the 
collection,  provision  lor  separate  charging  desk,  and  sepa- 
rate reading  tables  for  the  children,  contributes  to  the  con- 
venience of  the  young  people  and  of  their  elders  as  well. 

OPEN  SHELVES.  , 

The  experiment  of  admitting  all  persons  to  the  shelves  at 
their  will  without  permits  being  required  was  begun  June  27. 
The  privilege  was  immediately  accepted  by  most  of  those 
drawing  books,  and  apparently  resulted  in  increasing  the 
circulation  over  25  per  cent,  the  month  of  July,  and  about 
16  per  cent,  and  12  per  cent,  in  August  and  September  re- 
sepectively.  The  registration  of  borrowers  has  increased 
about  50  per  cent,  since  July  1.  As  no  rearrangement  of 
book  cases  was  made,  it  was  not  expected  that  the  privilege 
could  be  accorded  during  the  busiest  part  of  the  day.  But 
the  inconvenience  from  crowding  has  been  felt  only  in  the 
fiction  department,  and  this  only  after  the  1st  of  October  to 
any  great  extent.  By  taking  out  three  cases  and  widening 
the  aisles  from  thirty-nine  to  fifty- eight  inches,  satisfactory 
accommodations  have  been  secured;  and  there  seems  to  be 
little  danger  of  overcrowding  except  on  rare  occasions. 
There  appears  on  the  whole  to  be  great  satisfaction  on  the 
part  of  the  public  from  this  arrangement,  and  less  labor  and 
less  strain  on  the  attendants.  It  is  one  great  relief  to  the 
attendants  not  to  be  obliged  to  repeat  one-tenth  as  often  as 
formerly  the  unpleasant  words,  "There  is  nothing  on  the 
list  in  now."  The  incidental  disadvantages  of  open  shelves 
have  been  much  less  than  was  feared.  Of  course  a  longer 
trial  will  be  necessary  before  final  judgment  can  be  passed. 

BULLETIN. 

An  attempt  was  made  to  issue  a  bulletin  the  past  year. 
It  was  thought  that  by  using  the  linotype  process,  the  same 
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type  used  in  the  bulletin  would  be  available  for  future  cat- 
alogues, and  thus  the  library  might  afford  to  issue  the  bul- 
letin free  without  advertising.  But  the  drawback  was  en- 
countered that  the  newspaper  company  which  undertook 
to  do  the  linotype  work  was  unable  to  do  enough,  owing  to 
the  increase  of  its  own  necessities.  Hence  the  bulletin  was 
suspended  after  three  double  numbers  had  been  issued.  It 
is  hoped  that  satisfactory  arrangements  will  be  made  to  be- 
gin anew  the  publication  of  the  bulletin  this  year. 

PRINTED  CATALOGUES. 

A  second  supplement  to  the  catalogue  of  books  for  adults 
is  preparing,  and  will  probably  be  ready  during  the  winter. 
The  edition  of  the  Juvenile  catalogue  is  almost  entirely  ex- 
hausted. 

With  oi^en  shelves  the  catalogues  are  much  less  used,  and 
thei  e  is  perhaps  less  need  of  them.  I  am  not  sure  but  they 
are  well  nigh  as  useful  to  many,  however,  as  before.  Cer- 
tainly, in  a  library  with  a  large  circulation,  many  need  a 
printed  catalogue,  even  when  the  shelves  are  oj)en,  and  all 
may  select  books  from  the  shelves.  There  is  rather  the 
danger  that  the  help  given  by  the  catalogue  will  be  over- 
looked to  the  disadvantage  of  the  person  who  fancies  every 
thing  he  wants  he  will  find  simply  by  consulting  the  shelves 
alone. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  K.  STETSON, 

Librarian. 


List  of  Donors. 

1894-95. 


Aguilar  Free  Library,  N.  Y. 

.  2  book  lists,  1  report 

American  Humane  Association 

1  volume 

American  Swedenborg  Society 

4  volumes 

Ames,  T.  G. 

1  volume 

Apprentices  Library,  Philadelphia  1 

pamphlet,  1  volume,  1  report 

Bangor  Public  Library,  Bangor,  Me. 

1  report 

Balch,  Edwin  Swift          .          .          .  . 

1  volume 

Barnum,  T.  R.  . 

3  volumes 

Blagden,  Rev.  William 

1  volume 

Boston  Athenfeum            .          .          .  . 

bulletin 

Boston  Public  Library      .          .          .  . 

1  report 

Boston  Record  Commission 

2  volumes 

Bostwick,  Mr.  Frederick  .          .          .  . 

1  volume 

Bowdoin  College  Library 

1  pamphlet 

Bridgeport  Public  Library 

1  report 

Brookline  (Mass.)  Public  Library 

2  reports;  bulletin 

Brooklyn  Library,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

1  bulletin 

Bronson,  Silas,  Library 

4  reports 

Brown  University 

1  volume 

Buffalo  (N.  Y.)  Library 

1  report 

Butler,  Mr.  G.  A.  . 

1  volume 

Butricks,  Mr.  W.  M.  . 

5  volumes 

Cambridge  (Mass.)  Public  Library 

1  report 

Catholic  Total  Abstinence  News,  Publishers 

C.  T.  A.  News 

Christian  Register,  Publishers 

Christian  Register 

Cleveland  Public  Library 

1  report;  bulletin 

Congress  of  American  Physicians  and  Surgeons 

1  volume 

Connecticut  Banner,  Publishers 

Connecticut  Banner 

Connecticut  Bureau  of  Statistics  of  Labor 

2  volumes 

Connecticut  Posten,  Publishers  , 

Connecticut  Posten 

Connecticut  Public  Library  Commission 

1  volume 

Connecticut  State  Board  of  Education  . 

4  volumes 

Connecticut  State  Board  of  Health 

2  volumes 

Connecticut  Volksblatt,  Publishers 

Connecticut  Volksblatt 

Connecticut  State  Librarv 

4  volumes 
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Cook.  Prof.  A.  S.  . 

Crane,  Thomas,  Public  Library,  Quincy,  Mass. 
Curtis  Publishing  Company 
Dayton  (0.)  Public  Library 
Detroit  Public  Library 
Du  Buy,  Dr.  J.  . 
East  Haddam  Free  Public  Library 
Elizabeth  (N.  J.)  Public  Library 
Fitz  Public  Library,  Chelsea 
Fitzgerald,  Mr.  D. 
Fletcher  Free  Library 
Godkin,  Mr.  E.  L.,  New  York  City 
Grand  Rapids  Public  Library 
Hartford  Public  Library 
Heaton,  Mr.  E. 
Helena  Public  Library 
Hepuer,  Mr.  Adolph,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Home  Market  Club,  Boston 
Dlinois  State  Historical  Library  . 
Indian  Rights  Association 
Indiana,  State  of 

Jersey  City  Free  Public  Library  . 
Kebabian,  Mr.  J,  C. 
Land  of  Sunshine,  Publishers 
Lawrence  (Mass.)  Public  Library  . 
Leland  Stanford,  Jr.,  University 
Linton,  Mr.  W.  J. 
Los  Angeles  Public  Library 
Louisiana  Planter  Publishers 
Lowell,  City  of  . 
McLane,  Rev.  W.  W. 
Maimonides  Free  Library  (N.  Y.) 
Maiden  Public  Library  (Mass.) 
Manchester  City  Library 
Mass.  Bureau  of  Statistics  of  Labor 
Mass.  Free  Public  Library  Commission 
Medford  (Mass.)  Public  Library  , 
Mercantile  Library,  New  York 
Mercantile  Library  Association,  St.  Louis 
Mercantile  Library  Company,  Philadelphia 
Milwaukee  Public  Library  .  3  volumes; 

Minneapolis  Public  Library 
New  Haven,  City  of         .  .  . 

New  Haven  Board  of  Education  . 
New  Haven  Colony  Historical  Society 
New  Haven  Journal  and  Courier,  Publishers 
New  Haven  Palladium,  Publishers 


2  volumes 
1  volume;  1  report 
1  volume 
1  report 
1  report 
1  volume 
1  volume 
1  report 
1  report 
1  volume 
1  report 
1  report 
1  report 

1  volume;  1  bulletin 
2  volumes 

bulletin 

1  pamphlet 
bulletin 
1  report 

1  pamphlet 
1  volume 
1  volume 
1  volume 

Land  of  Sunshine 
bulletin;  1  report 
1  volume 
2  volumes 
1  volume;  1  report 
Louisiana  Planter 
1  volume 
1  volume 
1  report 
1  report 
1  volume;  1  report 

2  volumes 
2  volumes 

2  bulletins;  1  report 
1  report 
1  report 
1  report 

book  list;  bulletin;  report 
1  report 

2  volumes 
2  volumes 

1  volume 
Journal  and  Courier 
Palladium 
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New  Haven  W.  C.  T.  U. 
Newark  (N.  J.)  Free  Public  Library 
Newberry  Library,  Cliicago 
Newton  (Mass.)  Free  Library 
New  York  Free  Circulating  Library 
New  York  State  Library 
Northampton  (Mass.)  Public  Library 
Otis  Library,  Norwich,  Conn. 
Paradise  of  the  Pacific,  Publishers 
Paterson  (N.  J.)  Free  Public  Library 
Peabo(^y  Institute,  Baltimore,  Md. 
Peculiar  People,  Publishers 
Pierce  Steam  Heating  Company  . 
Peoria  (111.)  Public  Library 
Pigott,  Hon.  J.  P.,  M.  C. 
Piatt,  Mr.  Johnson  T.,  Estate  of 
Piatt,  Hon.  0.  H.,  U.  S.  Senate  . 
Pope,  Mr.  A.  A.  . 
Pratt,  Enoch,  Free  Library,  Baltimore 
Pratt  Institute  Library 
Portland  (Oregon)  Library  Association 
Providence  Athenaeum,  Providence,  R.  I 
Providence  Public  Library  .    2  pamphlets 

Railroad  Men's  Building  Library,  New  York 
Redwood  Library,  Newport,  R.  I. 
Reynolds  Library,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 
Rhode  Island  Historical  Society 
Rockwell,  Mr.  A.  A. 
St,  Johnsbury  (Vt  )  Athena3um 
St.  Louis  Public  Free  Library 
St.  Paul  (Minn.)  Public  Library 
Salem  (Mass.)  Public  Library 
San  Diego  (Cal.)  Public  Library 
Sargent,  Miss  Abby 
Scranton  (Penn.)  Public  Library 
Seymour  Record,  Publishers 
Southbridge  Public  Library 
Springfield  (Mass.)  City  Library 
Stevens  Indicator,  Publishers 
Taunton  (Mass  )  Public  Library 
Taylor,  T.,  M.  D.,  chief  Div.  of  Microscopy, 
Techniker,  Der,  Publishers 
Tennessee  University  Magazine,  Publishers 
Toronto  Public  Library, 
U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


.    Union  Signal 
1  report;  1  bulletin 
1  report 
1  report 
1  report 
1  volume 
1  report 
bulletin 
Paradise  of  the  Pacific 
1  volume;  1  report 
1  report 
Peculiar  People 
1  volume 
1  report 

volumes  of  public  documents 
20  volumes 
19  volumes 
1  pamphlet 

1  report;  2  volumes 

2  volumes;  bulletin 
1  report;  bulletin 

1  report 

;  1  volume;  1  report;  bulletin 
1  volume 
1  report 
1  pamphlet 
1  volume 

1  volume 

1  bulletin 

2  reports 
1  report 

volume;  2  reports;  bulletin 
1  report 
1  volume 

2  volumes 
Seymour  Record 

1  report 

pamphlet;  1  report;  bulletin 
Stevens  Indicator 
1  report;  1  volume 
Dept.  .  report 

.  Der  Techniker 
Tennessee  University  Magazine 
2  reports;  1  catalogue 
public  documents 


Ag 


U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Div.  Microscopy 
U.  S.  Bureau  of  American  Republics 


public  documents 
3  volumes 
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U.  S.  Bureau  of  Education 

6  volumes 

U.  S.  Census  Omce  .... 

3  volumes 

U.  S.  Civil  Service  Commission 

10  volumes 

U.  S.  Commission  of  Labor 

4  volumes 

U.  S.  Life  Saving  Service 

1  volume 

IT.  S.  OflSce  of  Road  Inquiry 

1  volume 

U.  S.  Patent  Office  .... 

1  volume 

U.  S.  State  Department,  Consular  reports 

13  volumes 

U.  S.  Treasury  Department,  Bureau  of  Statistics 

12  volumes 

University,  State  of  New  York 

3  pamphlets 

University  of  Tennessee 

2  volumes 

University  of  Vermont  .... 

1  volume 

Voorhees,  Hon.  D.  W.,  U.  S.  Senate,  Chairman 

52  volumes 

Waltham  (Mass.)  Public  Library  .          .  i. 

1  report;  bulletin 

Wesleyau  University  .... 

.  1  volume;  1  catalogue 

TXT"     11                    H /T  T 

Wickham,  Mrs.  J.  D.  . 

1  volume 

Wilcox,  Mr.  W,  F. 

2  volumes 

Wilmington  (Del.)  Institute 

1  pamphlet 

Woburn  (Mass.)  Public  Library  . 

1  report;  1  bulletin 

Worcester  (Mass.)  Public  Library 

1  bulletin 

Yale  University  .... 

4  volumes 

Young  Men's  Institute  .... 

2  volumes 

Unknown  ..... 
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A.  Maxcy  Hiller. 

Term  expires  December  31,  1898. 

S.  R.  Avis. 

Term  expires  December  31,  1898. 

F.  W.  Skiff. 

Term  expires  December  31,  1898. 


ORGANIZATION* 

CHAIRMAN. 

Hon.  a.  C.  Hendrick,  Mayor,  ex-officio. 

PRESIDENT. 

A.  Maxcy  Hiller. 

SECRETARY.  ASSISTANT  SECRETARY. 

Benj.  R.  English.  F.  W.  Skiff. 

TREASURER. 

J.  Rice  Winchell. 

LIBRARIAN. 

Willis  K.  Stetson. 


TENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


DIRECTORS 


OF  THE 


FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


To  the  Honorable  Court  of  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  New 


The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library,  through 
its  Committee  on  Finance,  respectfully  submits  its  tenth  an- 
nual report. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  ending  September  30,  the  Library 
contained,  as  shown  by  the  report  of  the  Librarian,  33,081 
volumes,  being  an  increase  of  3,175  volumes  for  the  year. 

The  circulation  for  1895-6  was  243,219  volumes,  or  an 
increase  of  11,205  volumes  over  the  previous  year,  or  nearly 
five  per  cent. 

The  number  of  books  purchased  during  the  year  was  4,287, 
and  the  number  discarded  1,528,  or  about  twenty-five  per 
<ient.  more  than  the  previous  year.  This  is  accounted  for  by 
the  increased  circulation,  and  the  fact  that  the  books  are 
growing  older  every  year.  The  more  the  Library  is  appre- 
ciated and  used  by  the  public  the  oftener  will  the  books  wear 
out,  and  hence  the  oftener  the  necessity  of  replacing  them 
with  new  ones. 

With  this  fact  in  view  the  necessity  must  be  apparent  of 
keeping  up,  and  indeed  increasing  the  appropriations  for  the 
purchase  of  books  from  year  to  year,  and  also  to  meet  the 
increasing  running  expenses  of  the  Library. 

It  was  with  these  facts  in  mind  that  the  Board  of  Direct- 
ors thought  it  wise  to  ask  your  Honorable  Body  to  petition 
the  Legislature  to  amend  the  Charter  of  the  City  by  striking 
out  that  part  that  limits  the  appropriation  by  the  City  for 
the  Library  to  $15,000  a  year. 

The  necessity  also  for  more  floor  room  in  the  Library 
building,  as  set  forth  in  the  Librarian's  report,  must  be  met 
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ver}^  soon,  as  the  building  in  its  present  shape  will  soon  be 
entirely  inadequate  for  the  needs  of  the  Library.  We  have 
the  Library  established  in  our  midst,  and  we  respectfully 
submit  that  we  must  take  care  of  it.  It  being  the  handmaid 
and  companion  of  our  schools  and  the  University,  and,  there- 
fore, a  part  of  our  scheme  of  public  education,  we  ask  for  it 
liberal  support  in  the  matter  of  funds. 

The  appropriations  made  from  year  to  year,  by  exercising 
the  utmost  economy,  cannot  be  made  to  meet  more  than  the 
ordinary  expenses  of  the  Library.  How,  then,  are  we  to 
meet  the  requirements,  for  more  room  in  the  building  ? 
Extensive  alterations  and  addition's  must  be  made  that  will 
require  a  large  outlay  of  money.  To  meet  this  already 
urgent  and  growing  necessity  we  have  asked  your  Honor- 
able Body  to  take  the  needed  action  to  secure  from  the  Legis- 
lature at  its  coming  session  such  legislation  as  may  be  neces- 
sary to  enable  the  City  to  issue  its  bonds  to  an  amount  not  to 
exceed  $100,000  for  the  use  of  the  Library  for  this  purpose. 

We  feel  free  to  ask  for  our  Library  as  liberal  support,  at 
least,  as  is  extended  to  libraries  in  vSister  cities  of  equal  popu- 
lation and  wealth.  It  was  shown  in  the  report  of  last  year 
that  the  cost  of  maintaining  our  Library  is  far  below  that  of 
any  other  city  approaching  us  in  size  and  maintaining  a 
library.    The  showing  made  then  is  equally  true  now. 

For  details  of  management  and  expenses  we  refer  you  to 
the  reports  of  the  Treasurer  and  Librarian. 

The  estimated  expenses  for  the  following  year  are  as  fol- 


lows : 

Books     .......  $2,200 

Periodicals  aud  newapapers     ....  900 

Binding  books    ......  1.200 

Lighting           .  1,200 

Salaries  6,500 

Fuel       .......  500 

Printing  and  sLatiouery          ....  250 

Printed  catalogues       .....  500 

Repairs  and  furniture                                .  1,500 

Miscellaneous    ......  250 

Total   $15,000 


S.  R.  AVIS, 

M.  SONNENBERG, 

GEORGE  E.  BEERvS, 

Finance  Covimittee. 


TREASURER'S  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library  of  New  Haven  : 
Gentlemen:— I  have  the  honor  to  submit   the  following 
report  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  Free  Public 
Library  of  New  Haven  for  the  year  ending  October  31,  1896  : 


RECEIPTS. 

1895. 

V.  1.    Balance  as  per  anDual  report 

$  2,277.03 

1896. 

Received  from  the  City  of  New  Haven 

13,500.00 

Received  from  fines  on  overdue  books 

767.00 

Received  from  rents  of  old  Library  . 

731.22 

Received  from  sales  of  catalogues 

55.00 

Received  from  sales  of  old  periodicals 

25.00 

Received  from  Southern  N.  E,  Telephone  Co.  ground 

rent  to  Dec.  31,  1896  .... 

15.00 

Received  from  sales  of  old  furniture  . 

10.00 

Received  from  sales  of  old  books 

5.96 

Total  ...... 

EXPENDITURES. 

1  QQR 
lC5»D. 

For  salaries  ...... 

$6,170.97 

For  rent  of  old  library,  Chapel  street 

1,800.00 

For  new  books  ...... 

1,763.87 

For  rebinding  books  ..... 

1,459.84 

For  electric  lighting  ..... 

913.67 

For  periodicals  ...... 

825.55 

For  printing  ...... 

412.40 

For  coal  ....... 

310.50 

For  linotypes  and  composition 

179.01 

For  electric  wiring  and  fixtures 

167.60 

For  library  supplies  ..... 

70.99 

For  janitor's  supplies  ..... 

42.31 

For  miscellaneous  articles  .... 

422.86 

♦Balance  ...... 

$17,386.21 


$14,539.57 
2,846.64 


$17,386.21 


♦Subject  to  current  expenses  for  November  and  December,  1896. 
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EXPENDITURES  IN  DETAIL. 


SALARIES 


1896. 

Paid  W.  K.  Stetson,  librarian 
Paid  T.  H.  Smith,  cataloguer 
Paid  Miss  C.  E.  Herrick,  assistant 
Paid  Mrs.  E.  H.  Trusdell,  assistant 
Paid  Miss  Julia  Downes,  assistant 
Paid  M.  Lester  Baldwin,  assistant 
Paid  Miss  M.  L.  Hendrick,  assistant 
Paid  Miss  G.  F,  White,  assistant 
Paid  John  I.  Burt,  Jr.,  assistant 
Paid  George  Lovell,  assistant 
Paid  John  Tracy,  assistant  . 
Paid  Joseph  Mulcahy,  assistant 
Paid  F.  B.  Harrison,  assistant 
Paid  Arthur  Lovell,  assistant 
Paid  R.  L.  Doyle,  assistant  . 
Paid  Stephen  Perkins,  assistant 
Paid  A.  D.  Mullen,  assistant  . 
Paid  C.  E.  Tillotson.  janitor  . 


BOOKS. 

Paid  The  E.  P.  Judd  Co. 

Paid  Gustav  E.  Stechert 

Paid  The  D.  Van  Nostrand  Co. 

Paid  the  Boston  History  Co.  . 

Paid  Walter  S.  Bigelow 

Paid  James  H.  Lamb,  manager 

Paid  Howe  &  Stetson 

Paid  W.  H.  Moulthrop 

Paid  A.  P.  C.  Griffin  . 

Paid  Alice  W.  Rollins 

Paid  W.  M.  Griswold 

Paid  Franklin  Institute  of  Pennsylvania 

Paid  John  M.  Glenn.  Jr. 


REBINDING  BOOKS. 

Paid  Robert  Brooks 
Paid  Tuttle,  Morehouse  &  Taylor 
Paid  M.  Carbone 
Paid  D.  Adler 
Paid  Alex.  Mitchell  &  Co. 
Paid  The  Price,  Lee  &  Adkins  Co. 
Paid  M.  Packtor 
Paid  H.  H.  Peck 


$1,775.0(> 
770.00 
540.00 

540.  oa 

400.01 
360.00 
240.00 
240.00 
173.30 
147.50 
106.50 
96.50 
24.20 
21.92 
21.37 
8.00 
6.67 
700.00 


,337.60 
337.05 
36.32 
15.00 
10.00 
7.00 
5.25 
4.50 
3.60 
3.30 
1.50 
1.50 
1  25 


$861.53 
201.75 
121.15 
98.30 
69.35 
43.65 
38.79 
25.32 


,170.9T 


$1,763.87 


$1,459.84 
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RENT. 

Paid  Charles  H.  Webb,  attorney,  rent  old  library  $1,800.00 

 $1,800.00 

PERIODICALS. 

Paid  T.  H.  Pease  &  Son,  miscellaneous  .  .  $760.95 
Paid  Gustav  E.  Stechert,  foreign       .  .  .  56.60 

Paid  Cleveland  Public  Library  .  5.00 

Paid  The  Funk  &  Wagnalls  Co.         .         .         .  3.00 

  $825.55 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING. 

Paid  The  New  Haven  Electric  Company      .         .  $913.67 

 $913.67 

PRINTING. 

Paid  Tubtle,  Morehouse  &  Taylor      .         .         .  $412.40 

  $412.40 

COAL. 

Paid  W.  F.  Gilbert  $310.50 

 $310.50 

ELECTRIC  WIRING. 

Paid  The  New  Haven  Electric  Light  Company        .  $167.60 

 $167.60 

LINOTYPES  AND  COMPOSITION. 

Paid  The  New  York  Times  Publishing  company      .  $179.01 

  $179.01 

LIBRARY  SUPPLIES. 

Paid  Library  Bureau    .....  $70.99 

 $70.99 

JANITOR'S  SUPPLIES. 

Paid  The  Bradley,  Dann  &  Carrington  Co.  .  $36.66 
Paid  Linsley  &  Lightbourn  ....  4.05 
Paid  Silas  Galpin  .         .         .  1.60 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 

Paid  Robinson  &  Co.,  lamp  shades     .          .          .  $7.25 

Paid  New  Haven  Gas  Light  Co..  gas  .          .          .  3.87 

Paid  B.  Young,  removing  ashes        .         .          .  35.75 

Paid  George  Conquest,  removing  ashes        .          .  4.00 

Paid  C.  W.  Blakeslee  &  Sons,  sprinkling  street      .  9.00 

Paid  N.  T.  Bushnell  &  Co.,  door  checks       .         .  3.75 

Paid  L.  W.  Robinson,  architect's  services    .          .  2.00 

Paid  The  Chatfield  Paper  Co.,  paper            .          .  6.10 

Paid  The  Edward  P.  Judd  Co.,  stationery     .          .  18.88 

Paid  TheHygeia  Ice  Co.,  ice    ....  12.06 
Paid  The  New  Haven  Register,  three  copies  one 

year,  daily  and  Sunday,  to  July  1,  1896  .         .  24.00 
Paid  The  New  Haven  Palladium,  two  copies  fifteen 

months,  to  July  1,  1896    .          .       ,   .          .  15.00 
Paid  The  New  Haven  Journal  and  Courier,  two  cop- 
ies two  years,  to  January  1,  1897          .          .  12.00 
Paid  The  New  Haven  Morning  News,  two  copies  one 

year,  to  January  14,  1897            .          .          .  10.00 
Paid  The  New  Haven  Leader,  one  copy  one  year,  to 

April  9, 1897    5.00 

Paid  American  Paper  Goods  Co.,  card  pockets        .  8.75 

Paid  O.  A.  Dorman,  printing  reports            .          .  22.40 

Paid  India  Alkali  Works,  savogran             .          .  4.94 

Paid  Charles  P.  Thompson,  wax  polish         .          .  12.00 

Paid  Curtiss  &  Pierpont,  plumbing    .                    .  5.25 

Paid  Bassett  &  Reeves,  repairing  locks         .          .  1.50 

Paid  Borden  Index  Co.,  book  supports                   .  17.00 

Paid  John  Kinney,  binders     ....  31.45 

Paid  Library  Bureau,  catalogue  case           .          .  31.25 

Paid  The  Price,  Lee  &  Adkins  Co.,  printing  reports  17.00 

Paid  David  H.  Clark,  repairs  .          .          .          .  4.60 

Paid  Connecticut  Concrete  Co. ,  turfing         .          .  6.32 

Paid  The  Schorer  Co.,  shades  ....  3.00 

Paid  The  John  E.  Bassett  Co.,  wire  screen  cloth      .  1.60 
Paid  The  State  of  Connecticut,  certified  copy  of 

act  establishing  the  Library        .          .          .  1.75 
Paid  The  Buckingham,  Routh  Co. ,  repairing  steam 

boiler   30.39 

Paid  F.  A.  Bradley,  binders  for  periodicals  .         .  4.10 

Paid  W.  K.  Stetson,  traveling  expenses  to  Cleveland  40.00 

Paid  C.  A.  Blakeslee,  engrossing  letter         .          .  5.00 

Paid  New  Haven  Electric  Co.,  electrical  supplies     .  3.56 

Paid  C.  S.  Mersick  &  Co.,  flue  scraper         .         .  2.25 

$432.86 


Aggregate  expenditures 


$14,539.57 


FEEE  PUBLIC  LIBEAEY. 


9 


THE  MARETT  FUND. 

RECEIPTS. 

From  E.  G.  Stoddard,  trustee  .         .         .  $3,564.50 

 $2,564.50 

EXPENDITURES  FOR  BOOKS. 


Paid  The  Edward  P.  Judd  Co. 
Paid  Gustav  E.  Stechert 
Paid  L.  R.  Hazen 
Paid  Joseph  McDonough 
Paid  W.  H.  Kingsbury 
Paid  The  Price  &  Lee  Co. 
Paid  Bowers  &  Loy 

Paid  The  W.  H.  Parish  Publishing  Co. 

Paid  The  Boston  Book  Co. 

Paid  Balch  Bros. 

Paid  Leggatt  Bros. 

Paid  The  Desmond  Publishing  Co. 

Paid  D.  Appleton  &  Co. 

Paid  P.  M.  Haverty 

Paid  Detroit  Publishing  Co.  . 

Paid  D.  C.  Pratt 

Paid  Walter  S.  Houghton 

Total 


$1,398.92 
866.00 
124.50 
34.88 
23.75 
19.00 
17.50 
16.65 
16.25 
12.00 
11.00 

5.00 

5.00 

4.05 

4.00 

4.00 

2  00 

$2,564.50 


PRINCIPAL  OF  THE  MARETT  FUND. 

Invested,  as  per  report  of  November  1,  1891,         .  $61,000.00 

 $61,000.00 

The  interest  of  this  fund  is  applicable,  by  the  terms  of  the  legacy, 
solely  to  the  purchase  of  books  for  the  Free  Public  Library  of  New  Haven. 

TOTAL  RECEIPTS  FROM  THE  MARETT  FUND. 

During  the  year  1891  ......  $1,591.81 

During  the  year  1892  6,312.71 

During  the  year  1893  .....  4,467.59 

During  the  year  1894  .....  4,703.57 

During  the  year  1895  .                                       .  2,541.80 

During  the  year  1896  .....  2,564.50 

Total   $22,181.98 

All  of  which  has  been  invested  in  books  for  the  Free  Public  Library. 
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BOOKS  PURCHASED  FROM  CITY  FUNDS. 


During 
During 
During 
During 
During 
During 
During 
During 


the  year  1887 
the  year  1888 
the  year  1889 
the  year  1890 
the  year  1891 
the  year  1894 
the  year  1895 
the  year  1896 


(Exclusive  of  the  Marett  Fund.) 


Purchased  from  Marett  Fund  (as  above)  . 

Total  book  purchases  from  the  beginning  of  the 
library  to  October  31,  1896 


$5,061.17 
2,465.48 
2,636.45 
2.734.60 
1,984.07 
494.38 
1,018.79 
1,763.87 


$18,158.81 
22,181.98 


$40,340.79 


Respectfully  submitted, 


J.  RICE  WINCHELL, 

Treasurer. 


New  Haven,  October  31,  1896. 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 


To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library  of  New  Haven: 

Gentlemen: — I  present  herewith  the  annual  report  of  the 
Librarian  for  the  year,  October  1,  1895,  to  September  30,  1896. 


ADDITIONS  TO  THE  LIBRARY. 


By  purchase 
By  binding  periodicals 
By  gift  . 
By  exchange 

Total 

Deduct  volumes  discarded 
Deduct  volumes  lost  and  paid 
Deduct  volumes  exchanged 

Total 

Net  increase 
Reported  last  year 

Number  September  30,  1896 


for 


Volumes. 

4,287 
187 
327 


1,528 


4.739 


1,564 

3,175 
29.906 

33,081 


Duplicates  for  sale  and  exchange,  collections  of  the  Con- 
necticut Medical  Society  and  of  City  documents  from  the 
Mayor's  office,  the  set  of  the  Palladium^  and  other  collections, 
not  belonging  to  the  Library,  deposited  for  reference,  are  not 
included. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  number  of  books  bought  is 
nearly  1,400  volumes  more  than  the  previous  year,  which  is 
due  to  the  increase  of  $1,500  in  the  amount  appropriated  by 
the  City  government. 

WORN-OUT  BOOKS. 

The  number  of  volumes  discarded  because  worn  out  was 
about  twenty-five  per  cent,  more  than  it  was  the  year  preced- 
ing. This  is  natural,  as  the  Library  is  older  and  the  books 
originally  added  are  more  nearly  worn  out  all  the  time;  and 
also  because  in  the  department  of  fiction  the  ratio  of  volumes 
in  the  Library  to  the  number  of  times  circulated  is  perhaps  a 
little  more  favorable  to  wear  and  tear.  A  large  proportion 
of  the  books  worn  out  are  stories;  although  in  other  depart- 
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ments,  as  juvenile  history  and  biography  especially,  in  the 
^g'fei'sg'ate  a  goodly  number  of  volumes  have  to  be  replaced 
each  year. 

GIFTS. 

The  number  of  volumes  given  is  a  little  larger  than  the 
number  reported  for  1894-5.  The  most  noteworthy  gift  was 
six  of  the  Jeypore  portfolios  of  architectural  details,  a  beau- 
tiful and  costly  work,  presented  by  His  Highness,  the  Maha- 
rajah of  Jeypore,  India.  Our  thanks  are  due  to  Hon.  N.  D. 
Sperry  and  to  Hon.  Orville  H.  Piatt  for  many  gifts  of  United 
States  public  documents. 

NUMBER  OF  BORROWERS. 

The  number  of  persons  to  whom  new  cards  (including  re- 
newals) were  issued  is  6,810 — in  increase  over  the  previous 
3^ear  of  756.  Extra  cards  allowing  the  use  of  an  extra  book 
not  fiction  or  current  numbers  of  magazines  are  not  enu- 
merated. These  cards  are  usually  issued  on  request.  The 
total  number  of  borrowers  September  30,  1896,  was  12,863; 
increase  about  the  same  per  cent,  as  the  year  before. 

CIRCULATION. 

The  number  of  volumes  issued  each  month  is  shown  by  the 


following  table: 
1895. 

October    .....  19,209 

November          ....  22,555 

December          ....  21,003 

1890. 

January    .....  22,784 

February  .....  22,650 

March      .....  25,357 

April       .....  20,328 

May         .....  17,240 

June   17,941 

July   17,506 

August     .....  18,270 

September          ....  18,376 


Total  ....  243,219 


The  increase  over  the  preceding  year  was  11,205  volumes. 
The  use  in  the  schools  is  not  included.  In  two  districts  this 
was  about  800  per  month. 
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CHARACTER  OF   THE  CIRCULATION. 


There  is  little  change  in  the  proportions  which  the  various 
departments  of  literature  contribute  to  the  circulation  from 


year  to  year.   As  usual,  the  circulation, 

in  number  of  volumes 

and  percentage,  is  given  here  : 

Class. 

Times  issued. 

Per  cent. 

Philosophy  ...... 

1,441 

.58 

Religion  and  mythology  .... 

2,924 

1.23 

Sociology  ...... 

3,239 

1.35 

Language  ...... 

575 

.23 

Natural  science        .          .          .          .  . 

5,046 

2. 

Useful  arts  ...... 

4,105 

1.63 

Fine  arts  and  amusements  .... 

4.775 

1.95 

Geography  and  travel         .          .          .  . 

6,497 

2.65 

Biography  ...... 

6.462 

2.6 

History  ...... 

8,929 

3.6 

Literature  and  miscellany  .... 

16,724  ^ 

Magazines  in  numbers  .... 

7,242  \ 

9.8 

Poetry  and  drama  ..... 

3,327 

1.4 

Adult  fiction  ...... 

124,079 

51.4 

Juvenile  fiction        .          .          .          .  . 

47,854 

19.5 

This  year,  for  the  first  time,  a  separate  account  was  kept 
of  the  circulation  of  juvenile  non-fiction.  Sixteen  thousand 
volumes  were  circulated,  a  little  more  than  one-fourth  of  the 
total  circulation  of  non-fiction.  There  is  a  slight  increase  in 
the  percentage  of  adult  fiction,  and  a  slight  decrease  in  that 
of  juvenile  fiction.  The  difference  is  not  great  enough  in 
either  case  to  warrant  any  conjectures  as  to  the  causes. 


IMPROVEMENTS  AND  CHANGES. 

No  changes  in  particular  have  been  made  since  last  report, 
except  placing  some  of  the  art  books  in  a  separate  room 
(which  is  really  wanted  for  other  purposes).  But  the  great 
relief  which  has  come  from  those  made  just  before  the  last 
report  was  given,  has  been  apparent  during  the  year.  The 
increased  space  for  periodicals  and  for  reference  books  has 
had  great  advantages;  the  separation  of  the  Children's  de- 
partment has  been  a  great  relief,  in  school-time,  for  the  older 
persons.  But  the  arrangements  of  the  Children's  department 
have  been  partly  disappointing,  and  plans  were  made  in 
September  to  improve  arrangements  by  giving  more  space 


14 


CITY  OF  NEW  HAVEN. 


for  the  charging  desk.  This  space  has  been  taken  from  the 
newspaper  reading-room,  and  the  latter  suffers  accordingly. 
Both  the  Children's  department  and  the  newspaper  reading- 
room  require  double  the  space  which  they  have,  for  satisfac- 
tion. There  is  also  need  for  more  room  for  bookcases.  In 
five  years  the  floor  space  required  for  the  Library  has  doubled, 
and  I  think  likely  the  same  statement  can  be  made  five  years 
hence.  It  is  certainly  true  that  double  the  space  ought  to  be 
in  use  if  the  Library  is  to  rank  with  those  who  do  most  for 
their  communities  in  cities  which  rank  with  New  Haven  in 
population  and  wealth.  As  we  are  now  using  all  the  building 
in  its  present  form,  this  means  doubling  the  capacity  of  the 
building  by  alterations,  which  should  be  begun  as  soon  as 
possible. 

OPEN  SHELVES. 

Over  a  year's  experience  in  admitting  the  public  to  the 
shelves,  in  fact  expecting  patrons  to  select  books  from  the 
shelves,  although  books  are  brought  by  the  attendants  when 
it  is  so  requested,  is  sufiicient  to  show  that  the  public  is  much 
pleased,  and  disadvantages  to  the  Library  are  much  less  than 
in  some  respects  was  feared.  The  fear  that  much  more  room 
would  be  needed  is  unfounded,  except  as  regards  fiction.  The 
loss  of  books  has  not  been  as  large  as  might  have  been  looked 
for.  No  larger  force  is  necessary  on  account  of  the  labor  re- 
quired to  keep  books  in  order;  what  is  gained  in  not  having 
lists  to  look  up  can  be  spent  in  attending  to  the  shelves.  In 
my  judgment  the  plan  is  a  success,  and  so  long  as  present 
conditions  continue,  I  think  it  should  be  continued  in  opera- 
tion. 

THE   SCHOOLS  AND   THE  LIBRARY. 

The  work  in  connection  with  the  schools  embraces  the 
following  features:  1st,  special  cards,  issued  to  teachers 
allowing  them  five  books  for  use  in  their  school  work  in 
addition  to  their  regular  cards;  2d,  collections  of  twenty-five 
copies  of  w^orks  of  single  authors,  which  are  read  in  the 
upper  grades  of  each  district,  and  pass  from  district  to  dis- 
trict; 3d,  miscellaneous  lots  of  fifty  books,  which  have  been 
sent  to  two  districts  situated  some  distance  from  the  Library. 
The  results  show  that  these  methods  of  co-operation  ought 
to  be  continued  and  extended  as  far  and  as  rapidly  as  possible. 
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The  following  letter  from  the  principal  of  Day  School  is 
interesting-  in  this  connection  : 

Day  School,  October  28,  1896. 

Mr.  C.  A^.  Kendall: 

Dear  Sir  : — 1  wish  to  make  this  report  of  the  use  and  value 
of  the  books  so  kindly  loaned  to  us  by  the  Public  Library. 
Owing  to  the  lack  of  a  book-case  it  was  not  convenient  to 
keep  the  books  together  and  have  all  the  scholars  choose 
from  all  the  books,  so  I  tried  the  plan  of  each  teacher  of  my 
eight  highest  rooms  taking  charge  of  six  books  for  her  own 
scholars'  use.  I  found  this  plan  more  successful  than  I  an- 
ticipated; it  certainly  resulted  in  more  pupils  drawing  out 
the  books  than  would  have  done  so  by  the  other  method.  The 
first  fifty  books  were  picked  out  by  m3^self  from  the  books 
then  on  hand;  but  Mr.  Stetson  generously  gave  us  the  privi- 
lege of  choosing  any  books  in  the  children's  library,  which 
he  would  then  save  for  us;  so  I  bought  a  catalogue  and  al- 
lowed my  teachers  to  select  each  six  books  which  they  wished 
to  have  in  their  room. 

I  found  this  much  increased — if  that  were  possible — the 
interest  of  the  teachers.  It  shows  the  interest  that  the  schol- 
ars took  when  I  state  that  I  now  have  on  hand  about  one 
hundred  application  blanks  signed  by  the  scholars  and  their 
vouchers,  and  that,  too,  when  no  scholar  who  already  had  a 
card  was  allowed  to  take  the  books,  and  only  the  scholars  in 
the  eight  highest  rooms. 

I  have  noticed  that  more  scholars  in  rooms  5,  6,  7  and  8  took 
books  than  in  rooms  9,  10,  11  and  12,  for  two  reasons,  one  be- 
cause fewer  of  them  already  had  library  cards,  while  the 
scholars  in  the  upper  rooms  did  not  have  as  much  time.  The 
teachers  in  the  first  set  of  rooms  let  their  books  out  for  home 
reading,  while  the  teachers  in  the  second  group  prefer  to  use 
the  books  in  the  school-room  in  connection  with  their  studies. 
Almost  unanimously  they  esteem  the  privilege  and  appre- 
ciate its  benefits. 

Some  statistics  may  be  interesting;  in  one  room  the  books 
were  taken  out  140  times  altogether  by  twenty  different  schol- 
ars; in  another  room  the  twelve  books  were  taken  121  times  by 
sixteen  different  scholars;  one  teacher  states  that  nearly  three- 
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fourths  of  her  pupils  used  the  books,  each  scholar  reading 
about  eight  books;  this  same  teacher  found  them  of  great  help 
to  the  poor  readers,  also  increasing  their  vocabulary  wonder- 
fully, they  were  so  anxious  to  read  them.  Some  teachers 
allowed  those  pupils  who  had  finished  their  work  and  did  it 
well  to  use  the  books  in  the  school  room,  finding  this  method 
helped  the  discipline  very  much. 

In  the  upper  rooms  the  teachers  used  the  books  to  arouse 
interest  in  the  various  studies,  at  every  opportunity  referring 
to  them  in  the  class.  In  order  to  look  at  the  books  many 
scholars  were  induced  to  come  early,  thus  aiding  in  setting 
the  example  of  promptness.  The  teachers  do  not  know 
whether  the  books  havet  influenced  the  home  life  or  not,  and 
I  have  not  questioned  the  scholars  at  all.  For  several  rea- 
sons I  should  prefer,  if  I  had  a  book-case  for  them,  to  have 
the  Library  loan  us — 100  books,  say — for  us  to  keep  as  long  as 
we  wish,  of  course  holding  them  always  subject  to  recall  or 
an  accounting.  If  thus  the  Public  Library  could  have  an 
adjunct  circulating  library  in  many  schools,  its  influence 
upon  the  school  children  in  the  City  would  be  enormous. 

Expressing  our  gratitude  for  past  favors  to  those  to  whom 
our  thanks  are  due,  and  eagerly  desirous  of  having  this  priv- 
ilege continued,  I  remain, 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

D.  D.  LAMBERT, 

Principal  Day  Distric. . 

REFERENCE  WORK. 

Statistics  of  reference  use  of  the  Library  have  not  been 
kept.  But  there  has  been  a  marked  increase  in  the  calls 
made  upon  the  Library  staff  for  help  in  getting  books  for 
information  on  specific  topics,  where  usually  the  catalogues 
afford  little  aid.  Although  there  is  a  greater  number  of 
books  in  the  reference  room  than  there  used  to  be,  which  are 
much  used,  yet  a  large  part  of  the  reference  work  must  be 
conducted  at  the  shelves  of  the  main  collection,  and  here  in 
fact  much  is  done  without  aid  from  assistants  by  persons 
who  go  directly  to  the  shelves  and  search  for  themselves.  I 
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am  inclined  to  think  that  it  would  be  well  to  re-arrange  the 
bookcases  so  that  tables  would  be  near  all  the  cases,  on  much 
the  same  plan  as  the  library  of  the  Hartford  Theological 
Seminary  is  arranged,  where  the  bookcases  are  placed  com- 
pactly on  either  side  of  a  space  where  tables  are  situated.  This 
arrangement  brings  the  books  and  facilities  for  their  use 
close  together,  and  would  probably  save  considerable  time, 
be  likely  to  call  the  attention  of  the  inquirer  to  more  books 
which  he  needs  to  consult,  besides  being  more  convenient 
for  all  concerned.  More  space  would  be  required,  but  proba- 
bh'  not  much  more. 

CATALOGUES  AND  BULLETINS. 

During  the  year  a  second  supplement  was  issued.  This 
was  printed  from  linotype  as  the  first  was.  The  composition 
was  by  the  New  York  Times  Publishing  Co.,  and  was  well 
done  and  with  great  promptness.  Nearly  a  year  has  elapsed 
since  the  manuscript  was  prepared  for  the  supplement,  and 
therefore  the  printed  catalogue  is  a  year  behindhand,  except 
as  provided  for  by  the  bulletin.  The  bulletin  published  by 
James  R.  Bolton  &  Co.,  free  of  cost  to  the  Library,  for  free 
distribution,  is  neatly  printed,  and  it  is  hardly  necessary  to 
add,  useful  and  acceptable  to  the  users  of  the  Library.  It  can- 
not, however,  fill  the  place  of  a  catalogue,  owing  to  the  prac- 
tical impossibility  of  searching  through  a  number  of  bul- 
letins for  any  particular  book  wanted.  Our  printed  cata- 
logue being  now  in  three  parts,  probably  it  will  be  well  to 
consolidate  the  two  supplements  and  incorporate  the  subse- 
quent additions  with  them  into  one  alphabetical  arrange- 
ment, as  the  linotype  process  is  adapted  to  do.  The  juvenile 
catalogiie  is  nearly  out  of  print,  and  in  addition,  many  of 
the  book  numbers  have  been  changed  so  as  to  make  the  old 
catalogue  misleading  in  many  instances.  A  new  edition 
would  therefore  be  useful. 

INCREASED   RESOURCES  NEEDED. 

The  work  of  the  Library  is  much  hampered  by  lack  of 
sufficient  funds.  The  Library  is  not  able  in  any  adequate 
measure  to  meet  the  constantly  .increasing  demands  upon  it. 
I  believe  the  City  is  as  well  able  to  give  the  Library  proper 
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support  as  Springfield,  or  Worcester,  or  other  cities.  The 
increased  appropriation  which  was  made  for  the  current 
year  has  made  possible  the  purchase  of  more  books;  but 
there  is  a  great  need  of  money  to  make  the  books  we  have 
of  more  use  to  the  public  in  their  studies.  In  every  respect 
there  is  need  of  more  facilities  for  the  most  important  duties 
which  the  Library  must  fulfill. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WILLIS  K.  STETSON, 

Librarian. 


LIST 


OF  DONORS. 

1895-1896. 


1  report 


Aguilar  Free  Library,  New  York  City 
American  Unitarian  Association 
Amherst  College 

Apprentices*  Library,  Philadelphia 
Armour  Institute,  Chicago 
Atkinson,  Edward 
Bangor  (Me.)  Public  Library 
Billings,  M.  R.  . 
Blake,  Henry  T.  . 
Boston  Public  Library 
Boston  Record  Commission 
Bowdoin  College  Library 
Bowker,  R.  R.  . 
Bridgeport  (Conn.)  Public  Library 
Bristol  (Conn.)  Public  Library 
Brookline  (Mass.)  Public  Library 
Brooklyn  Library  . 
Brown  University 
Buffalo  Library,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  . 
Bureau  of  the  American  Republics 
Cambridge  (Mass.)  Public  Library 
Carnegie  Library,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Clerkenwell  Public  Library,  London 
Cleveland  (0.)  Public  Library 
Connecticut  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 
Connecticut  Board  of  Education 
Connecticut  Board  of  Health 
Connecticut  State  Library 
Connecticut  State  Board  of  Trade 
Detroit  Public  Library 
Fitts,  George  H.  . 
Fletcher  Free  Library,  Burlington,  Vt. 
Forbes  Library,  Northampton,  Mass. 
General  Society  of  Mechanics  and  Tradesmen, 
Gloversville  (N.  Y.)  Free  Library 
Grand  Rapids  (Mich.)  Public  School  Library 
Green,  S  S.  .  .  .  " 

GriflBn,  Miss  .... 


Eng. 


1  report 
1  volume 
1  volume 
1  report;  1  bulletin 
1  volume 
1  volume 
1  report 
1  volume 

1  volume  and  unbound  periodicals 
1  volume;  monthly  bulletins 
2  volumes 
3  pamphlets 
1  volume 
1  report 

1  accession  list;  1  report 
bulletin;  handbook;  report 
1  report;  1  volume 
1  volume 
1  report 
2  volumes 
bulletin;  1  report 
2  volumes;  1  report 
1  report 
1  report 

2  volumes 
1  volume 

3  volumes 
8  volumes 

1  volume 
1  report;  2  volumes 
1  volume 
1  report 
1  report 
1  report 
1  report 
report;  1  volume 
2  pamphlets 
2  volumes 


New  York  City 
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Hartford  (Coud.)  Public  Library 
Hartford  Theological  Seminary 
Helena  (Mont.)  Public  Library 
Hendrick,  B.J. 

Home,  S.  B.,  Commissioner  of  Labor 
Hubbard,  Dr.  S.  G. 

Humphreys  Branch,  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution 


1  pamphlet;  monthly  bulletins;  1  report 

1  pamphlet 
bulletins 
1  volume 
1  volume 
1  volume 
2  volumes 


Jersey  City  Free  Public  Library 
Judd,  E.  P.  . 
Lawrence  (Mass.)  Public  Library 
Libraries  and  museums 
Los  Angeles  (Cal.)  Public  Library 
Lynn  (Mass.)  Public  Library 
Macullar,  Parker  &  Co. 
Maharajah  of  Jeypore,  The 
Maimonides  Free  Library,  New  York  City 
Maiden  (Mass.)  Public  Library 
MSS.  Exchange  Co.  .  .  . 

Med  ford  (Mass.)  Public  Library  . 
Mercantile  Library,  New  York  City 
Mercantile  Library,  Philadelphia 
Milwaukee  (Wis.)  Public  Library 
Minneapolis  (Minn.)  Public  Library 
Missouri  Botanical  Garden 
New  Bedford  (Mass.)  Free  Public  Library 
New  Britain  Institute 
New  Hampshire  Board  of  Library  Commissioner 
New  Haven,  City 
New  Haven,  Town 
New  Haven  Journal  and  Courier 
New  Haven  Palladium 
New  Haven  Union 
New  London  (Conn.)  Public  Library 
New  York  Free  Circulating  Library 


New  York  Free  Circulating  Library,  George  Bruce  Branch 


New  York  State  Library, 
Newark  (N.  J.)  Free  Public  Library 
Newton  (Mass.)  Free  Library 
Northampton  (Mass.)  Public  Library 
Northern  Pacific  Railroad 
Osterhout  Library,  Wilkes  Barre,  Pa 
Pack  tor,  M. 

Passaic  (N.  J.)  Public  Library 
Paterson  (N.  J.)  Free  Public  Library 
Peabody  Institute,  Baltimore,  Md. 
Peoria  (111.)  Public  Library 
Philadelphia,  Library  Company  of 


monthly  bulletins;  1  report 
3  volumes 
monthly  bulletins;  1  report 
1  report 
1  report 
1  report 
1  volume 
6  volumes 
1  report 
1  report 
1  volume 
1  report 
1  report 
bulletins;  1  report 
bulletins;  1  report 
1  report 
1  report 
bulletin,  1  volume 
1  report 
1  pamphlet 
1  volume 
1  volume 
1  copy  of  paper,  daily 
1  copy  of  paper,  daily 
2  copies  of  paper,  daily 
bulletins 
1  report 


1  volume 
bulletins;  1  volume 
bulletins;  1  volume;  1  report 
1  report 
1  report 
1  volume 
1  volume 
1  volume 
1  volume 
1  report 
1  report 
1  pamphlet;  1  report 
1  report 
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Pigott,  James  P.,  M.  C.  .... 
Piatt,  0.  H.,  U.  S.  Senator 

Porter,  Miss  ..... 
Portland  (Me.)  Public  Library 
Portland  (0.)  Library  Association 
Pratt  (Enoch)  Free  Library  of  Baltimore 
Providence  (R.  I.)  Athenfeum 
Providence  (R.  I.)  Public  Library 
Publishers'  Weekly  Office 
Quincy  (Mass.)  Public  Library 
Redwood  Library  and  Athenaeum,  Newport,  R.  L 
Reynolds  Library,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 
St.  Louis  Mercantile  Library  Association 
St.  Louis  Public  Library  .... 
St.  Martin-in-the  Fields  (etc.)  Public  Library,  London 
St.  Paul  (Minn.)  Public  Library  . 
Salem  (Mass.)  Public  Library 

San  Francisco  Free  Public  Library  bulletins 
Scranton  (Pa.)  Public  Library 
Seattle  (Wash.)  Library  Commission 
Sperry,  N.  D.,  M.  C. 
Somerville  (Mass.)  Public  Library 
Southbridge  (Mass.)  Public  Library 
Springfield  (Mass  )  Cily  Library  Association 
Stanford  (Leland)  Junior  University 
Stratford  (Conn.)  Library  Association 
Tillinghast,  C.  L.  . 
Toronto  (Can.)  Public  Library 
U.  S.  Bureau  of  Education 

U.  S.  Fish  Commissioner  .... 
U.  S.  Geological  Survey  .... 
U.  S.  Interior  Department 
U.  S,  Life  Saving  Service 

U.  S.  National  Museum  .... 
U.  S.  State  Department  .... 
U.  S.  Bureau  of  Statistics,  Treasury  Department 
U.  S.  Treasury  Department 
University  of  California  .... 
University  of  State  of  New  York 
University  of  Vermont  .... 
Waltham  (Mass.)  Public  Library  . 
Wesleyan  University  .... 
Winchell,  J.  Rice  ..... 
Woburn  (Mass.)  Public  Library 
Yale  University  ..... 
Young  Men's  Institute,  New  Haven,  Conn. 
Unknown  donors  .... 


41  volumes 
43  volumes 
63  numbers  of  tracts 
1  volume 
1  report 
1  report 
bulletin;  1  report 
bulletins;  1  report 
1  volume 
1  report 
1  report 
1  report 
1  pamphlet;  1  report 
1  report 
1  report 
1  report 
3  volumes;  1  report 
1  report;  1  volume 
bulletin 
1  report 
35  volumes 
1  report 
1  report 
1  report 
2  volumes 
1  report 
1  volume 
2  volumes 
4  volumes 
8  volumes 
25  volumes 
2  volumes 
1  volume 
2  volumes 
10  volumes 
12  volumes 
2  volumes 
1  volume 
pamphlets;  bulletin 
1  volume 
bulletin 
2  volumes 
1  volume 
1  report 
1  pamphlet;  1  volume 
book  list 
19  volumes 
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PERIODICALS  GIVEN. 


C.  T.  A.  News  .... 
Christian  Register  ... 
Citizen,  The  .... 
Civil  Service  Chronicle 
Congressional  Record 
Connecticut  Posten 
Connecticut  Republikaner  . 
Holy  Cross  Purple  . 
Home  Market  Bulletin 
Journal  of  Zoophily 
Jurnal  of  Orthoepi 

Land  of  Sunshine  .... 
Loomis'  Musical  and  Masonic  J^ournal 
Louisiana  Planter  ..... 
Monthly  Bulletin,  Bureau  of  the  American  Republics 
Monthly  Crop  Bulletin       .  .  .     U.  S 

Monthly  Summary  of  Finance  and  Commerce 
Monthly  Weather  Review  .  .  .      U.  S 

New  Earth,  The  ..... 

Ojai,  The  

Pacific  Northwest,  The  .... 
Paradise  of  the  Pacific,  The 


The 


Peacemaker,  The 
Peculiar  People,  The 
People,  The  . 
Philatelic  Californian, 
Printers'  Ink 
Royal  Arcanum  Guide 
Seymour  Record 
Tablet,  The 
Techniker,  Der 
Tennessee  University  Magazine 
Union  Signal,  The 
United  Ireland 
Vocalist,  The 
Westville  Times 


Publishers 
Publishers 
Publishers 
Publishers 

Publishers 
Publishers 
Publishers 
Publishers 
Publishers 
Publishers 
Publishers 
Publishers 
Publishers 
Publishers 
Department  of  Agriculture 
U.  S.  Bureau  of  Statistics 
Department  of  Agriculture 
Publishers 
Publishers 
Publishers 
Publishers 

President  of  the  Universal  Peace  Union,  Philadelphia 

Publishers 
Publishers 
Publishers 
Publishers 

Davenport  Council,  Royal  Arcanum 
Publishers 


W.  C  T 


Publishers 
Publishers 
Publishers 
U.  of  New  Haven 
Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell 
Publishers 
Publishers 
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J  897. 


DIRECTORS  OF  THE  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

J  897. 


Hon.  Frederick  A.  Farnsavorth,  Mayor,  ex-offido. 

A.  Maxcy  Hiller. 
(Resigned  August  1,  1897.) 
Term  expires  December  31,  1898. 

M.  SONNENBERG. 
Term  expires  December  81,  1897. 

Rev.  E.  S.  Lines. 
Term  expires  December  31,  1897. 

Benj.  R.  English. 
Term  expires  December  31,  1897. 

E.  P.  Root 
Term  expires  December  31,  1897. 

Theodore  Gruener. 
Term  expires  December  31,  1897. 

S.  R.  Avis. 
Term  expires  December  31,  1898. 

J.  Rice  Winchell. 
Term  expires  December  31,  1899. 

M.  E.  Chatfield. 
(Appointed  to  fill  vacancy  caused  by  the  resignation  of  A.  Maxcy  Hiller.) 
Term  expires  December  31,  1808. 

E.  P.  Arvine. 
(Appointed  to]fill  vacancy  caused  by  the  resignation  of  F.  W.  Skiff.) 
Term  expires  December  31,  1898. 


ELEVENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


DIRECTORS 


OF  THE 


FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


To  the  Honorable  Court  of  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  New 


As  is  provided  in  the  Charter,  the  Finance  Committee  of  the 
Board  of  Library  Directors  beg  leave  to  submit  their  report  for  the 
year  1897. 

The  Treasurer's  report  shows  in  detail  the  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures for  the  year ;  and  we  refer  you  to  the  report  of  the  Librarian 
for  facts  rel-ating  to  the  condition  of  the  Library,  including  addi- 
tions by  purchase  and  gift  to  the  shelves,  the  circulation — its  char- 
acter, etc.,  the  condition  of  the  building,  and  such  other  matters  as 
come  within  his  province  to  treat. 

There  is  little  that  is  new  and  nothing  that  is  striking  to  rei3ort 
as  to  the  condition  of  the  Library.  As  must  be  expected  in  our 
rapidly  growing  community  the  demands  upon  this  institution  con- 
tinue to  increase,  and  the  strain  upon  the  capacity  of  the  building 
in  its  present  condition  ;  the  necessity  from  time  to  time  of  adding 
to  the  working  force,  that  the  patrons  of  the  Library  may  be  proj^- 
erly  served  ;  the  continual  wear  and  tear  of  books,  the  purchase  of 
new  ones,  and  the  desirability  in  general  of  keeping  our  Library 
abreast  of  the  times,  are  matters  that  constantly  engage  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Board;  and,  feeling  as  we  do,  anxious  to  promote  its 
interest  and  welfare,  we  beg  leave  to  ask  your  consideration  of  the 
foUowins:  facts  : 

Section  105  of  the  Charter  of  the  City  provides  as  follows  : 
*'The  Board  of  Finance  shall  annually  appiopriate  a  sum  of  money 
not  to  exceed  twenty  thousand  dollars,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid 
[maintenance  of  the  Public  Library],  and  may  from  time  to  time 
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appropriate  in  addition  thereto,  sums  of  mone}^  for  building  pur- 
poses, repairs,  or  improvements  in  real  estate,  not  exceeding  twenty- 
five  thousand  dollars  in  any  five  years." 

1.  We  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  we  have  no  knowledge  of 
any  other  public  library  in  case  of  which  there  is  any  such  low  limit 
to  the  amount  which  may  be  appropriated.  By  the  provisions  of 
the  General  Statutes  libraries  organized  under  the  General  Statute* 
may  receive  annual  appropriations  not  to  exceed  1 3^  mills  on  the 
dollar  on  the  grand  list;  in  case  of  towns  no  limit  is  fixed.  The 
limit  by  special  act  in  the  case  of  this  Library  was  first  $10,000 
annually,  and  then  $15,000  ;  whence  it  might  be  inferred  that  it  has 
been  the  intention  of  the  Legislature  to  mention  a  sum  so  low  that 
the  Board  of  Directors  would  not  hesitate  to  ask  for  the  full  amount 
allowed  as  being  necessary  for  the  proper  maintenance  of  the 
Library.  It  is  certainly  below  the  amounts  appropriated  by  other 
cities  in  New  England  not  larger  than  New  Haven. 

2.  Worcester  appropriates  annually  over  $30,000  for  its  public 
library,  which  receives  also  an  income  from  invested  funds.  Spring- 
field appropriates  annually  about  $24,000  for  its  city  Library,  which 
receives  about  $3,500  additional  from  invested  funds.  The  amount 
appropriated  by  this  City  for  this  Library  was  $13,500  last  year, 
and  $14,000  this  year.  It  is  apparent  that  relatively  to  the  appro- 
priations for  other  city  departments,  the  appropriation  for  the  Library 
is  not  one-half  that  of  Worcester  or  of  Springfield  ;  and  would  still 
be  very  much  below  them  if  this  City  should  appropriate  the  full 
amount  of  $20,000.  On  the  other  hand  the  needs  of  this  Library 
are  as  great  as  in  either  of  the  cities  mentioned,  and  the  number  of 
books  circulated  is  considerably  greater  in  this  Library. 

3.  An  increase  in  the  amount  appropriated  would  be  of  greater 
benefit  proportionally  than  a  smaller  sum,  for  the  reason  tha;t  the 
fixed  charges,  lighting,  heating,  etc.,  would  remain  the  same,  and 
the  increase  would  go  for  books  and  periodicals,  improved  service, 
and  other  advantages  not  now  feasible  with  present  resources.  A 
comparison  of  the  accounts  of  expenditures  of  other  libraries  will 
show  that  this  is  usually  the  case,  fixed  charges  being,  generally 
speaking,  about  tlie  same  for  similar  libraries  ;  consequently  the 
libraries  receiving  the  larger  ap[)ropriations  do  so  much  more  for 
the  benefit  of  the  public.  The  two  libraries  above  mentioned  (Mich 
contains  over  100,000  volumes  ;  this  Library  about  38,000.  Worcester 
spends  over  twice  as  much  for  salaries  ;  Springfield  nearly  twice  as 


FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


5 


much.  These  cities  do  not  find  it  desirable  to  decrease  the  suras  spent 
for  books,  since  the  more  books  the  more  people  come  to  use  them, 
finding  their  needs  better  met  ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  those  libraries 
find  it  desirable  to  have  a  larcrer  staff,  with  better  trained,  and  there- 
fore better  paid,  assistants.  It  is  as  important  to  give  the  necessary 
help  to  people  to  get  hold  of  the  books  they  need  as  it  is  to  have  the 
books  in  the  library.  It  is  a  pressing  want  in  this  Library  to  furnish 
information  to  the  public  ;  and  it  is  therefore  highly  desirable  that 
the  appropriations  be  each  year  as  near  as  possible  the  limit  fixed  by 
law,  so  that  more  books  and  periodicals  may  be  purchased,  and  also 
better  service  given  to  the  public. 

4.  We  also  call  attention  to  the  steadily  increasing  circulation  of 
books,  requiring  a  larger  Library  staff  ;  and  to  the  increase  in  num- 
bers of  the  patrons  of  the  Library  by  the  inclusion  of  the  three  out- 
lying wards  within  the  city,  which  involves  a  sudden  increase  in  the 
numbers  of  those  who  are  eligible  for  Library  privileges. 

The  terms  of  service  of  Messrs.  Edwin  S.  Lines,  D.D.,  Benjamin 
R.  English,  M.  Sonnenberg,  E.  P.  Root,  and  Theodore  Gruener, 
having  expired  by  limitation,  their  places  were  filled  by  the  re- 
appointment of  all  except  Mr.  M.  Sonnenberg,  whose  place  was  filled 
by  the  appointment  of  Mr.  William  F.  Herz,  these  appointments 
having  been  made  by  his  Honor,  the  Mayor. 

Respectfully  submitted  by  the  Committee  on  Finance, 

SAMUEL  R.  AVIS. 


WILLIAM  F.  HERZ. 


TREASURER'S  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library  of  Nem 
Haven : 

Gentlemen  :— I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report 
of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  Free  Public  Library  of 
New  TIaven  for  the  fourteen  months  ending  December  31,  189*7  : 


RECEIPTS 

1896. 

Nov.  1.    Balance  as  per  annual  report 
1897. 

Received  from  the  City  of  New  Haven 
Received  from  fines  on  overdue  books 
Received  from  rents  of  old  Library 
Received  from  sales  of  periodicals 
Received  from  sales  of  old  books 
Received  from  ground  rent  for  telephone  pole  for 

one  year  ending  Dec.  31,  1897 
Received  from  sale  of  catalogue  cards 
Received  from  sale  of  old  carpet 
Received  from  miscellaneous  sources 

EXPENDITURES. 

1897. 

For  salaries — 14  months 
For  books — from  general  fuud 
For  betterments  and  repairs  of  buildiug 
For  re-binding  books  . 
For  electric  lighting 
For  furniture  and  repairs  of  same 
For  periodicals 

For  coal  .... 
For  rent  of  old  Library — Nov.  and  Dec,  1896 
For  printing  .... 
For  services  of  architect 
For  gas  lighting 
For  janitor's  supplies  . 
For  turfing  yard,  wire  fences,  etc. 
For  electric  light  wiring  and  fixtures 
For  catalogue  cards 
For  subscriptions  to  local  newspapers 


$  2,846.64 

13,500.00 
739.50 
239.98 
25.00 
20.00 

15  00 
14.80 
13  08 
32.00 


I  7.511.81 
2,666.48 
1,525.73 
1,154.59 
1,144.95 
911.40 
556.35 
525.50 
300.00 
294.87 
125.00 
107.23 
65.01 
59.25 
55.96 
52.84 
52.00 


$17,445.70 
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For  insurance  3  years  on  steam  boiler 

For  Welsbach  burners  and  fixtures  . 

For  repairs  on  steam  boiler 

For  stamped  envelopes 

For  removing  ashes  and  rubbish 

For  binding  magazines 

For  check  books 

For  ice  . 

For  traveling  expenses 

For  paper  and  stationery 

For  magazine  covers  . 

For  sundries  .... 

Dec.  31.  Balance 


$50.00 
41.60 
36.87 
33.30 
32.00 
25.15 
18.85 
15.61 
17.00 
15.10 
6.00 
40.25 


EXPENDITURES  IN  DETAIL. 


$17,440.70 
5.00 

$17,445.70 


SALARIES. 


1896-7. 

Paid  W.  K.  Stetson,  librarian 
Paid  T.  H.  Smith,  cataloguer  . 
Paid  Miss  C.  E.  Herrick,  assistant 
Paid  Mrs.  E.  H.  Trusdell,  assistant 
Paid  Miss  Julia  Downes,  assistant 
Paid  Miss  M.  L.  Hendrick,  assistant 
Paid  Miss  G.  F.  White,  assistant 
Paid  M.  Lester  Baldwin,  assistant 
Paid  George  Lovell,  assistant 
Paid  John  Tracey,  assistant  . 
Paid  F.  B.  Harrison,  assistant 
Paid  A.  D.  Mullen,  assistant  . 
Paid  L.  H.  Bronson,  assistant 
Paid  G.  E.  Nichols,  Jr.,  assistant 
Paid  W.  E.  Hilliard,  assistant 
Paid  C.  E.  Tillotson,  janitor  . 


BOOKS. 


Paid  The  Edward  P.  Judd  Co 
Paid  Gustav  E.  Stechert 
Paid  Lucius  A.  Hazen  . 
Paid  Joseph  McDonough 
Paid  Edgar  A.  Werner 
Paid  D.  H.  Kurd  &  Co. 
Paid  The  Treat  &  Shepard  Co 
Paid  J.  H.  W.  Cadby  . 
Paid  W.  B.  Clark  &  Co. 
Paid  A.  R.  Andrews 
Paid  The  Evening  Leader  Co. 


$2,100.00 
940.51 
630.00 
630.00 
466.68 
335.00 
280,00 
456.67 
178.75 
189.00 
162.80 
151.60 
130.80 
20.00 
10.00 
830.00 


$1,532.30 
712.71 
125.87 
36.83 
50.00 
30.00 
20.76 
20.00 
19.90 
18.50 
18.30 


$7,511.81 
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Paid  J.  F.  Sexton 
Paid  W.  H.  Kingsbury 
Paid  David  Levy 
Paid  Charles  Scribner's  Sons 
Paid  Library  Bureau  . 
Paid  The  Boston  Book  Co. 
Paid  D.  Appleton  &  Co. 
Paid  John  Williams  &  Co. 
Paid  The  Funk  &  Wagnalls  Co. 
Paid  T.  F.  Lamb 
Paid  Malley,  Neely  &  Co. 
Paid  The  W.  F.  Adams  Co. 


$11.25 
10.90 
6.50 
13.95 
6.38 
8.00 
5.00 
4.00 
3.75 
4.50 
3.58 
3.50 


$2,666.48 


BETTERMENTS  AND  REPAIRS  OF  BUILDING. 


Paid  Smith,  Sperry  &  Treat,  alterations  of  windowa 
Paid  John  H.  Piatt,  painting  .... 
Paid  The  G.  W.  Hazel  Co.,  repairing  gutters,  etc. 
Paid  William  R.  Allen,  painting  wall 
Paid  Geo.  W.  Dean,  putting  up  doors,  etc.  . 


RE 


Paid  Robert  Brooks 
Paid  Michael  Packtor 
Paid  D.  Adler  . 


BINDING  BOOKS. 


$1,010.00 
465.00 
38.00 
6.00 
5.88 


$660.35 
164.34 
147.15 


Paid  Henry  H.  Peck 

89.75 

Paid  William 

R.  Crawford 

68.00 

Paid  Albert  A.-Hyde  . 

25.00 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING. 

Paid  The  New  Haven  Electric  Co. 

as  follows : 

1896. 

Nov.  27. 

For  lighting  during  October,  1896 

$102.79 

Dec.  30. 

(<        <f  <( 

November,  '* 

139.37 

1897. 

Feb.  20. 

<(        <(  <( 

December,  " 

133  90 

Feb.  24. 

((        <(  <( 

January,  1897 

97.78 

March  31. 

February,  " 

89.61 

April  28. 

1  <        (<  (< 

March, 

82  01 

May  26. 

< (        II        1  < 

April,  " 

73.12 

June  30. 

May,  " 

62.93 

July  28. 

June,  " 

56.99 

Sept.  1. 

II        (1  i< 

July  and  August,  1897 

90.91 

Oct.  27. 

September,  " 

59.40 

Dec.  1. 

October,  " 

68.98 

Dec.  28. 

II        II        1 1 

November,  " 

87.16 

$1,525.73 


$1,154.59 


$1,144.95 
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PERIODICALS. 


Paid  Thomas  H.  Pease  &  Son 
Paid  Gustav  E.  Stechert 
Paid  The  Funk  &  Wagnalls  Co. 
Paid  The  Library  Bureau 


COAL. 


Paid  W.  F.  Gilbert  

RENT  OF  OLD  LIBRARY. 

1896. 

Paid  C.  H.  Webb,  agent,  for  Nov.  and  Dec,  1896  . 
(Expiration  of  10  years'  lease  of  old  Library.) 

PRINTING. 

1897. 

Paid  Tuttle,  Morehouse  &  Taylor 

Paid  ' '  Mac  "  Printing  Co.  .... 

Paid  The  Price,  Lee  &  Adkins  Co. 


ARCHITECT'S  SERVICES. 


Paid  L.  W.  Robinson 


GAS  LIGHTING. 
Paid  The  New  Haven  Gas  Light  Co.  . 

JANITOR'S  SUPPLIES. 

Paid  The  Bradley,  Dann  &  Carrington  Co.  . 
Paid  The  John  E.  Bassett  &  Co.  . 

GROUND  IMPROVEMENTS. 
Paid  Levi  Dorman,  turfing  .... 
Paid  George  W.  Dean,  wire  fence 


FURNITURE  AND  REPAIRS  OF  SAME. 

Paid  David  H.  Clark,  book- cases,  etc. 
Paid  Library  Bureau,  card  catalogue  cases,  etc 
Paid  Hammond  Typewriter  Co.,  repairs  on  type 

writer  .... 
Paid  The  Globe  Co.,  card  catalogue  case 
Paid  The  Chamberlain  F.  &  M.  Co.,  repairs 
Paid  The  India  Alkali  Works,  savogran 
Paid  H.  M.  Smith  &  Co.,  hard-oil  polish 


42.90 

30.00 
25.00 
14.15 
8.97 
3.50 


$481.90 
69.45 
3.00 
2.00 


$525.50 


$300.00 


$235.85 
42.02 
17  00 


$125.00 


$107.23 


$61.10 
3.91 


$56.65 
2.60 


$911.40 


$556.35 
$525.50 

$300.00 


$294.87 


$125.00 


$107.23 


$65.01 


$59.25 
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ELECTRIC  LIGHT  WIRING  AND  FIXTURES. 

Paid  The  New  Haven  Electric  Co.      .  .  .  $55.96 

 $55.96 

CATALOGUE  CARDS. 

Paid  Library  Bureau    .....  $52.34 

 $52.34 

SUBSCRIPTIONS  TO  LOCAL  NEWSPAPERS. 


Paid  Register,  tliree  copies  daily  and  Sunday,  eight- 

een months,  to  December  31,  1897 

Paid  Palladium,  one  copy  daily,  twelve  months,  to 

Tnlv  1  1fiQ7 

o  ixiy  ±f  loa  i  ..... 

ft  00 

Paid  Journal  and  Courier,  one  copy  daily,  twelve 

months,  to  January  \1,  1898 

K  An 
o.uu 

Paid  Leader,  one  copy  daily,  twelve  months,  to  April 

1,  lOoO  ...... 

O.l/U 

MISCELLANEOUS  ITEMS. 

Paid  V.  F.  McNeil  &  Co.,  insurance  on  steam  boiler 

three  years  ...... 

$50.00 

Paid  New  Haven  Gas  Light  Co.,  gas  fixtures 

38.20 

Paid  Welsbach  Commercial  Co.,  gas  fixtures 

3.40 

Paid  The  Buckingham-Routh  Co.,  repairs  on  steam 

boiler  ...... 

36.87 

Paid  Postmaster,  New  Haven,  stamped  envelopes  . 

33.30 

Paid  George  Conquest,  removing  ashes 

32.00 

Paid  Henry  H,  Peck,  binding  magazines 

25.15 

Paid  0.  A.  Dorman,  check-books 

18.85 

Paid  The  Hygeia  Ice  and  Water  Co. ,  ice  . 

15.61 

Paid  W.  K.  Stetson,  expenses  to  Annual  Conference 

17.00 

Paid  The  Chatfield  Paper  Co.,  paper  . 

7.79 

Paid  The  Edward  B.  Judd  Co.,  stationery 

7.31 

Paid  Henry  H.  Peck,  magazine  covers 

6.00 

Paid  Library  Bureau,  special  book  supports  . 

34.00 

Paid  David  H.  Clark,  wood  dummies 

5.25 

Paid  C.  Cowles  &  Co.,  rods  .... 

1.00 

$331.73 


Aggregate  of  expenses 
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THE  MARETT  FUND. 

This  fund  is  derived  from  a  legacy  left  by  the  late  Philip  Mai-ett, 
of  this  City,  for  the  purchase  of  books  for  our  Free  Public  Library. 
By  the  terms  of  the  bequest  only  the  income  from  the  principal  sura 
can  be  used,  and  this  must  be  applied  to  no  other  use  than  the  pur- 
chase of  books.  The  City  of  New  Haven  holds  the  fund  in  trust 
for  the  Library,  and  the  City  Treasurer  is  its  immediate  custodian. 
The  principal  sum  of  the  fund  at  the  present  time  is  sixty-eight 
thousand  dollars  (868,000) — having  received  an  accession  of  S7,000 
within  the  past  year  by  reversion  from  another  fund.  The  whole  of 
the  principal  is  invested  as  follows: 

INVESTMENTS. 

In  mortgage  notes,  with  approved  security,  interest 

payable  semi  annnally      ....  |31, 000.00 

In  City  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  5  per  cent.  Water  Bonds  20,000.00 

In  Town  of  Bethel.  Conn.,  4  per  cent.  Water  Bonds, 

maturing  in  1925    .          .                   .          .  6,000.00 

In  New  Haven  7  per  cent.  Sewerage  Bonds,  matur- 
ing in  1901           .          .          .          .          .  4,000.00 

In  Housatonic  R.  R.  Co.  5  per  cent.  Bonds,  matur- 
ing in  1937           .....  4,000.00 

In  New  Haven  &  Northampton  R.  R.  Co.  7  per  cent. 

Bonds        ......  2,000.00 

In  New  York  &  New  England  R.  R.  6  per  cent.  Bonds  1,000.00 

Total         ......  $68  000.00 

ANNUAL  INCOME. 

The  annual  income  from  the  foregoing  investments  (applicable 

only  to  the  purchase  of  books)  is  as  follows: 

Fifty-five  thousand  dollars  yielding  5  per  cent,  per 

annum        ......  $2,750  00 

Six  thousand  dollars  yielding  7  per  cent,  per  annum  420.00 

Six  thousand  dollars  yielding  4  per  cent,  per  annum  240.00 

One  thousand  dollars  yielding  6  per  cent,  per  annum  60.00 

Total   $3,470  00 

BOOKS  PURCHASED  DURING  FOURTEEN  MONTHS. 

The  following  described  purchases  of  books  were  made  during  the 
fourteen  months  ending  December  31,  1897,  from  the  Marett  Fund: 


Paid  The  E.  P.  Judd  Co. 
Paid  Gustav  E.  Stechert 
Paid  The  Baker  &  Tavlor  Co. 
Paid  The  D.  Van  Nostrand  Co. 
Paid  Lucius  R.  Hazen  . 
Paid  Isaac  Mendoza 


$1,662.33 
1,202.21 
182.70 
115.33 
104.45 
96.93 
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Paid  J.  H.  W.  Cadby  . 

Paid  The  Evening  Leader  Co. 

Paid  W.  H.  Kiny^sbury 

Paid  Marcus  White 

Paid  James  R.  Bolton  &  Co.  . 

Paid  The  Boston  Book  Co. 

Paid  Joseph  McDonough 

Paid  Silas  Farmer  &  Co. 

Paid  George  F.  Cram  . 

Paid  M.  Crane  . 

Paid  Peabody  Institute  Library 

Paid  T.  F.  Lamb 

Paid  Charles  Scribner's  Sons  . 

Paid  The  Journal  Publishing  Co. 

Paid  The  Cleveland  Public  Library 

Paid  The  Price  &  Lee  Co. 

Paid  '  History  of  Danbury"  . 

Paid  Library  Bureau  ,  . 

Paid  National  Educational  Association 

Paid  Edgar  A.  Werner 

Paid  John  M.  Glenn 


Received  from  C.  S.  Mersick,  Treasurer,  to  balance 


$55.18 
30  53 
23.92 
22.00 
20  00 
15.00 
12.15 
10.00 
8  50 
7.50 
7.00 
7  25 

5  40 

6  90 
5  00 
4  00 
3.25 
2.40 
2.00 
1.50 
1.25 


i;3,614.67 
3.614.67 


BOOK  PURCHASES. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  several  amounts  paid  by  the 
Cit}^  and  by  the  Marett  Fund,  from  the  establishment  of  the 
Library  to  December  31,  1897,  for  the  purchase  of  books: 


During 
During 
During 
During 
During 
During 
During 
During 
During 
During 
During 


the  year  1887 
the  year  1888 
the  year  1889 
the  year  1890 
the  year  1891 
the  year  1892 
the  year  1893 
the  year  1894 
the  year  1895 
the  year  1896 
the  year  1897 


By  City. 
$5,061.17 
2.465.48 
2.636.45 
2,734.60 
1,984.07 


494.38 
1.018.79 
1.763.87 
2,666.48 


By  Marett  Fund. 


$1,591.81 
6,312.71 
4.467.59 
4.703.57 
2,541  80 
2.564.50 
3.61467 


Total  expended  in  book  purchases 
to  Dec.  31.  1897  . 


$20,825.29     $25,796  65 


$46,621.94 


Note — During  the  years  1892  and  1893  no  Cit}^  funds  were 
available  for  book  ])urposes — all  being  required  for  current  ex- 
penses, repairs  and  improvements.  An  accumulajtion  of  several 
years'  back  interest  from  the  Marett  Fund  was  available  during  the 
years  1892,  1893  and  1894. 

Respectfully  submitted. 


J.  RICE  WINCHELL, 

IVeasurer. 


Nkw  Havkn,  December  31,  1897. 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT. 


To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Piiblic  Library  of  Neio 
Haven : 

Gentlemen: — I  present  herewith  the  annual  report  of  the 
Librarian  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1897,  including  also 
the  previous  three  months — October,  November  and  December,1896, 


ADDITIONS  TO  THE  LIBRARY. 
From  October  1  to  December  31,  1896  : 


By  purchase 

By  binding  periodicals 

By  gift  .... 

By  exchange 

Total  .... 
From  January  1  to  December  31,  1897 
By  purchase 
By  binding  periodicals 
By  gift  .... 
By  exchange 

Total  .... 

Grand  total  for  15  months  . 
Deduct  volumes  discarded 
Deduct  volumes  lost  and  paid  for 
Deduct  volumes  exchanged 


Net  increase  by  additions  . 
Total  in  Library  January  1,  1898. 


Volumes. 

1,268 
38 
54 
14 


5,421 
188 
462 

75 


1,700 
22 
16 


1,374 


6,146 


7,520 


1,738 
5,782 
38.863 


From  this  number  should  be  deducted  those  which  have  never  been 
returned  by  borrowers,  about  500,  perhaps,  in  the  whole  history  of 
the  Library. 

The  number  of  volumes  does  not  include  duplicates  for  sale  or 
exchange,  collections  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society  and  of 
City  documents  from  the  Mayor's  office,  the  set  of  the  Palladium, 


14 


CITY  OF  NEW  HAVEN. 


and  other  collections  not  belonging  to  the  Library,  deposited  for 
reference.  The  number  purchased  during  the  calendar  year  was 
1,134  more  than  the  number  purchased  during  the  year  covered  by 
the  last  previous  report. 


It  is  gratifying  to  record  that  the  number  of  volumes  give  is  lar- 
ger than  the  previous  year.  We  are  indebted  as  before  to  our  Con- 
gressman, Hon.  N.  D.  Sperry,  and  to  Senator  O.  H.  Piatt,  for  gifts 
of  government  documents.  A  list  of  donors  is  appended  to  this 
report. 


During  the  year  1897  the  number  of  persons  to  whom  new  cards 
were  issued  (including  renewals)  was  7,386 — an  increase  over  the 
previous  year  of  576.  The  total  number  of  persons  holding  Library 
cards,  good  for  two  years  from  date  of  issue,  was  14,206,  a  gain  of 
over  10  per  cent. 


The  number  of  volumes  issued  each  month  is  shown  by  the 
following  table  : 


GIFTS. 


NUMBER  OF  BORROWERS. 


CIRCULATION. 


1896. 


October 

November 

December 


22,309 
22,628 
22,769 


1897. 


January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 


25,221 
24,042 
26,455 
21,180 
19,520 
18,829 
18,812 
17,456 
18,597 
21,913 
24,305 
23,991 


July 

August 


September 
October 


November 
December 


Total  for  12  months  ending  October,  1897,  257,812;  previous  12 
months,  243,219,  an  increase  of  13,593. 
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Total  for  12  months  ending  December,  1897,  260,315;  the  latter 
number  will  be  the  basis  for  future  comparisons  in  reports. 

CHARACTER  OF  THE  CIRCULATION. 

From  year  to  year  there  is  very  little  change,  but  in  a  longer 
period  do  appear  quite  considerable  changes.  The  following  table 
shows  the  changes  as  compared  with  the  first  year  of  the  Library : 


Philosophy  . 
Religion  and  mythology 
Sociology 
Language  . 
Natural  sciences 
Useful  arts  . 
Fine  arts  and  amusements 
Geography  and  travel 
Biography  . 
History 
Literature  and  miscellany 
Magazines  in  numbers 
Poetry  and  drama  . 
Adult  fiction 
Juvenile  fiction 


1  ftQ7  Q 
loo  i — o 

1897  187-8 

1  fifl7 

low  1 

Vols. 

Vols.  Per  cent. 

Per  cent. 

523 

1,317 

.4 

.5 

.  555 

3,323 

.4 

1,3 

693 

3,727 

.5 

1.3 

80 

912 

.1 

.4 

.  1,745 

6,290 

1.3 

2.4 

.  1,628 

4,414 

1.2 

1.7 

.  1,390 

5,825 

1.0 

2.3 

.  4,948 

6,750 

3,6 

2.6 

.  3,017 

6,740 

2.2 

2.6 

.  4.492 

9,405 

3.2 

3.6 

.  2,723 

19.7721 

2.0 

10.8 

8.388  \ 

.  999 

4.952 

.7 

1.9 

.  81,419 

131,876 

58.7 

50.7 

.  34.362 

46,594 

25.0 

17  9 

138,574  260,315 


The  gradual  way  in  which  the  percentage  of  fiction  has  fallen  is 
shown  by  the  figures  for  the  whole  period:  1888,  83.5  per  cent. ; 
1889,  82.5  per  cent.;  1890,  81.8  per  cent.;  1891,  78.1  per  cent.;  1892, 
78.5  per  cent.;  1893,  75.5  per  cent.;  1894,  73.8  per  cent.;  1895,  70.1 
per  cent.;  1896,  70.9  per  cent.;  1897,  68.6  per  cent. 

While  the  total  annual  circulation  increased  in  10  years  about  88 
per  cent.,  the  increase  in  number  of  volumes  of  fiction  circulated 
was  lees  than  46  per  cent.  While  the  increase  in  the  number  of  vol- 
umes of  non-fiction  circulated  was  540  per  cent.,  the  increase  in  the 
number  of  volumes  in  the  library  wag  about  350  per  cent.  On  the 
whole,  therefore,  actual  statistics  and  the  tendencies  indicated  by 
thera  afford  grounds  for  satisfaction  and  hope.  Without  decrying 
the  reading  of  fiction,  one  may  consider  a  lessening  of  the  per- 
centage of  fiction  read,  and  a  large  increase  of  the  use  of  non-fic- 
tion, a  matter  for  congratulation. 
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OPEN  SHELVES. 

There  is  little  new  to  report  respecting  the  free  access  allowed  the 
public  to  all  the  shelves.  There  has  been  no  increase  in  the  number 
of  books  lost,  and  the  benefits  of  the  system  are  many  and  impor- 
tant. It  is  interesting  to  notice  that  a  large  number  of  libraries 
have  adopted  the  system  in  whole  or  part  in  the  past  year. 

RELATIONS  WITH  THE  SCHOOLS. 

There  is  nothing  new  to  report  on  this  head.  I  think  that  it  is 
time  that  more  should  be  done  in  using  the  schools  to  aid  the  Library 
in  reaching  children.  Great  attention  is  paid  to  this  department  of 
Avork  b}'-  many  of  the  best  libraries  in  the  country. 

IMPROVEMENTS  IN  THE  BUILDING. 

The  building  has  been  considerably  improved  during  the  past 
year.  The  insufticient  supply  of  daylight,  owing  to  the  smallness 
of  the  windows,  was  a  serious  difficulty,  which  the  enlargement  of 
some  of  the  windows  to  three  or  four  times  their  former  area  and 
capacity  has  largely  removed.  The  rearrangement  of  the  book- 
cases and  the  reference  tables  has  also  proved  to  be  an  improvement. 
This  re-arrangement  included  the  placing  of  reference  tables  in 
proximity  to  all  the  bookcases,  so  that  the  readers  are  enabled  to 
have  the  whole  collection  of  books  (so  far  as  they  are  not  in  circu- 
lation) at  hand  for  reference.  Formerly  a  few  books  were  in  the 
reference  room,  while  those  which  from  their  form  were  for  circu- 
lation, but  in  fact  were  about  as  useful  for  reference  purposes,  were 
in  the  main  collection.  The  gain  in  having  all  the  books  together 
is  considerable.  The  addition  of  new  bookcases,  the  new  arrange- 
ment of  charging  desk  down  stairs,  and  the  attendants'  cloak  room 
are  obvious  improvements. 

Tliere  is  still  a  lack  of  room  for  the  proper  administration  of  the 
Library.  Several  departments  are  crowded,  the  children's  room  in 
particular.  There  is  great  need  of  providing  more  floor  space  at 
the  earliest  possible  date. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


WILLIS  K.  STETSON, 

Librarian 


GIFTS. 


October  1,  1896  to  Janua 

1  Q  O  Q 

J.  oyo. 

Aguilar  Free  Library         .  . 

1  volume;  1  report 

American  Oriental  Society 

1  volume 

Amherst  College    .          .          .          .  . 

1  volume 

Apprentices'  Library,  New  York 

1  report 

Apprentices'  Library,  Philadelphia 

1  report 

Armour  Institute,  Chicago 

1  volume 

Baldwin,  Prof.  G.  S. 

7  volumes 

Baldwin,  W.  H.  . 

1  volume 

Bangor  (Me.)  Public  Library 

1  report 

Benton,  J.  H.,  Jr.  . 

1  pamphlet 

Betts,  F.  A. 

13  volumes 

Bimey,  W.  .... 

1  volume 

Blackstone,  James,  Memorial  Library,  Branford 

Conn 

1  volume 

Bolton,  C.  K. 

1  pamphlet 

Bonney,  Mrs.  L.  S. 

1  volume 

Boston  Public  Library 

3  volumes;  bulletins;  report 

Bowdoin  College  Library   .          .          .  . 

1  pamphlet 

Bridgeport  (Conn.)  Public  Library  and  Reading 

Room 

1  report 

Bristol  (Conn.)  Public  Library 

Bronson,  Silas,  Library,  Waterbury,  Conn. 

1  report 

Brookline  (Mass.)  Public  Library 

bulletins;  report 

Brooklyn  Library    .          .          .          .  . 

1  report 

Brown  University             .          .          .  . 

1  volume 

Buffalo  (N.  Y.)  City  Clerk  .          .          .  . 

1  volume 

Butricks,  W.  N.  . 

21  volumes 

California,  University  of  . 

1  volume 

Cambridge  (Mass.)  Public  Library 

bulletins;  report 

Carnegie  Library,  Allegheny,  Pa. 

1  report 

Carnegie  Library,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

bulletins;  report 

Chicago,  University  of  . 

1  volume 

Connecticut  Agricultural  Experiment  Station  . 

4  volumes 

Connecticut  Bureau  of  Education 

1  volume 

Connecticut  Board  o^  Health 

1  volume 

Connecticut  Public  Library  Commission 

1  volume 

Connecticut  Shell-fish  Commission 

1  volume 

Connecticut  State  Library 

5  volumes 

Connecticut  Society  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution 

1  volume 

Cowles,  J.  L. 

1  volume 

Crafts,  Capt.  S.  P. 

1  volume 

Crane,  Thomas,  Public  Library,  Quincy,  Mass.  . 

1  report 

Crerar,  John,  Library,  Chicago  . 

2  reports 

2* 
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Denver  (Col.)  Public  Library- 
Dover  (N.  H.)  Public  Library 
Drexel  Institute  .... 
Evanston  (111.)  Free  Public  Library 
Fitz  Public  Library,  Chelsea,  Mass. 
Fletcher  Free  Library,  Burlington,  Vt.  . 
Forbes  Library,  Northampton,  Mass. 
Gloversville  (N,  Y.)  Free  Library 
Grand  Rapids  (Mich.)  Public  Library 
Hartford  (Conn.)  Public  Library  . 
Hartford  Theological  Seminary 
Hopkins,  H.  .... 
Houghton,  Henry  G,,  Children  of 
Indianapolis  (Ind.)  Public  Library 
Indians'  Rights  Association 
Iowa  Masonic  Library,  Cedar  Rapids,  la. 
Jersey  City  Free  Public  Library  . 
Johnstone,  Mary  S.  .  .  . 

Judd,  The  E.  P.  Co.  .  .  . 

KendaU,  C.  N  

Larned,  Augusta  .... 

Lawrence  (Mass.)  Free  Public  Library 

Lincoln  (England)  Public  Library 

Lines,  Rev.  E.  S.,  D.D.  . 

London  (Eng.)  St.  Giles  Public  Library  . 

Los  Angeles  (Cal.)  Public  Library 

Lowell  (Mass.)  City  Library 

Lynn  (Mass.)  Public  Library 

Lyon  &  Healy  ... 

McCormick  Harvesting  Machine  Co. 

McNamee,  J.  H.  H, 

Maimonides  Library,  New  York  . 

Maiden  (Mass.)  Public  Library 

Manchester  (N.  H.)  City  Library  . 

Massachusetts  Bureau  of  Statistics  of  Labor 

Massachusetts  Public  Library  Commission 

Mather,  T.  W.  . 

Mercantile  Library,  New  York 

Mercantile  Library,  Philadelphia  . 

Mercantile  Library,  St.  Louis 

Milwaukee  Public  Library 

Minneapolis  Public  Library 

Mix,  Mrs.  ..... 

Mohonk,  Lake,  Conference  on  Arbitration 

Mount  Holyoke  College 

Munson  Family  Association 

New  Bedford  (Mass.)  Free  Public  Library 

New  Britain  (Conn.)  Institute 


bulletins 
1  report 
1  volume 
reports 
1  report 
1  report 
1  report 
1  report 
reports 
bulletins 
register 
1  volume 
1  volume 
1  volume 
pamphlets 
bulletins 
bulletins;  report 
1  volume 
1  volume 
1  volume 
.    .      1  volume 
bulletins;  report 
1  report 
1  volume 
reports 
1  report 
bulletins;  reports 
1  report 
1  volume 
1  volume 
1  volume 
1  report 
1  report 
1  report 
4  volumes 
3  volumes 
1  volume 
1  report 
bulletins;  1  report 
1  report 
bulletins;  1  report 
bulletins;  1  report 
1  volume 
1  volume 
1  volume 
1  volume 
bulletins 
1  report 
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New  Haven  City  Government 

19  volumes 

New  Haven  Board  of  Education  . 

1  volume 

New  Haven  Chamber  of  Commerce 

1  volume 

New  London  (Conn.)  Public  Library- 

bulletins 

New  York  State  Library  . 

14  volumes 

New  York  State  Commissioner  in  Lunacy 

1  volume 

New  York  Free  Circulating  Library 

1  report 

New  York  Public  Library  . 

bulletin 

New  York  Reform  Club  . 

1  volume 

Newark  (N,  J.)  Free  Public  Library 

bulletins;  special  reading  list 

Newton  (Mass.)  Free  Library 

1  report 

Omaha  (Neb.)  Public  Library 

1  report 

Osterhouse  Free  Library,  Wilkes  Barre,  Pa. 

bulletins 

Otis  Library,  Norwich,  Conn. 

bulletins;  report 

Page,  CD.. 

1  volume 

Passaic  (N.  J.)  Free  Library 

bulletins;  reports 

Paterson  (N.  J.)  Free  Public  Library 

bulletins;  reports 

Peabody  Institute  Library.  Baltimore 

2  volumes 

Pennsylvania  Prison  Society 

1  volume 

Pennsylvania  R.  R. 

1  volume 

Peoria  (111.)  Public  Library 

bulletins;  report 

Philadelphia,  Library  Company  of 

bulletins;  report 

Pigott,  Hon.  J.  P.  . 

7  volumes 

Portland  (Me.)  Public  Library 

1  report 

Poughkeepsie  (N.  Y.)  City  Library 

1  report 

Pratt,  Enoch,  Free  Library,  Baltimore  . 

bulletin;  report 

Pratt  Institute,  Brooklyn  . 

1  report 

Providence  Athenaeum,  Providence,  R.  I. 

bulletins;  report 

Providence  (R.  I.)  Public  Library  . 

bulletins;  report 

Redwood  Library  and  Athenaeum,  Newport,  R. 

I.         .          .         2  reports 

Reynolds  Library,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

2  reports 

St.  Louis  Public  Library 

.    1  volume;  bulletins;  report 

St.  Paul  Public  Library  . 

1  report 

Salem  (Mass.)  Public  Library 

.  2  volumes;  bulletins;  report 

San  Francisco  Public  Library 

.  1  volume;  bulletins;  reports 

Scranton  (Pa.)  Public  Library 

bulletins;  report 

Seattle  (Wash.)  Public  Library 

bulletin 

Sbipman,  Mrs.  CD. 

26  volumes 

Smithsonian  Institution 

2  volumes 

Somerville  (Mass.)  Public  Library 

1  report 

Sperry,  Hon.  N.  D.,  M.  C 

29  volumes 

Springfield  (Mass.)  City  Library  . 

bulletins 

Stanford,  Leland,  Jr.,  University  . 

3  volumes 

Stetson,  W.  K.  . 

4  volumes 

Stoeckel,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carl 

1  volume 

Syracuse  (N.  Y.)  Central  Library  . 

1  report 

Taunton  (Mass.)  Free  Library 

1  report 

Thorpe,  S.  B. 

1  volume 
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Thurston,  Loriu  A.  ... 
Toronto  (Can.)  Public  Library 
Townsend,  C.         .  .  .  . 

Trowbridge,  T.  R.  . 
United  States  Bureau  of  Agriculture 
United  States  Superintendent  of  Documents 
United  States  Bureau  of  Education 
United  States  Interior  Department 
United  States  Cornmissioners  of  Labor  . 
United  States  Mint 

United  States  Commissioner  of  Patents 
United  States  State  Department 
United  States  Treasury  Department 
L'"nited  States  National  Museum 
Vermont,  University  of 
Walker,  A.  H.  . 
Waltham  (Mass.)  Public  Library  . 
Webb,  W.  H. 

Westerly  (R.  I.)  Public  Library 
Wesleyan  University 
White,  W.  W.  . 
Wilmington  (Del.)  Institute 
Winthrop.,  R.  C,  Jr. 
Wisconsin  Free  Library  Commission 
Worcester  Public  Library 
Yale  University 
Unknown  donors 


PERIODICALS  AND  NEWSPAPERS  GIVEN 


pamphlet 
1  report 
1  volume 

4  volumes 
2  volumes 

110  volumes 
35  volumes 
45  volumes 
2  volumes 
1  volume 
2  volumes 
23  volumes 
10  volumes 
1  volume 
1  volume 
1  volume 
bulletins 
2  volumes 
bulletins 
1  volume 
1  volume 
1  report 

5  volumes 
pamphlet 

1  report 
1  volume 
4  volumes 


Age  of  Steel. 
C.  T.  A.  News. 

Catholic  University  Chronicle. 

Christian  Register. 

Citizen,  The. 

Civil  Service  Chronicle. 

Congressional  Record. 

Columbia  University  Bulletin. 

Connecticut  Republikaner. 

Holy  Cross  Purple. 

Journal  of  Zoophily. 

Journal  of  Orthoepi. 

L.  A.  W.  Bulletin  and  Good  Roads. 

Land  of  Sunshine. 

Loomis'  Musical  and  Masonic  Journal. 

Louisiana  Planter. 

Monthly  Bulletin,  Bureau  of  the 
American  Republics. 

Montlily  Crop  Bulletin,  U.  S.  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture. 

Monthly  Summary  of  Finance  and 
Commerce. 

Monthly  Weather  Review. 

Municipal  Affairs. 


New  Earth,  The. 

New  Haven  Journal  and  Courier,  1 

copy  of  paper  daily. 
New  Haven  Palladium,  1   copy  of 

paper  daily. 
New  Haven  Union,  2  copies  of  paper 

daily  and  Sunday. 
New  York  Voice. 
Open  Window,  The. 
Our  Fellow  Creatures. 
Pacific  Northwest,  The. 
Paradise  of  the  Pacific,  The. 
Peacemaker,  The. 
Peculiar  People,  The. 
People.  The. 

Pratt  Institute  Monthly,  The. 
Royal  Arcanum  Guide. 
Seymour  Record. 
Tablet,  The. 

Tennessee  University  Magazine. 
Trader.  The  (El  Comerciante). 
Union  Signal,  The. 
Vocalist,  The. 
Westville  Times. 
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DIRECTORS  OF  THE  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


S.  R.  Avis. 
Term  expired  December  31,  1898. 

M.  E.  Chatfield. 
Term  expired  December  31,  1898. 

E.  P.  Arvine. 
Term  expired  December  31,  1898. 

J.  Rice  Winchell. 
Term  expires  December  31,  1899. 

E.  P.  Root. 
Term  expires  December  31,  1899. 

Theodore  Gruener. 
Term  expires  December  31,  1899. 

Rev.  E.  S.  Lines,  D.D. 
Term  expires  December  81,  1900. 

Benjamin  R.  English. 
Term  expires  December  31,  1900. 

W.  F.  IIerz. 
Term  expires  December  31,  1900. 


REPORT 


OF  TOE 


DIRECTORS 


OF  THE 
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To  His  Honor ^  the  3Iayor  of  the  City  of  New  Haven: 

In  submitting  to  you  the  reports  of  the  Librarian  and  Treasurer 
for  the  year  1898,  your  attention  is  respectfully  asked  to  the  work 
and  place  of  the  Public  Librar}^  of  New  Haven. 

The  time  appears  to  have  passed  by  for  an  argument  in  favor  of 
free  public  libraries.  The  judgment  of  communities  of  the  most 
intelligence,  where  there  is  the  greatest  security  of  life  and  prop- 
erty, the  most  regard  for  morals  and  manners,  where  education  and 
refinement  are  most  valued,  appears  to  have  been  given  in  favor  of 
the  Free  Public  Library.  Many  conser\^ative  people  have  had  to 
change  their  opinions  as  to  the  proper  objects  for  which  money 
raised  by  public  taxation  should  be  spent,  and  apparently  the  Pub- 
lic Library  has  come  to  take  a  permanent  place  among  the  institu- 
tions in  well-ordered  communities.  The  proper  position  now 
would  appear  to  be  not  one  of  antagonism  or  indifference-,  but 
rather  one  of  friendly  and  intelligent  consideration  of  what  the 
Library  should  contain,  its  methods  and  forms  of  useful  service  of 
the  community,  and  the  amount  of  money  which  may  be  properly 
spent  upon  it.  The  question  is  not  whether  there  should  be  a  Pub- 
lic Library,  but  what  it  should  be  and  what  it  should  do. 

The  Free  Public  Library  stands  for  the  true  principle  that  the 
increase  of  intelligence,  the  encouragement  of  people  to  read  and 
think,  make  for  peace  and  order,  for  what  is  best  in  life.  Where 
people  take  into  life  an  interest  in  reading,  the  desire  to  push  out 
the  boundaries  of  their  knowledge,  evil  is  crowded  out  by  good. 
The  boys  and  girls  drawn  to  the  Public  Library  and  therein  wisely 


4 


CITY  OF  NEW  HAVEN. 


directed  in  their  reading,  will  be  worth  more  to  the  community. 
They  will  think  more  and  know  more.  The  Library  works  con- 
stantly for  good  citizenship,  and  to  lessen  the  duties  of  the  Depart- 
ments of  Police  and  of  Charities  and  Correction. 

The  Public  Library  in  New  Haven  had  its  beginning  late  as  com- 
pared with  most  cities  with  which  it  would  be  grouped.  This  was 
due  in  part  to  the  conserTative  character  of  our  people,  but  espe- 
cially to  the  fact  that  a  large  number  of  people  in  the  City  who  use 
books  most  had  access  to  the  libraries  of  the  university,  and  so  did 
not  feel  the  need  of  a  Public  Library.  For  this  reason,  also,  our 
Library  still  lacks  the  public  support  given  in  such  cities  as  Wor- 
cester and  Springfield,  with  which  New  Haven  may  be  compared. 

The  Library  was  established  in  1887,  and  in  1891  was  brought 
into  its  present  building.  The  Library  property  will  always  be 
worth  w^hat  it  has  cost  the  City,  on  account  of  its  central  location, 
but  a  church  building  is  not  well-fitted  for  a  library.  The  changes 
made  here  improved  the  building  greatly.  At  no  distant  day  it 
must  be  enlarged  to  meet  the  increasing  demands  for  space. 

The  Library  now  contains  43,000  volumes,  and  is  a  very  valuable 
collection  of  well  selected  books.  There  are  15,516  persons  holding 
cards  and  drawing  books.  In  1898,  287,261  books  were  drawn 
from  the  Library,  an  average  of  about  nineteen  for  each  person. 
The  increase  in  the  use  of  the  Library  from  year  to  year  is  about 
ten  per  cent.    The  more  valuable  books  are  increasingly  read. 

The  income  of  the  fund  left  by  Mr.  Philip  Marett,  $60,000,  pro- 
vides the  main  part  of  the  money  which  can  be  spent  for  books — 
$3,470  last  year.  The  appropriation  of  the  City,  $14,000,  must  be 
mainly  spent  for  salaries,  for  lighting  and  heating,  for  periodicals, 
for  re-binding  books,  supplies-,  and  the  increase  of  room.  A  com- 
parison of  the  financial  statements  of  the  New  Haven  Public  Li- 
brary with  those  of  other  cities  of  about  the  same  population  will 
show  that  the  amount  spent  by  us  is  small,  and  that  nowhere  is  so 
much  work  done  for  a  similar  amount  of  money.  The  salary  ac- 
count and  all  other  expenses  are  kept  low,  while  the  circulation  of 
the  Library  is  very  large. 

The  proper  aim  in  our  Library  appears  to  be  the  maintenance 
of  a  collection  of  useful  and  wholesome  books,  of  service  to  the 
greatest  number  of  our  people,  with  encouragement  and  help 
through  open  shelves  to  their  general  circulation.    We  ought  to 
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put  good  books  into  the  hands  of  a  large  number  of  readers,  rather 
than  build  up  collections  of  rare  or  technical  books  which  are 
needed  for  occasional  reference.  The  call  by  a  few  persons  for 
such  special  books  is  met  by  the  university  libraries,  and  we  are  left 
free  to  spend  our  moderate  amount  of  money  for  books  of  general 
usefulness.  It  has  been  our  aim  to  make  the  Library  rich  in  books 
relating  to  the  mechanical  arts,  because  the  prosperity  of  the  City 
depends  so  much  upon  the  maintenance  of  a  succession  of  me- 
chanics and  artisans  who  are  skilled  and  ingenious  and  informed 
as  to  the  best  work  that  is  being  done  in  their  departments. 

The  Public  Library  in  many  cities  is  closely  associated  in  its 
juvenile  department  with  the  public  schools,  and  is  used  to  help  the 
teachers  in  their  work.  We  have  gone  a  little  way  on  this  line,  and 
we  are  disposed  to  do  more  if  our  means  permit.  The  Library 
ought  to  be  made  a  great  educational  institution,  working  in 
friendly  and  intelligent  relations  with  all  other  agencies  for  im- 
proving the  life  of  the  community.  And  every  thoughtful  man  or 
woman,  whether  obliged  to  look  to  the  Library  or  not  for  books, 
ought  to  have  a  kindly  and  intelligent  interest  in  it.  For  a  great 
company  of  New  Haven  men  and  women,  the  Free  Public  Library 
must  provide  the  means  for  growth  in  knowledge,  for  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  intellectual  interests,  for  the  enrichment  of  life.  There 
is  as  high  authority  as  Carlyle  for  saying  that  "the  true  university 
of  these  days  is  a  collection  of  books.''  Our  Public  Library  is  the 
university  which  opens  its  doors  to  all  of  our  people  and  invites 
them  all  to  read  and  learn  and  make  more  of  their  lives.  Our  "col- 
lection of  books"  is  fulfilling  Carlyle's  idea  of  "the  true  university 
of  these  days." 

Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie  has  given  or  set  aside  for  public  libraries, 
$8,000,000.  His  interest  in  public  libraries  has  come  from  his  own 
experience  as  a  boy.  His  testimony  to  the  wisdom  of  placing  books 
within  reach  of  boys  and  girls,  or  men  and  women,  ought  to  com- 
mand attention.  He  says:  "When  I  was  a  hard-working  lad  down 
there  in  Allegheny,  Penn.,  there  was  a  Colonel  Anderson,  who  an- 
nounced that  he  would  be  in  his  office  every  Saturday  to  lend  books 
from  his  private  library  to  working  boys  and  men.  I  was  one  the 
boys  who  took  advantage  of  his  generous  offer.  He  only  had  about 
four  hundred  volumes  in  his  library,  but  they  were  valuable  books, 
and  I  shall  never  forget  the  enjoyment  and  the  instruction  I  re- 
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ceived  from  them  when  I  was  too  poor  to  buy  books  myself.  Is  it 
any  wonder  that  I  decided  then  and  there  that  if  ever  I  had  any  sur- 
plus wealth,  I  would  use  it  in  lending  books  to  others?"  There  are 
many  men  who  remember  the  longing  for  books  in  their  youth, 
which  could  not  be  satisfied.  A  new  generation  owes  a  great  debt 
of  gratitude  to  men  like  j\Ir.  Carnegie  and  our  own  Mr.  Marett,  who 
have  used  their  wealth  "in  lending  books  to  others." 

It  would  not  be  right  to  ask  for  large  appropriations  from  the 
City  for  the  Public  Library.  New  Haven  has  peculiar  limitations 
as  a  City  to  be  taxed.  It  was  a  disappointment  this  year,  with  the 
increased  demands  upon  the  Library,  to  have  the  City  appropria- 
tion left  at  $14,000.  But  we  accepted  the  appropriation  deter- 
mined by  the  Board  of  Finance  purposing  to  do  the  best  we  can 
with  it,  not  asking  for  a  change  in  the  action  of  a  Board  which  has 
a  most  difficult  task  to  perform,  and  which  is  a  most  important  part 
of  our  municipal  administration.  The  increase  of  the  use  of  the 
Library  from  year  to  year  is  at  the  rate  of  about  ten  per  cent.,  and 
the  increase  of  the  appropriation  should  be  at  some  such  rate  to 
maintain  efficiency.  At  present  the  City  appropriation  is  one- 
fourth  of  one  mill  of  the  tax  rate.  We  would  like  to  see  the  public 
sentiment  and  the  appreciation  of  the  Library  such,  that  the  Board 
of  Finance,  and  the  officers  of  the  City,  would  feel  warranted  in  a 
moderate  increase  of  the  Library  appropriation.  It  is  to  be  ex- 
pected that  citizens  will  feel  more  keenly  the  need  of  supporting 
other  Departments  of  the  City  administration,  the  Fire  and  Police 
Departments,  the  Board  of  Education  or  Public  Works,  but  we 
would  like  them  to  feel  that  the  few  thousands  of  dollars  required 
by  the  Public  Library ,  are  well  spent  and  for  the  public  good. 

It  is  to  be  desired  that  the  Library  be  recognized  by  all  as  a  most 
useful  educational  institution,  well  deserving  public  support.  Men 
and  women  of  means  ought  to  feel  that  through  gifts  for  the  Pub- 
lic Library,  public  service  may  be  done  and  the  life  of  the  City  be 
enriched,  so  following  the  good  example  of  a  great  benefactor  of  tlie 
community  like  Mr.  Marett. 

This  report,  with  its  suggestions,  is  submitted  with  the  approval 
of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

(Signed) 

;    EDWIN  S.  LINES, 

President  of  the  Board. 


TREASURER'S  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library : 

Gentlemen: — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  statement 
of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  Free  Public  Library  of  New 
Haven  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1898: 


RECEIPTS. 

1898. 

Jan.  1.    Balance  from  the  year  1807  .         .  .        %  5.00 
1898. 

From  the  City  of  New  Haven  ....  14,000.00 

From  fines  on  books  kept  overtime     .         .  .  617.50 

From  balance  due  for  rent  of  old  Library  rooms  .  26.66 

From  sales  of  periodicals        .  .  .  10.00 


Total   $14,659.16 

EXPENDITURES. 

1898. 

Paid  for  salaries          .....  $7,280.20 

Paid  for  repairs  and  betterments  of  building  .         .  2,091.25 

Paid  for  re-binding  books       ....  1,540.72 

Paid  for  lighting  by  electricity  and  gas         .         .  1,065.95 

Paid  for  periodicals      .....  656.00 

Paid  for  coal     ......  423.70 

Paid  for  printing  and  stationery         .         .         .  399.53 

Paid  for  electric  and  gas  fixtures        .         .         .  363.83 

Paid  for  Library  books  .....  247.07 

Paid  for  Library  supplies        ....  126.50 

Paid  for  repairs  of  heating  apparatus  .          .          .  99.01 

Paid  for  architect's  services     .         .         .         .  90.00 

Paid  for  furniture        .          .         .         .         .  70.43 

Paid  for  music — sheet,  etc.      .         .          .         .  60.53 

Paid  for  janitor's  supplies       .         .         .         .  54.39 

Paid  for  local  newspaper  subscriptions    '     .         .  51.00 

Paid  for  removing  ashes  and  rubbish  .         .         .  24.00 

Paid  for  ice       .         .          .         .         .         .  11.55 

Paid  for  advertising     .         .         .         .         ,  2.30 

Paid  for  miscellaneous  items            .         .         .  l.lO 

 $14,659.06 

Dec.  31.    Balance       .....  .10 


$14,659.16 
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EXPENDITURES  IN  DETAIL. 


SALARIES. 


1898. 

Paid  Willis  K.  Stetson,  librarian 
Paid  Thomas  H.  Smith,  cataloguer 
Paid  Miss  C.  E.  Herrick,  assistant 
Paid  Mrs.  E.  H.  Trusdell,  assistant 
Paid  Miss  Julia  Downes,  assistant 
Paid  M.  Lester  Baldwin,  assistant 
Paid  Miss  M.  L.  Beecher,  assistant 
Paid  Miss  M.  L.  Hendrick,  assistant 
Paid  Miss  G.  F.  White^  assistant 
Paid  John  Tracey,  assistant 
Paid  L.  H.  Bronson,  assistant  . 
Paid  A.  D.  Mullen,  assistant  . 
Paid  F.  B.  Harrison,  assistant 
Paid  G.  F.  Chatfield,  assistant 
Paid  W.  E.  Billiard,  assistant . 
Paid  G,  E.  Nichols,  assistant  . 
Paid  C.  E.  Tillotson,  janitor  . 


$1,800.00 
816.00 
595.00 
595.00 
418.33 
418.33 
396.63 
325.00 
295.00 
207.50 
171.11 
165.63 
160.00 
109.67 
90.00 
2.00 
715.00 


$7,280.20 


REPAIRS  AND  BETTERMENTS  OF  BUILDING. 


1898. 

Paid  John  S.  Osborn,  flooring  overhead,  etc. 
Paid  Sperry  &  Treat,  mason  work,  repairs,  etc. 
Paid  George  W.  Dean,  joiner  work,  etc. 
Paid  The  J.  Gibb  Smith  Co.,  sash  and  lumber 
Paid  The  George  W.  Hazel  Co.,  repairs 
Paid  The  N.  T.  Bushnell  Co.,  door  check  . 
Paid  T.  W.  Corbett,  plaster,  etc. 


$1,954.25 
48.28 
66.38 

8.56 

8.55 

4.00 

1.28 

 $2,091.25 


RE-BINDING  BOOKS. 


Paid  Robert  Brooks 
Paid  D.  Adler  . 
Paid  Michael  Packtor  . 
Paid  Henry  H.  Peck  . 
Paid  L.  D.  Zimmerman 
Paid  The  Price,  Lee  &  Adkins  Co. 


$798.75 
174.32 
306.75 
132.73 
73.80 
54.87 


$1,540.72 


LIGHTING. 


Paid  The  New  Haven  Electric  Co. 
Paid  The  New  Haven  Gas  Light  Co. 


$818.72 
252.23 
 $1,065.95 
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PERIODICALS. 


Paid  T.  H.  Pease  &  Son 
Paid  Gustav  E.  Stechert 
Paid  Engineering  News  Publishing  Co. 


$589.80 
58.20 
8.00 


COAL. 


Paid  W.  F.  Gilbert 


$423.70 


PRINTING  AND  STATIONERY. 


Paid  Tuttle,  Morehouse  &  Taylor 

Paid  The  Edward  P.  Judd  Co. 

Paid  The  O.  A.  Dorman  Co.,  catalogues 


$231.06 
15.89 
152.58 


LIGHT  FIXTURES. 

mantles,  lights, 


Paid  The  TVelsbach  Commercial  Co 

etc.  .... 
Paid  T.  W.  Corbett,  gas  fitting,  etc.  . 
Paid  New  Haven  Electric  Co.,  wiring 
Paid  Botsford  &  English,  gas  piping 
Paid  New  Haven  Gas  Light  Co.,  mantles 
Paid  Commercial  Electric  Co.,  wiring 


etc. 


BOOKS. 


Paid  The  Edward  P.  Judd  Co. 
Paid  Gustav  E.  Stechert 
Paid  J.  H.  W.  Cadby  . 
Paid  A.  McGregor  Leffingwell 
Paid  Charles  Scribner's  Sons  . 
Paid  The  Funk  &  Wagnalls  Co. 


LIBRARY  SUPPLIES. 

Paid  "Mac"  Printing  Co.,  library  cards 

Paid  Estate  E.  A.  Burgess,  book  supports,  etc. 

Paid  Library  Bureau,  library  cards 

Paid  A.  L.  A.  Publishing  Section,  catalogues 


$  68.80 
112.16 
38.93 
116.73 
24.41 
2.80 


$128.77 
58.40 
39.20 
10.00 
6.75 
3.95 


$34.55 
47.60 
89.60 
4.75 


REPAIRS  OF  HEATING  APPARATUS. 


Paid  Isaac  Teasdale,  plumbing 
Paid  H.  B.  Brown,  grate  bars 
Paid  J.  II.  Buckley,  plumbing 
Paid  The  Bigelow  Co. ,  grate  rest 
Paid  C.  S.  Mersick  &  Co.,  air  valve 


$47.41 
45.50 
2.65 
2.30 
1.15 


$656.00 


$423.70 


$399.53 


$363.83 


$247.07 


$126.50 
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ARCHITECT'S  SERVICES. 


Paid  L.  W.  Robinsou    .         -         .         .         .  $90.00 

FURNITURE. 

Paid  The  Bo wdilch  Furniture  Co.,  desk        .         .  $32.09 

Paid  The  Bowditch  Furniture  Co.,  repairs               .  3.50 

Paid  Isaac  Teasdale,  book  rack          .          .          .  19.90 

Paid  J.  M.  Crampton,  window  shades                    .  10.00 

Paid  E.  A.  Burgess  estate,  work  on  book  rack         .  5.03 

MUSIC. 

Paid  The  Treat  &  Sfiepard  Co.,  sheet  music,  etc.       .  $60.53 

JANITOR'S  SUPPLIES. 

Paid  Bradley,  Dann  &  Carrington  Co.,  sundries      .  $30.23 

Paid  The  J.  E.  Bassett  &  Co.,  sundries         .          .  9.36 

Paid  F.  M.  Brown  &  Co.,  towels        .         .         .  5.70 

Paid  Holcomb  &  Yoke  Mfg.  Co.,  brushes               .  5.50 

Paid  C.  S.  Mersick  &  Co.,  scraper       .          .  2.25 

Paid  Spencer,  Matthews  &  Co.,  waste,  oil,  etc.        .  1.35 

LOCAL  NEWSPAPER  SUBSCRIPTIONS. 

Paid  Palladium,  3  copies  to  December,  1898  .         .  $12.40 

Paid  Register,  3  copies  1  year  to  December,  1898      .  24.00 

Paid  Morning  News,  2  copies  to  March  1,  1898  .  10.60 
Paid  Journal  and  Courier,  November,  1897,  to  July, 

1898    4.00 

REMOVING  ASHES  AND  RUBBISH. 

Paid  George  Conquest  .....  $24.00 

ICE. 

Paid  the  Hygeia  Ice  and  Water  Co.    .         .         .  $11.55 

ADVERTISING. 

Paid  Publishers*  Weekly                           .          .  $3.30 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Paid  Frank  S.  Piatt,  lawn  dressing    .                  .  $1.10 


Total  expenditures  . 
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THE  MARETT  FUND. 

This  fund,  derived  from  a  legacy  from  the  late  Philip  Marett,  is 
held  by  the  City  of  New  Haveo,  in  trust  for  the  Free  Public 
Library,  the  interest  only  to  be  ajDplied  to  the  purchase  of  books  for 
the  Library.  It  can  be  diverted  to  no  other  purpose.  Tlie  princi- 
pal sum  of  the  fund  now  amounts  to  $68,000,  which  is  invested  as 
follows: 

INVESTMENTS. 

In  mortgage  notes,  with  approved  security 
City  of  Columbus,  O..  Water  Bonds  . 
Town  of  Bethel,  Conn.,  Water  Bonds  . 
New  Haven  7  per  cent.  Sewerage  Bonds 
Housatonic  R.  R.  5  per  cent.  Bonds  . 
New  Haven  &  Northampton  R.  R.  Bonds 
New  York  &  New  England  R.  R.  Bonds 


ANNUAL  INCOME 

The  annual  income  from  the  foregoing  investments  (applicable 
to  the  purchase  of  books  only)  is  as  follows: 


Fifty-five  thousand  dollars,  at  5  per  cent,  per  annum  $2,750.00 

Six  thousand  dollars  at  7  per  cent,  per  annum          .  420.00 

Six  thousand  dollars  at  4  per  cent,  per  annum         .  240.00 

One  thousand  dollars  at  6  per  cent,  per  annum        .  60.00 

 $3,470.00 

BOOK  PURCHASES  DURING  1898. 

From  The  Edward  P.  Judd  Co,         .         .         .  $1,532.26 

From  Gustav  E.  Stechert         ....  1,152.32 

From  The  Baker  &  Taylor  Co.           ...  935.39 

From  Joseph  McDonough       ....  83.30 

From  Edward  Mills      .....  50.00 

From  E.  P.  Dutton  Co.          ....  37.30 

From  John  Wanamaker                            .          .  29.00 

From  Balch  Bros.        .                            .          ,  27.00 

Frcm  Malley,  Neely  &  Co      .                            .  18.21 

From  H.  S.  Inman       .....  17.00 

From  the  Kingsbury  Co.         .         .                   .  16.75 

From  J.  Crawford        .....  13.00 

From  Forbes  &  Wallace         ....  13.00 

From  Lucius  R.  Hazen                   .         .         .  11  CO 

From  John  Sheldon      .         .          .         .         .  10.00 

From  H.  Gregory        .....  6.55 

From  Leary,  Stuart  &  Co.       .         .         .         .  6.35 


.  $31,000.00 
20,000.00 
6,000.00 
4,000.00 
4,000.00 
2,000.00 
1,000.00 
 $68,000.00 
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From  Charles  Scribner's  Sons 
From  D.  Appleton  &  Co. 
From  the  Helman-Taylor  Co. 
From  H.  D.  Utley' 
From  R.  R.  Bowker 
From  James  R.  Bolton  &  Co. 
From  The  Price  &  Lee  Co. 
From  Tuttle,  Morehouse  &  Taylor 
From  the  American  Industrial  Publishing  Co 
From  the  Publishers'  Weekly 
From  Our  Race  Publishing  Co. 
From  the  New  Talrnud  Publishing  Co 
From  Miss  E.  S.  Baitlett 


BOOK  PURCHASES. 


5.70 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
4.00 
4.00 
3.00 
2.95 
2.50 
250 
2  00 
1.50 


$4,006.58 


The  following  figures  show  the  several  amounts  expended  by 
the  City  of  New  Haven  and  by  the  Marett  Fund,  respectively, 
from  the  foundation  of  the  Library'-  to  December  31,  1898.  Dur- 
ing the  years  1892  .and  1893  no  City  funds  were  available  for  book 
purchases — current  expenses,  repairs  and  betterments  absorbing  the 
appropriations.  During  the  years  1892,  1893  and  1894  an  accumula- 
tion of  past  years'  interest  added  to  the  current  funds  for  book 
purchases: 

By  City.      By  Marett  Fund. 
$5,061.17 


During  the  year  1887 
During  the  year  1888 
During  the  year  1889 
During  the  year  1890 
During  the  year  1891 
During  the  year  1892 
During  the  year  1893 
During  the  year  1894 
During  the  year  1895 
During  the  year  1896 
During  the  year  1897 
During  the  year  1898 


Total  expended  in  book  purchases  to 
December  31, 1898. 


2,465.48 
2.636  45 
2,734.60 
1.984.07 


494.38 
1,018.79 
1,763.87 
2,666.48 

247.07 


1,591.81 
6,312.71 
4,467.59 
4,703.57 
2,541.80 
2,564.50 
3,614.67 
4.006.58 


$21,072.36  $29,803.23 


$50,875.59 


Respectfully  submitted, 


(Signed) 


New  Haven,  December  31,  1898. 


J.  RICE  WINCHELLL, 

IVeasiirer, 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT. 


To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library  of  New 
Haven : 

Gentlemen: — I  have  the  honor  to  present  the  annual  report  of 
the  Librarian  for  the  year  1898. 

ADDITIONS  TO  THE  LIBRARY. 

The  additions  of  books  during  the  year  Avere  as  follows 

By  purchase          .          .         .         .         .         .  4,503 

By  gift   368 

By  exchange          ......  61 

By  binding  periodicals      .....  140 

Total  . 

The  withdrawals  were  as  follows: 
Discarded  (mostly  worn-out  books)         .         .         .  955 
Exchanged  .......  40 

Total  ....... 

Net  additions  ...... 

Number  reported  last  year  in  Library 

Total  in  Library  January  1,  1899 
The  number  of  books  purchased  was  900  less  than  in  1897. 
The  number  discarded  was  about  400  less  than  in  1897. 

GIFTS. 

We  are  indebted,  as  in  former  years,  to  Hon.  N.  D.  Sperry  and  to 
Hon.  Orville  H.  Piatt  for  gifts  of  public  documents.  Various  other 
gifts  will  be  found  recorded  in  the  list  which  is  appended  to  this 
report. 

NUMBER  OF  BORROWERS. 

During  the  year  8,130  persons  took  out  borrowers'  cards,  includ- 
ing renewals,  an  increase  over  the  number  in  1897  of  about  10  per 
cent.  The  total  number  of  persons  holding  Library  cards,  which 
are  good  for  two  years  from  date  of  issue,  is  15,516,  a  little  less  than 
10  per  cent,  more  than  last  year.  Each  borrower  drew  on  the  aver- 
age nineteen  books  during  the  year  for  home  use. 


5,073 


1,012 
4.060 

38,863 

42,923 
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CIRCULATION. 


The  total  number  of  volumes  drawn  from  the  Library  for  home 
use  (exclusive  of  those  sent  to  the  public  schools)  was  as  follows: 
January  .......  26,112 


February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October  . 

November 

December 

Total 


26,958 
28.150 
24,668 
22,130 
19,506 
19,670 
19,838 
20,725 
25,614 
26,372 
27,518 

287,261 


CHARACTER  OF  THE  CIRCULATION. 

The  number  of  books  circulated  of  each  class  and  the  percentage 
are  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Vols. 

Per  cent. 

Philosophy    .          .          .         .  . 

1,392 

.005 

Religion  and  mythology 

3,366 

.011 

Sociology      .         .         .         .  . 

4,106 

.014 

Language      .         .         .         .  . 

946 

.003 

Natural  science        .          .          .  . 

5,740 

.020 

Useful  arts    .          .          .         .  . 

4,478 

.016 

Fine  arts  (including  amusements)  . 

6.072 

.021 

Geography  and  travel 

7,116 

.025 

Biography  .... 

6,893 

.024 

History  .... 

10.578 

.037 

Literature  and  miscellany  . 

20.966  I 

.104 

Magazines  in  numbers 

3,871  ) 

Poetry  and  drama     .          .          .  . 

5,054 

.018 

Adult  fiction  .... 

.  144,581 

.504 

Juvenile  fiction 

57.102 

.198 

287,261 

1  000 

The  increase  in  number  of  volumes  circulated  was  26,9J:G,  about 
ten  per  cent.  There  was  quite  a  marked  increase  in  the  use  of 
juvenile  fiction;  more  than  10,000  volumes.  A  very  large  part  of 
the  circulation  of  children's  books  is  among  children  who  probably 
are  obliged  to  depend  almost  entirely  upon  the  Public  Li1)rary  for 
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books  to  read.  There  are  undoubtedly  several  thousand  othei* 
children  who  do  not  need  the  Library  as  much  as  those  just  men- 
tioned, because  they  have  access  to  Sunday  school  libraries.  But 
books  of  information  are  probabl}^  to  be  found  mainly  in  the  Pub- 
lic Librar\\ 

THE  MONTHLY  BULLETIN. 

The  monthly  bulletin  has  been  furnished  for  free  distribution  by 
James  E.  Bolton  &  Co.  It  has  been  a  great  convenience,  contain- 
ing not  only  the  lists  of  books  added,  but  also  several  lists  of  refer- 
ences to  books  and  periodicals  bearing  on  topics  of  current  inter- 
ests. It  is  obvious  that  if  the  Library  should  print  the  bulletin  at 
its  own  expense,  without  advertisements,  the  result  would  be  much 
more  satisfactory^  and  more  dignified.  This  is  the  course  followed 
by  the  majority  of  libraries,  and  increasingly  so. 

THE  children's  ROOM. 

The  children's  department,  whose  accommodations  were  never 
anything  what  they  ought  to  be,  became  so  utterly  inadequate  that 
a  change  was  imperatively  needed.  The  additional  floor  space 
gained  by  the  new  floor  gives  space  enough  for  some  time  to  come, 
with  some  room  for  expansion.  The  room  is  not  yet  as  well  adapted 
for  its  purposes  as  it  should  be,  but  of  course  the  mere  fact  of  twice 
as  much  floor  area  is  a  long  step  forward. 

CATALOGUE  OF  CHILDREN'S  BOOKS. 

A  list  of  the  children's  books  was  printed  during  the  summer. 
It  contains  also  reference  lists  on  the  important  holidays,  and  on 
Washington,  Lincoln,  and  Grant,  a  useful  feature,  as  every  year 
there  is  the  same  demand  for  information  on  these  topics  by  school 
teachers  and  pupils,  so  that  a  printed  list  is  called  for  under  the 
circumstances. 

THE  BUILDING. 

The  time  has  come  when  a  thorough  study  of  the  future  accom- 
modations of  the  building  ought  to  be  made,  in  order  that  room 
for  many  years  to  come  may  be  provided.  It  would  seem  to  be  un- 
fortunate to  postpone  this  until  the  building  becomes  much  more 
filled  than  it  is  now.  It  would  be  difficult  enough,  at  thq  best,  if 
changes  were  made  soon,  and  delay  will  render  matters  still  worse. 
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•  The  new  floor  put  in  this  summer  will  probably  work  into  any  plan 
likely  to  be  adopted;  this  floor  should,  perhaps,  be  extended  about 
15  feet  further  to  the  rear.  From  this  point  the  rear  portion  of 
the  building  should  be  entirely  reconstructed  so  as  to  form  a  fire- 
proof stack  building,  perhaps  40  feet  wide  and  60  feet  deep,  and, 
perhaps,  as  high  as  the  roof  of  the  present  building.  A  third  floor, 
possibly  also  a  fourth,  should  be  added  over  the  front  portion  of  the 
building;  the  dimensions  would  be  45  x  60;  and  an  addition  built  on 
the  front  of  the  present  building  across  the  entire  front,  the  dimen- 
sions being  90  feet  front  by  30  deep,  and  four  stories  high,  the  lat- 
ter being  the  height  of  the  present  roof.  Although  all  prophecies  as 
to  the  length  of  time  which  buildings  furnish  accommodation  have 
to  be  discounted,  yet  it  would  seem  that  this  would  provide  for  at 
least  twenty  years  to  come.  This  is  the  outcome  of  long  study  of 
the  situation;  but  other  solutions  are  possible.  My  main  point  is 
that  the  problem  now  presses  for  solution.  The  lack  of  room  is  an 
inconvenience  now,  and,  of  course,  will  be  felt  more  and  more  as 
time  passes.  . 

THE  LIBRARY  AND  THE  SCHOOLS. 

The  use  of  the  Library  by  the  teachers  and  pupils  of  the  public 
and  private  schools  continues  to  increase.  Some,  at  least,  of  the 
sets  of  25  books  purchased  several  years  ago,  are  in  continual  use  in 
the  grammar  schools.  Teachers  have  continued  to  have  the  privi- 
lege of  drawing  five  books  for  use  in  connection  with  school  work, 
and  late  in  the  year  were  given  the  additional  privilege  (if  so  re- 
garded) of  drawing  five  books  in  addition,  which  they  may  lend  to 
pupils,  but  which  are  not  for  personal  use.  Boxes  containing  books 
to  be  kept  eight  weeks  have  been  sent  to  the  Day  School,  to  Wool- 
sey  School,  and  to  Strong  School,  from  time  to  time.  Several  times 
during  the  year  books  on  particular  topics  have  been  placed  on  spe- 
cial shelves  for  reference  by  High  School  classes.  Pupils  of  all  the 
schools  are  constantly  using  the  Library  in  connection  with  their 
studies.  So  likewise  are  the  teachers.  We  may  say  that  the  use- 
fulness of  the  Library  as  an  important  auxiliary  in  school  work  is 
increasing. 

Respectfully  siil)mitted, 

WILLIS  K.  STETSON, 

Lihrnrian. 


GIFTS. 


Atchison,  Topeka  and  Santa  Fe  Railway  Co.       ...        1  volume 

Aguilar  Free  Library,  New  York  ....  1  report 

American  Congress  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  .         .         1  volume 

American-Irish  Historical  Society  .....         1  volume 

Amherst  College     .         .         .         .         .         ...         1  volume 

Apprentices'  Library,  Philadelphia         .  .  .         ,  1  report 

Armour  Institute,  Chicago  ....  .  .         1  volume 

Baker,  Ellis  B.        .......         1  volume 

Baker  &  Taylor  Co.  ......         1  volume 

Bangor  (Me.)  Public  Library        .....  1  report 

Barnes,  Miss  .......        5  volumes 

Barnum,  T.  R.       .  .         .         .  .1  volume 

Benton,  J.  H.,  Jr.   .         .  .         .         .  .  1  volume 

Blackstone,  James,  Memorial  Library,  Branford,  Conn.  .         1  volume 

Boston  Free  Religious  Association  ....         1  volume 

Boston  Public  Library  .  .  .1  volume;  1  report 

Boston  Young  Men's  Christian  Association        ...         1  volume 
Bowdoin  College    .....  1  volume ;  3  pamphlets 

Bridgeport  Public  Library  and  Reading  Room    ...  1  report 

Brookline  (Mass.)  Public  Library  .         .    1  volume;  1  report;  bulletin 

Brooklyn  (N.  Y.)  Library  .....  1  report 

Buffalo  (N.  Y.)  Library     .         .         .  .         .3  volumes;  1  report 

Bureau  of  American  Republics     .....         1  volume 

Butte  (Mont.)  Free  Public  Library  ....         1  volume 

Cambridge  (Mass.)  Public  Library  ....  bulletins 

Carnegie  Library,  Pittsburgh       .        3  volumes;  bulletins;  reports;  catalogue 
Chicago  Civil  Service  Commission  ....         1  volume 

Chicago  Public  Library     ......  2  reports 

Church  of  Christ,  Scientist,  Sunday  school,  New  Haven         .        2  volumes 
Concord  (Mass.)  Public  Library     .....  1  report 

Connecticut  Agricultural  Experiment  Station     ...         1  volume 
Connecticut  Secretary  of  State     .....         1  volume 

Connecticut  State  Board  of  Health         ....         1  volume 

Connecticut  State  Library  ....        5  volumes 

Countryman,  C.  C.  .         .  .2  volumes 

Coxe,  V.  R.  .         .         .         .  .         .1  volume 

Crane,  Thomas,  Public  Library,  Quincy,  Mass.  2  reports 

Crerar,  John,  Library,  Chicago     .....  1  report 

Dayton  (Ohio)  Public  Library      .....  1  report 

Detroit  (Mich.)  Public  Library      .....  1  report 

Evanston  (111.)  Free  Public  Library         ....  1  report 

Everett,  R.  M.        .         .         .         .         .         ,         .1  volume 

2c* 
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Fitch,  Miss  .... 

7  volumes 

Fitz  Public  Library,  Chelsea,  Mass. 

1  report 

Fletcher  Free  Library,  Burlington,  Mass. 

1  report 

Forbes  Library,  Northampton,  Mass. 

1  report 

Girard  College  .... 

1  report 

Gloversville  (N.  Y.)  Free  Library 

1  report 

Hartford  (Conn.)  Public  Library  . 

1  report;  bulletins 

Hawley,  Hon.  J.  R. 

1  volume 

Hoboken  (N.  J.)  Free  Public  Library 

1  report 

Hine,  CD. 

1  volume 

Interstate  Commerce  Commission 

1  volume 

Jersey  City  Free  Public  Library 

1  report 

Kendall,  C.  N.  \ 

1  volume 

Lawrence  (Mass.)  Free  Public  Library 

1  report 

Libbey  Glass  Co.  . 

1  volume 

Lincoln  (England)  Public  Library 

1  report 

Lynn  (Mass.)  Public  Library 

1  report;  1  bulletin 

Maimonides  Library,  New  York  . 

1  report 

Maiden  (Mass.)  Public  Library 

1  report 

Massachusetts  Bureau  of  Statistics  of  Labor 

14  volumes 

Massachusetts  State  Library 

1  volume 

Mercantile  Library,  Philadelphia 

1  report;  1  bulletin 

Milwaukee  (Wis.)  Public  Library 

1  jeport;  quarterly  index 

Minneapolis  (Minn.)  Public  Library 

1  volume;  1  report 

Mohonk,  Lake,  Conference  on  International  Arbitration          .           1  report 

Mt.  Holyoke  College 

1  volume 

Muir.  D.  D. 

1  volume 

Monetar}'  Commission 

1  volume 

New  Bedford  (Mass.)  Free  Public  Library 

1  report;  bulletin 

New  Britain  (Conn.)  Institute 

1  report 

New  Haven  Board  of  Education  . 

3  volumes 

New  Haven  City  Government 

3  volumes 

New  London  (Conn.)  Public  Library 

1  volume 

New  York  Free  Circulating  Library 

2  volumes;  1  report 

New  York  General  Society  of  Mechanics  and  Tradesmen                  1  volume 

New  York  Mercantile  Library 

1  report 

New  York  State  Commission  in  Lunacy 

1  volume 

New  York  State  Government 

1  volume 

New  York  State  Library  . 

10  volumes 

Newark  (N.  J.)  Free  Public  Library 

1  report 

Newberry  Library,  Chicago 

4  reports 

Newton  (Mass.)  Free  Library 

1  report 

Omaha  (Neb.)  Public  Library 

1  bulletin;  1  pamphlet 

Otis  Library,  Norwich.  Conn., 

1  report;  bulletins 

Palmer,  Mrs.  C.  F. 

1  volume 

Paterson  (N.  J.)  Free  Public  Library 

1  report;  bulletins 

Peabody  Institute,  lialtimore 

1  report 

Pease,  T.  II.  &  Son 

1  volume 

FREE  PUBLIC  LIBKAET. 


19 


Peoria  (111).  Public  Library 
Philadelphia  Free  Library 
Phillips,  J.  P.  . 
Pigott,  Hon.  J.  P. 
Piatt,  Hon.  O.  H.  . 
Portland  (Me.)  Public  Library 
Pratt,  Enoch,  Free  Library,  Baltimore 
Pratt  Institute,  Brooklyn  . 
Prince  &  Whitely  ■ 
Providence  (R.  I.)  Public  Library 
Reynolds  Library,  Rochester.  N.  Y. 
Richardson,  W.  A.,  Estate  of 
Root,  E.  P. 

St.  Giles  (London  Eng.)  Public  Library 
St.  Joseph  (Mo.)  Public  Library  . 
St.  Louis  Mercantile  Library  Association 
St.  Louis  Public  Library  . 
Salem  (Mass.)  Public  Library 
Scranton  (Pa.)  Public  Library 
Schwab,  J.  C. 
Simms,  J.  . 
Skinner,  Mrs.  E.  M. 
Smithsonian  Institution 
Somerville  (Mass.)  Public  Library 
Southbridge  (Mass.)  Public  Library 
Southern  Railway  Co. 
Sperry,  Hon.  N.  D. 
Springfield  (Mass.)  City  Library  . 
Stanford,  Leland,  Jr.,  University 
Syracuse  (N.  Y.)  Central  Library 
Taunton  (Mass.)  Public  Library 
Toronto  (Can.)  libraries 
Toronto  (Can.)  Public  Library 
Towle  Manufacturing  Co. 
Trowbridge,  T.  R.,  Jr. 
University  of  the  State  of  New  York 
United  States  Bureau  of  Education 
United  States  Geological  Survey  . 
United  States  Patent  Office 
United  States  State  Department  . 
United  States  Superintendent  of  Documents 
United  States  Treasury  Department 
Vensel,  Mrs.  Charles  N. 
Wells  College 
Wesleyan  University 
Wilmington  (Del.)  Institute 
Woburn  (M^ss.)  Free  Public  Library 
Worcester  (Mass.)  Public  Library 


Joint 


1  report 
1  report 
1  volume 
1  volume 
5  volumes 
1  report 
1  report;  bulletins 
1  volume;  1  report 
1  volume 
1  report 
1  report 
1  volume 
1  volume 
1  report 
1  report;  bulletins 
1  report 
1  report 
1  report;  bulletins 
1  report 
1  volume 
1  volume 
1  volume 
8  volumes 
1  report 
1  report 

1  volume 

15  volumes 
1  report;  bulletins 

8  volumes 
1  report 
1  report 
catalogue  of  periodicals 
1  volume 
1  volume 
13  volumes 
23  volumes 

2  volumes 
2  volumes 
2  volumes 
5  volumes 

71  volumes 

16  volumes 
1  volume 
1  volume 
1  volume 

1  report 
1  report 
1  report 
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Yale  University     ....         ...  3  volumes 

Young,  C.  H.        .         .         .         .                  .  1  volume 

Youth's  Companion         ......  1  volume 

Unknown  donors   .......  68  volumes 


PERIODICALS  AND  NEWSPAPERS  GIVEN. 


Age  of  Steel. 
C.  T.  A.  News. 
Chicago  Vegetarian. 
Christian  Register. 
Columbia  University  bulletin. 
Congressional  Record. 
Connecticut  Republikaner. 
Criterion. 

Holy  Cross  Purple. 

Journal  of  Zoophily. 

L.  A.  W.  Bulletin  and  Good  Roads. 

Land  of  Sunshine. 

Life  and  Light  for  Woman. 

Locomotive,  The. 

Loomis'  Musical  and  Masonic  Journal. 
Louisiana  Planter. 

Monthly  Bulletin,  Bureau  of  the 
American  Republics. 

Monthly  Crop  Bulletin.  U.  S.  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture. 

Monthly  Summary  of  Finance  and 
Commerce. 

Monthly  Weather  Review. 

Mothers'  Journal. 

Municipal  Affairs. 

New  Earth,  The. 


New  Haven  Journal  and  Courier,  1 

copy  of  paper  daily. 
New  Haven   Palladium,  1  copy  of 

paper  daily. 
New  Haven  Union,  2  copies  of  paper 

daily  and  Sunday. 
New  Philosophy,  The. 
New  York  Voice. 
Open  Window,  The. 
Our  Fellow  Creatures. 
Pacific  Northwest,  The. 
Paradise  of  the  Pacific,  The 
Peacemaker,  The, 
Peculiar  People,  The. 
People,  The. 

Pratt  Institute  Monthly,  The. 
Royal  Arcanum  Guide. 
Seymour  Record. 
Tablet,  The. 
Temple,  The. 

Tennessee  University  Magazine. 
Trader,  The  (El  Comerciante). 
Union  Signal,  The. 
Vocalist,  The. 
Westville  Times,  The 
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